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DEDICATORY PEATER. 



Lahb of Gob ! who hast sacrificed Thyself for 
us, condescend to accept this trifle dedicated to 
Thy glory. 

Jesus, Head of all principalities and powers ! 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords! bless the 
book, and make it a blessing to millions. Guided 
by Thy grace, may multitudes be led to read it ; 
and as they read do Thou, as of old, breathe 
upen their souls the Holy Ghost : that reading 
they may remember; remembering they may 
reflect ; that the seed of Thine own truth may 
become rooted, and grow up to be vigorous plants 
of righteousness and peace. 

Jesus, Saviour of Sinners, who didst pro- 
mise to draw all unto Thee when lifted iip, deign 
to draw multitudes by this magnet from sin and 
Satan and death to Thyself, to Thy Father, and 
to eternal glory. 

Jesus, Husband of Tby Church, Eedeemer 
of Thy people, so precious to Thee ; our Light, 
our Life, our Love, our All in All, make this 

B 



2 DEDICATORY PRAYER. 

little book a blessing to them. By this may the 
hungry be fed daily with the Bread of Life, the 
finest of the wheat; by this may the fainting 
soldier be cheered on the field of battle ; by this 
may the panting pilgrim be comforted ; may the 
young and the aged, the weak and the strong, be 
helped onward to heaven ; and to Thee shall be 
all the glory, for ever. 

" O what shall I do my Saviour to praise. 
So faithful and true, so plenteous in grace. 
So strong to deliver, so good to redeem 
The weakest believer that hangs upon Him !" 
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January 1, 

" Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,' 
Christ Jesas." — Heh. iii. 1. 

Think of Jesus ! The faculty of thinking was 
given to us chiefly to think of Him ; for all 
things were made for Him as well as by Him. 
The materials are lying all around us. His glory 
may be seen in every blade of grass ; in every 
living thing, from the insect to the angel ; and in 
every event which happens to ourselves and 
others. Think of Jesus ! because our chief busi- 
ness here is with Him and His salvation. Are 
you unsaved ? Your very first duty is to seek to 
be saved. Are you saved ? Your everyday 
privilege is to live to the glory of Him who hath 
saved you. 

B 2 
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January 2. 

"Looking unto Jesus tbe author and finisher of our 

faith."— jgfeft. xiL 2. 

Look to Jesus ! Amidst all the attractions of all 
worlds, of all beings, He is most worthy of our 
admiration and love. Look to Jesus! as the 
leper looked to Him, to be healed of that fearful 
distemper which has seized thee, and but for. Him 
would slay thee. Look to Jesus ! as the lover, 
charmed, fascinated, fixed ; and never take thine 
eyes off from Him, that you may be more 
ravished with His beauty every day of thy life. 
Look to Jesus ! as the artist : earnest, intent, 
absorbed ; as the servant : waiting daily at His 
gates, and watching at the posts of His doors, 
ever asking, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do ?" 

" I looked to Jesus, and 1 found 
In Him my star, my sun ; 
And in that light of life I'll walk, 
'Till travelling days are done." 
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January 3. 

" Listen unto me.** — Isaiah zlix 1. 

Listen to Jesus ! The time will come when He 
will have the universe for His audience ; angels. 
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men, demons listeners. Katare listens and 
obeys* Dead bodies rise at His command ; winds 
and waves are hushed to rest by Him ; powers 
and principalities are prostrate by a word — for 
the voice of the Lord is powerful, and full of 
majesty. Listen to Jesus ! as He speaks by His 
Word, by His providence, by His Spirit, and by 
thine own conscience; for His countenance is 
as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars ; His mouth 
is most sweet, "grace is poured into his lips," 
" yea. He is altogether lovely." Listen to Jesus ! 
Let His voice be heard in thine inmost soul, 
above all the music and melody of earth or 
heaven ; for He is thy Lord, and thy Love, and 
He will speak peace and salvation to thy soul. 

January 4. 

'« O love the Lord."— Psa^w xxxL 23. 

Love Jesus! Sweetest and best of all com- 
mands ! Oh, for grace to obey it ! "Who can 
number the reasons why we should love Jesus ? 
There are as many as there are drops in the ocean, 
rays from the sun, sands on the shore, atoms, 
animals, men, angels in the creation ; for all are 
from His love. Why should we love Jesus ? as 
many reasons there are as virtues, graces, and 
glories in Himself, in His Word, in His redemption. 

B 3 
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WHy should I love Jesos ? When yon can count 
the past sins pardoned, the wants supplied, the eyils 
prevented, the grace bestowed, and the ages of 
eternity to be filled with His love, then will you 
be able to tell why I love Jesus. 

" Lord it is my chief complaint. 
That my Io7e is weak and faint ; 
Yet I loye Thee and adore : 
O for grace to lore Thee more !*' 

January 5 

*' Who is this that cometh ap from the wilderness, leaning 
upon her Beloved ? "-^Solomon's Song viiL 5. 

LxAN on Jesns ! As the fond wife leans on the 
arm of her loving husband, looking up to him for 
counsel ana support, and as the aged pilgrim 
leans on his staff to assist his tottering steps, so 
lean on Jesus. -Lean your whole weight upon 
Him ; for He is Gt)d, and can bear all the burdens 
put upon Him. He, upon whose shoulders rests 
the government of the universe, is able to carry 
you, and all your troubles, and all your interests 
of soul and body, time and eternity. Lean on 
Jesus! He'll support you; when all else £eu18, 
when ready to aink in the billows of tribulation, 
when crossing the stream of death, when the 
universe is dissolving, and the fair fabric falling 
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to pieces, then, leaning on the Beloved, yon will 
be safe and happy. 

January 6. 

" We shouU live together with Him.'*— 1 Tkess, v. 10. 
Lite with Jesus ! Amazing love and conde- 
scension that He should long for the society of 
sinners ! But He does ; all His invitations and 
promises imply this. *' Coma unto Me." '* I 
will sup with him and he with Me." ** Where I 
am there shall My servant be." ** Because I live, 
ye shall live also." Live with Jesus ! by faith, 
in affectionate fellowship^ confiding friendship. 
Live with Jesus ! He loves to see thee, to hear 
thy voice ; thy sighs and groans, the throbbings 
and thrilling? of they heaving bosom -rail, all are 
interesting to Him, because He loves thee. 0, 
Jesus ! draw me nearer every moment, until we 
are in each other's arms in glory. 

*' With Thee I cannot feel alone, 
I cannot be forgot ; 
Though friends are clmnging one by one. 
Thou, Saviour, changest not.** 

January 7. 

*' And His name shall be in their forehead8."-^iSeo. xxii. 4. 
Whatever may be true in the phrenology of 
earth, it is clear from this that there is a true 
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phrenology ia heaven; His name is written on 
their foreheads. If so, what a wonder-worker is 
Jesus, to create such a heaven out of such 
materials ! How does this display *^ the art of 
the Mediator ! " Long since did he say, " From 
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you ; " and 
yonder, in that happy region where all is true, 
transparent, and Christlike, is the proof. Is He 
doing this for me ? 

Jannary 8. 

" Then the firo of the Lord licked up the water that was 
in the trench." — 1 Kings xviiL 38. 

" Weee you/' says Howel, " to see a flame no 
bigger than a candle burning in the ocean, in* 

creasing in brightness until it dried up the 
ocean — * What a miracle ! ' you would exclaim ! But 
look within, and behold a greater. That tiny spark 
of grace, that Are of the Holy Ghost, that love of 
Jesus will one day All thy soul with Jesus, and 
empty it of depravity ! Do you love Jesus no w ? Is 
this love increasing ? Is it conquering corruption ? 
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The work began is carried on 
By power from heaven above ; 

And every step, from first to hist. 
Declares that God is love." 
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January 9. 

" And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the 
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesns. And 
tliey overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony." — Mev. xvii. 6 ; x'i. 11. 

*' The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church " — true ; and the seed is growing glori- 
ously, here on earth, in heaven, and will grow for 
ever and for ever; and so the mighty devil is de- 
feated. But if the blood of holy men and women 
be so prolific and so powerful — if in every drop 
there was a seed with an immortality of life in it 
— how much more true is this proverb applied to 
the blood of Jesus ! When thou canst count the 
blades of grass under thy feet, or number the stars 
over thy head, then canst thou tell the souls saved 
by this precious blood ! Is this blood upon thee ? 

January 10. 

" Thou crownedst Him with glory and honour." — Jffeh. ii. 7. 
We are commanded to imitate our Heavenly 
Father ; and we would copy His example in this, 
and crown Jesus. But what shall be our crown ? 
Could we gather a garland from the loveliest 
flowers — these frail beauties would perish. Could 
we make a crown of the most costly jewels or of 
pure gold. Alas ! this also would perish — these 
would not satisfy our love. Oli ! we would pre- 
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sent Him with the best thoughts, holiest desires, 

loving deeds ; and with our own redeemed spirits 

we would bring millions more, and cut of these 

construct a crown to endure for ever ; for He is 

worthy of all. 

*• that, with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall ; 
We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all ! " 

January 11. 

** See if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow." — 

Lam. i. 12. 

Come, Christian, and compare notes with Jesus. 
Hast thou a home ? He had none. Didst 
thou ever fast forty days and forty niglits 
among the wild beasts ? Jesus did ; and face to 
face with that most dreadful beast, the old ser- 
pent. Hast thou ever been spit upon by loath- 
some sinners, scourged, nailed np in nakedness 
and shame ? Jesus was so treated. Are you bur- 
dened with guilt, with care, and with sorrow ? 
Ah ! what are all thy burdens compared with 
what bowed Him to the earth, broke His heart, 
overwhelmed Him with sorrow and suffering un- 
equalled in all the annals of woe ? Look at a 
crucified Jesus, and your mountains will melt 
away, and be as though they were not. 
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January 12. 

** The new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of Him that created him,** — Col. iii. 10. 

It has been forcibly observed that, in order to 
make **a new man/' the Creator Himself must 
become man. In all the varied elements of the 
universe there were not materials out of which 
the new man could be constructed ; in the moral 
order of creation, law and justice were sternly- 
opposed to it; but unto us the Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, became the Child 
born and the Son given, and He makes all things 
new. Oh! Christian, how costly is thy Chris- 
tianity ! What work, what sufferiog, what love 
to make thee what thou art ! How much owest 
thou? 

January 13. 

"And they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerasalem 
with great joy • and were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God." — Luke xxiv. 52, 53. 

Loosing after the Lord draws the soul to the 
place where He now is. When a pious friend 
dies, the heavens open, we get a glimpse of 
glory, and loDg to be with the happy immortal ; 
much more will looking after Jesus magnetise our 
hearts, raise our affections to heaven, put new 
life into our souls, transform us more and more 



12 THE "ALL IN ALL '* 

into His likeness, and gradually draw us into His 
loving embrace. 

" Where Jesus dwells my sonl wonM be. 
And faints my mnch-loved Lord to see; 
Earth, twine no more aboat my heart ! 
For 'tis far better to depart/' 

January 14. 

" As the Father hath lov( d Me, so have I loved you." — 

John XV. 9. 

The love of Jesus belongs to the class of facts we 

may call infinite, and will require the ages of 

eternity to unfold. What a statement is this ; 

who can master it! Would you know how 

Jesus loves you ? then must you discover the love 

of the Father to Him. The Father loved Jesus 

from eternity ; and can you say when Jesus began 

to love you ? The leather will love Jesus for ever ; 

can you name the time when He will cease to love 

you ? The Father loves the Son with a wise, 

holy, tender love ; and are not these qualities in 

the love of Jesus ? thou Lamb of God, deign 

to disclose Thy love more and more this day and 

every day. 
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January 15. 

"That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, 
and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us."— John 
xvii. 21. 

Thb spirit of this seems to be : ^^ I must be as they 
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are, and they must be as I am.*' On this prin- 
ciple did our Lord act : because the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, He must become flesh 
also ; because they were sinners, He must be made 
in the likeness of sinful flesh ; and so on. And 
now He is one with the Father in glory, but His 
precious people toiling in the wilderness — love 
is not satisfied ; no, they must be with Him and 
like Him. 



(( 



Soon, Boon, shall come that glorious day, 
When, seated on Thy throne. 

Thou shalt to wond'ring worlds display 
That Thou with us art one! ** 



Jannary 16. 

** Without shedding of blood is no remission." — Seb, ix. 22. 

Suppose there had been but one soul to be saved, 
the suflerings and death of Jesus would have been 
necessary to save that one soul; for without 
shedding of blood there could be no remission — not 
the pardon of one sin, of one sinner. Sappose 
that one soul had been mine, then all the suffer- 
ings of Jesus would have been necessary to save 
me. Is it any less true, because so many others are 
saved, that the agony of Jesus was for me ? 
that we could live in the constant realisation 
of this fact: that I, as an individual, cost the 
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precious Saviour all He suffered! How should 
we love Him then ! 

January 17. 

" Ye in me, and I in yon."— JbJl» x\v, 20. 

What a proof of love is this ! He felt that they 
were one with Him, as we feel our limbs are 
parts of ourselves, ** for we are members of His 
body, of His flesh, and of His bones." He knew 
that the virtue that goes out of Him passes down 
into all His members, as we are conscious of 
influences pervading our bodies ; but He desired 
them to realise this, rest in Him, and feel His 
fulness glowing into them continually. Is Christ 
within you? Is He present to your under- 
standiog ? Is He realised ? 

*• O teach us, Lord, to know And own 
This wond*rou3 mystery ; 
That Thoa with us art trnly one. 
And we are one with Thee.** 
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January 18, 

" Then P^ter b«f>:an to rebuke Him, saying. Be it fiur from 
the<N Lord : this shall not he unto thee. But He tomed, 
and said unto Poter, Qet thee behind me, Satan : thoa 
art an oflVnoe unto me; for thou savonrcat not the 
things that he U* Gtxl, hut those that be of men."— > 

MmiK xTi« as, sa. 
Ah ! what power in creation could hare arrested 
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the great Lover in His career of salvation ? The 
tides might be turned, the planets will perish, 
the grand operations of nature cease, and the 
whole machinery of the universe stop; but no 
arm was strong enough to stop Jesas in His 
determination to die for sinners. Lamb of God, 
make us as resolute in seeking, serving, glorify- 
ing Thee, for ever and ever. 



January 19. 

" He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He 
seen p^verseness in Israel t the Lord his God is with 
Him, and the shoat of a king is among them." — 
Ifumb. xxiii. 21. 

God is love. He looks on thee with loving eyes. 
He looks on thee through the infi.Qite meritorious- 
ness, wisdom, and love of thy surety, believer, 
and therefore sees no spot in thee. And thou 
lovest Jesus most ardently, and longest to see 
Him as He is. What a picture is this ! Mar- 
vellous meeting : a loving God, a loving Saviour, 
and a loving soul ! Ersalise this, and the shout 
of a king will be heard in thy camp all the year 
round. 

** Teach us, O God, to fix our eyes 
On Christ, the spotless Lamb ; 
So shall we love Thy gracious will. 
And glorify Thy name." 

c 2 
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January 20. 

" To behold the beauty of the Lord." — Psalm xxvii. 4. 
Deep in our minds is planted the love of beauty, 
proof of the infinite, absolute, and original beauti- 
fulness of Him who made us thus. We obey this 
principle when we go in quest of the beautiful in 
creation ; in the mineral, in the flowers, in the 
various unfoldings of the physical, mental, and 
moral in humanity — but happy is that man who 
is led to see all beauty in Jesus, the beauty of 
God, of angels, of men. As sinners, we see 
the essential beauty in His adaptation, to our 
varied wants : we are wandering sheep, He the 
loving Shepherd; we are sick, and He is the 
tender Physician ; we have no righteousness. He 
the Lord our Righteousness ; His Church the 
lonely widow. He the faithful Husband. 

January 21. 

" Lord, are there few that be saved P" — Luke xiii. 23. 

Shttt that door ! What door ? That which opens 
into the region of improper questionings. "Why ? 
Because it is forbidden by your very best friend. 
And why forbidden by Jesus? He well knew 
the evils arising from opening the door of useless 
conjecture ; He saw Satan always ready to enter, 
with his terrible legion of doubts, misgivings, 
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blasphemies; He saw the danger of your being 
carried away as . with a flood — precious time 
wasted, opportunities lost, and the soul undone 
for ever ! 

** Fond ambition, whisper not ; 
Happy is my bumble lot. 
Anxious busy cares away, 
I'm provided for to-day." 

January 22. 

"I will not destroy it for ten's sake." — Oen. xviii. 32. 
So then one man pleading for the sake of ten 
would have saved Sodom ! How precious then 
must righteousness be to God ; and how precious 
must prayer be ! If this argument weighed so 
much with the Eternal, what must be the moral 
value of the righteousness of Jehovah Jesus ; the 
sufferings of Jesus ; the constant, the daily, the 
hourly, the every moment pleading of Jesus ! In 
God's estimate there is vastly more of merit in 
Him than there is of demerit in sinners; and 
therefore, this one outweighing the other, we are 
saved. Oh, my reader, hast thou an interest in 
the prayers of the Beloved ? 

January 23. 

" In me, peace." — John xvi. 33. 
It is said that, at the bottom of the ocean, the 
solid ribs of the earth are protected by a stratum 

c 3 
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of still water ; that, bowever the surface may 

be agitated, and the depths stirred, tossed, and 

troubled, underneath the mighty billows, at the 

bottom all is calm, and always so. Just so with 

the assured believer in Jesus; however ruffled 

his temper, agitated his feelings, violent the 

commotion caused by the world, the flesh, and 

the devil, low down in the depths of his soul 

all is calmness and tranquillity — being in Christ, 

all is well. 

" A mind at perfect peace with God, 
Oh ! what a word is this ! 
A sinner reconciled through blood ; 
This, this indeed is peace !" 



January 24. 



" Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ," — Philip, i. 6. 

The Holy Ghost is the great and glorious sculptor 
for Jesus, His substitute in this world, to carry 
out the designs of His death. It is as though 
you were looking at a clever, persevering, deter- 
mined workman, and should say, ** I know that 
he will not leave his work undone, but mlljimsh 
it off in a masterly manner." Just so the Holy 
Spirit : He will not leave the intellect until it is 
an orb of brilliant light ; nor the heart until it is 
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pure love ; nor the will until it is wholly on the 
side of God, and the entire man perfect in Christ 
Jesus. Is the work in us hegun, and heing 
carried on ? 



^^'^A^i^^k^rfV^^^^^^^M^^^W^^^^^ 



January 25. 

** The presence of the God of Jaeob, which turned the 
rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of 
waters." — Psalm cxiv. 7, 8. 

Abb you, dear reader, complaining of the hard- 
ness of thine heart ? Are you saying : — 

" The rocks can rend ; the earth can quake ; 
The seas can roar ; the mountains shake ; 
Of feeling all things show some sign, 
But this unfeeling heart of mine." 

Behold the miracle — the flint turned into a 
fountain ! Behold a greater wonder — '* She hath 
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head." The heart-hardened 
sinner in the presence of Jesus ! the soul suhdued 
hy love, the flint turned into a fountain, and the 
rock into floods. Eealise the love of Jesus, and 
thou shalt dissolve in love too. 

January 26. 

« And so will I go in unto the king, which is not according 
to the law : and if I perish, I perish." — Esther vr. 16. 

This is strangely misapplied in the case of Jesus 
and seeking sinners. It was true of King 
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Ahasuerus, but surely not of King Jesus. ^* Not 
according to law !" What, unlawful to go into 
the presence of Him who came to seek and to 
save the lost? Nay; it is unlawful to keep 
away. Luther said, " I would run into Christ's 
arms, even if He had a drawn sword in His 
hands." But where is the sword to kill a seeking 
sinner? I see wounds, from which the purple 
streams flowed to wash away thy sins, but no 
sword to slay thee. Keep away, thou wilt surely 
perish ; run into His arms, thou art saved. 
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January 27. 

" Fret not,"— Psalm xxxvii. 1. 

Why ? Because it wastes the body, injures the 
mind, increases the trouble, dishonours Jesus. 
How prevent it ? By looking unto Jesus. Is He 
thine ; is all in Him thine ; all the fulness of Im- 
manuel — and canst thou fret ? Hadst thou but a 
dry crust in a garret with Him, thou shouldst not 
fret ! Nay, wert thou destitute of all things— as 
poor as Job, as sore as Lazarus — thou shouldst not 
fret. He is all, and in all. 

" If He is mine, let friends forsake. 
Let wealth and honour flee. 
Sure He who glvcth me Himself, 
Is more than these to me ! " 

But oh ! my reader, if Christ be not thiae, thou 
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hast cause to fret, for thou art poor indeed ! 
Seek Him now, or thou mayst fret for ever. 

Jamiary 28. 

" An4 he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven : and behold the 
angels of Qod ascending and descending on it." — Oen, 
xxviii. 12. 

A STBiKiNo symbol of Jesus I As God-man, He 
has spanned the space between the finite and the 
infinite ; united the creature to the Creator, heaven 
and earth, angels and men. As a ladder brings 
the highest part of the building and the lowest 
together, and is the medium of communication 
between them, so Jesus, as Mediator, is the way 
from God to sinners, and from sinners to God. 
Happy and highly favoured, indeed, is that youth 

■who, like Jacob, is honoured with the manifesta- 
tion of God in Christ when starting on the journey 
of life, and who, by climbing the mystic ladder, 
reaches heaven in safety. 

January 29. 

" So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and 
fetood at the door of the house of Elisha." — 2 Kinffs v. 9. 

In this style would many be saved, with worldly 
pomp and parade, although spiritual lepers, and 
more loathsome to Infinite purity than language 
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can describe or mind imagine ; yet they must be 
saved in splendoar. But not so. Royalty must 
in spirit, if not in outward form, lay aside the 
robe. of purple ; the judge his ermine ; the eccle- 
siastic his gown ; and the soldier his sword ; and all 
descend into the precious stream which cleanseth 
from all sin. 

" Jesus, onr Qreat Higli Priest, 
Has full atonement made ; 
Ye weary spirits, rest ; 
Ye monrnfal souls, be glad ! " 

January 30. 

"They shall sing of Thy righteousness." — Psalm cxlv. 7. 

It has been remarked that sin is twice condemned, 
twice executed, and twice annihilated.; first, in 
the person of Jesus, and then in each one of His 
people. Through Him, therefore, we can sing of 
the righteousness of God with rapture and in- 
creasing joy. How is the law magnified ! How 
is the cause of truth and righteousness advanced ! 
How is evil overruled for good, in this marvellous 
arrangement I And if God is so satisfied, surely 
we should be also ; being made the righteousness 
of God in Christ. Is sin being thus treated in us 
and by us ? Are we crucifying the flesh continu- 
ally ? Or does it reign over us ? 
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Jannary 31. 

" Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given 
me are for signs and wonders." — Isaiah viii. 18. 

Jesus and His Church will one day QoUect and 
concentrate the admiring attention of the whole 
universe, as without a single exception the 
mightiest marvel in creation. " Imagine/' says 
Howel, " a vessel blown to pieces by guapowder, 
the fragments scattered, re-collected, sent to sea 
again, and arriving safely : this would be nothing 
in wonderfulness compared to the Church of Christ, 
consisting of numberless souls, lost, scattered, re- 
generated, made one body in Christ, and brough t 
to heaven." 

*» When His Spirit leads ns home 
When we to His glory come. 
We shall all the fulness pi'OTe 
Of onr Lord's redeeming love." 



February 1. 

" Why could not we cast him out ?*'—Matt xvii. 19. 

Attempting to do the work of Christ, without 
His presence and power, is something like the 
conduct of Gehazi with the staff of Elisha. He 
laid it upon the dead child, but there was neither 
voice nor hearing. So he returned, and said, ** The 
child is not awaked." And what is our teaching 
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and preaching, and what is the very best instru- 
mentality, without the omnipotent energy of JesuSy 
but the staff of the prophet without the prophet, 
or rather without the prophet's God ? Is not 
this the reason why so many dead souls continue 
in death, notwithstanding aU the means used ? 
And is not this the reason why the evils of our 
hearts are unsubdued ? Unbelief in the power of 
Jesus. 
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February 2. 

•* We love Him, because He first loved us." — 1 John iv. 19. 

How wonderful is the mode adopted by God to 
fill us with love ; and what a precious proof is 
it that God is love ! He had many magnets, but 
one of incomparable beauty and brightness — 
capable of drawing more than all the loving 
spirits in the universe — and that He hew let down 
into this world, and by it effectually draws us to 
Himself. Jesus what a magnet thou art ! 
Thou hast drawn — art drawing ; draw still, until 
we are filled with Thy love ! 

". Pause, my soul ! adore and wonder. 
Ask, O why such love to me ? 
Grace hath put me in the number 
Of the Saviour's family." 
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February 3. 

"I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, 
which after he hath killed, hath power to cast into 
hell ; yea, I say unto you. Fear him." — Liike xii. 5. 

These are the words, burning and terrible as 
they are, of the meek and lowly Jesus, who loves 
us with a love greater than all created love — 
therefore do they demand our deep and devout 
attention. And what is the inference ? That to 
be cast into hell is not annihilation, else it would 
be no punishment to those killed, not being con- 
scious of their state. Jesus evidently means a 
greater evil than death, and something infinitely 
worse. Dear reader, are you in the road to hell ? 
Don't trifle, don't delay, don't wait, but flee this 
moment to Jesus. 

February 4. 

" Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.'* — 

John vi. 37. 

Suppose a benevolent family ; two members of it 
are from home — the one a prodigal, the other 
steady and religious. Whose knock at the door 
would be most welcome ? Were the knock of the 
prodigal known, what a thrill of joy would be 
felt by all who loved him, and longed for his 
return ! And so the vilest may be assured that 

D 
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they are most welcome to Jesus. Angels are wel- 
come, saints are welcome, but there is more joy 
over one sinner that repenteth. 



« 



Ye doubting sinners, oome and try. 
For Christ will not His g^ce deny. 
Then draw with joy, your vessels fill ; 
Come, draw and drink, whoever will." 



February 5. 

" They arc not of the world, as I am not of the worfd." — 

John xvii. 14. 

Observe in the habits of the bird and the fish the 
differenoe between the worldly and the unworldly. 
The swallow skims the surface, dips in for a 
moment, and soars aloft in its native element; 
whilst the fish lives and gambols in the water, 
but dies when taken out. So with Jesus and His 
disciples ; mingling with the world for purposes 
of mercy or necessity, but soon away to commune 
with the spiritual and eternal. Bear reader, 
which is thy element ? Dost thou love the world, 
its principles, its customs, its lusts ? or to be 
alone with Gid ? Those are solemn words, " If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him." 
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February 6. 

" Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me ; Thy 
rod and Thy sta£f they comfort me." — Paabn xxiii. 4. 

" The valley of the shadow of death '* may staiid 
for the most extreme peril possible in this world. 
A valley overhung and overshadowed with trees, 
^hose thick foliage would darken all beneath, 
where beasts of prey prowled, and many dangers 
threatened the timid sheep, would be an apt 
emblem of the direst troubles of this life. But 
the presence of Jesus prevents fear. Yes, precious 
Saviour ! our way illumined with Thy light, our 
hearts animated with Thy love, we will not fear 
to face all evil. 

** O Thou, who livest and wast dea(1. 
Say, * I'm your ever living Head !* 
And from each fear O set us free. 
But that of sinning against Thee.'' 



February 7. 

" The prayer of faith shall save." — James v. 16. 
The prayer of faith in Jesus may be compared to 
the coupling-iron which unites the train to the 
engine. Dissevered, the train is motionless, 
powerless ; joined, the whole is moved, and how 
rapidly ! So we may have the most perfect 
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instramentality, and yet be entirely powerless, 
not able to draw one soul to Jesas ; but united 
ourselves by faith to Him, and through Him to 
the triune Jehovah, and coming with boldness by 
the prayer of faith, we may draw down, draw 
into ourselves and others, infinite blessings — aye, 
and draw a train of precious souls to eternal 
glory ! Is it really so ? Surely then we should 
not rest until this power is ours, but cry with 
every breath, *' Lord, increase our faith I" 



February 8. 

"And Jesus being full of tlie Holy Gliosfc returned from 
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness." 
— LvJce iv. 1. 

Being full of the Holy Ghost is the grand quali- 
fication to meet the tempter, and overcome : in this 
Jesus is our pattern. Be filled with the Spirit, 
and you shall see your enemy, however masked or 
hidden, and see Jesus as tempted, that He might 
succour those that are tempted. Be filled with the 
Spirit, and you will be fully prepared for the fight, 
armed at all points, and come off more than con- 
queror, through Him that hath loved you. 

*' Tbus armed, 1 venture on the fight-, 
Uosolved to put my foes to flight; 
While Jesus kindly deigns to spread 
His conquering banner o'er my head.*' 
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February 9. 

" He that belieyeth on the Son of God hath the witucss 
in himself." — 1 John v. 10. 

Every creature is a witness to its Creator — from 
the grass beneath our feet to the loftiest archangel 
before the throne of God. Just so every prin • 
ciple implanted within us by the Holy Ghost must 
be a witness to His presence, power, and grace. 
Eaith in Jesus is the product of His power, for it 
is written, " I^o man can call Jesus Lord but by 
the Holy Ghost." Hast thou faith, love, hope, 
holy desires, aims, habits ? Prize them highly, 
look at them as witnesses for God ; for as surely 
as the stars in the firmament declare His glory, do 
these plants proclaim the presence and power of 
the triune Jehovah. 

February 10, 

" It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks." — 

AxiU ix. 5. 

Every sin aga'nst Jesus must sooner or later react 
upon the sinner; every blow struck at Christ, 
either at His person or at His people, will rebound 
on the striker. " They shall look on Him whom 
they pierced, and mourn as one mourneth for his 
only son." Look at Pentecost— how are they 
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pierced who pierced Jesus! Look at Saul — he 
strikes a blow at the body of Jesus, and now he 
lies prostrate before the Almighty Head ! Look 
at sinners in the day of His wrath — how they 
quail before the Judge ! 

** Deluded worm ! beware in time. 
Now let the fatal contest cease ; 
Confess thy g^ilt, abhor thy crime. 
And humbly soe for terms of peace." 



February 11. 

" Mine enemies would daily swallow me np." — 

Psalm Ivi. 2. 

Unqubstionablt they would, but for Jesus. Of 
all objects of prey to the ** roaring lion," none 
seem to stimulate his voracious appetite so much 
as a believer in Christ, and yet none are so safe 
from his cruelty and rage. Why ? — why cannot 
Satan swallow a believer ? Plainly, because he 
cannot swallow Jesus ; he cannot possibly devour 
a Christian without devouring Christ, for Christ 
is within him ; " Christ in you, the hope of glory." 
Be of good courage, poor tried, tempted, trembling 
soul ! fight on, and fear not ; resist the devil, and 
he must flee ; keep close to your Captain, obey 
His orders, and victory is yours. 
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February 12 

" And almost all things are by the law purged with blood 
and without shedding of blood is no remission."— 
Meh, \x. 22. 

There is no other road from heayen s mercy to 
man's misery but through Calvary ; and there is 
no other road from man's misery to heaven's 
mercy bat by the Cross of Jesas. Here we may 
meet the holy Jehovah amicably: the eye of 
God and the eye of the sinner fixed on the atone- 
ment, there is reconciliation, peace, everlasting 
friendship. And so it will be till we reach home, 
when we shall appear before our Father, washed 
in the blood of the Lamb, robed in the righteous- 
ness wrought on Calvary, and singing to the glory 
of Him who died for us. 
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The blood that makes His glorious Church 

From e^ery blemish free ; 
And, oh ! the riches of His love, 

He poured it out for me." 



February 13. 

" Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be My disciple." — Lu^e xiv. 33. 

JssiTS gives all and takes all. Amazing love ! 
He gives Bis entire self; His humanity and His 
divinity — the combined value of both ; His un- 
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iearehable zidies ; Hk infinite iCBonzees ; eternal 
life ! He giTee tibem, and out of His folneBs do 
we reeeiTe aeoording to our capacity to contain 
aocb blessednesB. He leqniies from ns all we 
are, and all we hare, or can be ; a loll soirender, 
tbe actual yielding up of self to be saved, the de- 
Yotement of ourselTea to His service and glory 
for ever. Give thyself to Jesus, and from Him, 
as from an infinite fountain, will flow into you an 
eternal stream of light, life, lore, and blessedness, 
for erer and for ever. 

February 14. 

"I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction." — 

Isaiah xlvili. 10. 

When you see a sinner arrested in his course, 
laid low by affliction, or by deep mental anguish 
brought to Jesus, this text is fulfilled. Or when 
the poor baokslider, in his career of declension, is 
by some calamity led to reflection, penitence, 
and prayer, this text is fulfilled. The steps of a 
Boeking and sympathising Saviour are constantly 
dirooted to the chamber of affliction, and many 
thousands aro blessing Him for the chastisement 
of Itis gontlo hand, and the love of His sym- 
|mthi»i»g heart. 



« 
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Jesu^, I am never weary, 

When upon tins bed of pain ; 
If Thy presence only cheer m'», 
All ray loss I count but gain. 
Ever near me, ever near rae. 
Ever near me. Lord, remain." 



^^^^A^^^^^^^^M«^^^^«^^«^^#^tf^^#^n^%rw 



February 15, 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my words, 
and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed 
from death unto life." — John v. 24. 

A BELIEVER in Jesus can never be unjastified, 
because the principle of his justification is not 
in himself, but in the Lord our Bighteousness. 
Jesus was justified — justified for us, justified from 
our sins, which were imputed i<i Him ; and we, 
being one with Him, are as He is, and shall 
be so for ever, for it is written, ** Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ?" O 
believer, look, keep looking to Jesus; realise 
yourself as in Him, and that before God judi- 
cially you are as He is, and you will go on your 
way rejoicing. 

February 16. 

"Lest I should be exalted above measure." — 2 Cor, xii. 7. 
" Sin/' said that profound preacher, Howel, " sin 
has converted man into such an air balloon, that 
nothing but the weight of Deity can keep it down.'* 
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We might have thoaght that if any man would 

have been free from the power of pride, Paul 

would — ^having been .smitten down by Jesus on 

his way to Damascus, taught so effectually by 

the Holy Spirit the evil within, and so humbled 

as to call himself the chief of sinners, and less 

than the least of all saints; but no— he must 

have a thorn to prevent pride. Behold, then, 

the love of Jesus in the thorn ! 

** For pride, that busy sin, 

Spoils all that we perform ; 
Cursed pride, that anawares creeps in. 
And swells a feeble worm." 

February 17. 

"And thoushalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense 
thee : for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection 
of the just,"— XmAtc xiv. 14. 

Believe that Jesus is the rewarder of • the 
righteous; that He will reward you; that He 
will fulfil His vast promise, of manifold more now 
and life eternal hereafter ; and you will be pre- 
served from terrible disappointment. If labour- 
ing for the good of man you are kindly treated— 
well ; if not, look forward to the great day of 
account ; and you may rejoice, notwithstanding the 
unthankfulness of sinners, knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inherit- 
ance ; for ye serve the Lord Christ. Cease from 
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man ; cleave to Jesus in all things ; and you will 
spend a happy and a useful life. 

February 18. 

** Her sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved 
much : but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth 
little "—i«;tc vii. 47 

It is a comfort to a loving soul to know that we 
redeemed sinners are better circumstanced than 
any other race for the cultivation, enjoyment, and 
manifestation of love. We are fallen, and there- 
fore capable of receiving richer mercy ; we have 
a Saviour, who has displayed unmatched love, 
exciting intense love in return ; we are savedf 
and have fuel to feed the flame which no other 
immortals can have ; and, in saving other sinners, 
have ways of expressing our love, impossible 
even to the angels above. 

" Loved of my God, for him again 
With love intense I'd burn ; 
Chosen of Thee, ere time began, 
I'd choose Thee in return." 

February 19. 

'' If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from 

thee."— Jlfa«. v. 30. 

The love of Jesus is seen here in striking contrast 
to the self-indulgence of sin-loving man; He 
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would wisely sacrifice part to save the whole; 
man risks the whole to gratify a part. It is the 
most wicked thing imagiaable to go to hell with 
a loving Saviour protesting against it; calling, 
warning, beseeching — yea, dying to prevent it. 
It is the most wicked place, where there is the 
most wicked company, and the certainty of being 
wicked and miserable for ever and ever. Dear 
reader, are you travelling thither? Eeflect, re- 
pent, pray. Listen to yeur loving Friend, ** He 
that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul; 
all they that hate me love death." 

• February 20. 

" He shall seo of the travail of his soul, and be salibfied.'* — 

Isaiah liii. 11. 

How certain is salvation ! Can such suffering be 
wasted ? Will infinite justice allow it to go for 
nothing ? Would infinite wisdon hang the issues 
on a peradventure ? Impossible ! What can 
satisfy Jesus but the attainment of the ends for 
which He suffered? Eemember this, poor 
trembling penitent, Jesus has felt the pangs of 
unutterable desire for thy salvation, has died for 
it, and cannot rest till thou art saved. Out of 
Jesus, all the attributes were against thee; but in 
Jesus, all demand thy pardon, thy holintss, thy 
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heaven, and all combine to secure them to thee. 
Believe this, and go in peace. 

February 21. 

^* If any man serve Ma^ him will My Father honour." — 

John xii. 26. 

How has Jesus dignified service by His words, 
deeds, death ! He stooped to become a servant of 
servants — " came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give His life a ransom for 
many." And now, the very best service we can 
render to God, to the universe, to men, is fully 
and faithfully to serve Jesus, by giving ourselves 
heartily to Him, and winning souls to Him : 
therefore will this be more highly rewarded than 
any other service. 

" Amazing love— how rich, how free — 
That Christ should die for such as me \ 
From hence, the holiest duties flow 
Of saints above and sifints below." 

The greatest honour will crown the greatest ser- 
vice. (Matt. XX. 26, 27.) 



*. /\ -'Nw'V^^yV 'V /v.' 



February 22. 

" Even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to 

come.'* — 1 TheBS, i. 10. 

I; is very natural that we should shrink from 

looking into the bell revealed in the Scriptures ; 
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bat how can we know tlie loye of Jesus or our 
vast obligation without? Wouldst thou know 
from what He has delivered thee? then collect 
together in thy mind*s eye all the evils of this 
life — all bodily torments, mental anguish, tortures 
of conscience, all that has been endured from 
creation's dawn by all sufferers — and remember 
that hell is all this, and vastly more, intensified, 
immortalized, without hope of escape! But am 
I really delivered now, or am I in danger ? 
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February 23. 

** And it cAme to piss, wliile He blessed them, He was 
parted from th.^m, and carried up into heaven." — 
Jjuke xiiv. 51. 

How beautifully appropriate and becoming, that 
the last attitude of Jesus should be with lifted 
hands blessing His people. He cime into the 
world on purpose to bless them; blessings with- 
out number attended Him all through His life — 
fell from His lips, were scattered with His hands, 
poured forth from the gaping wounds, rose with 
Him from the grave, and now fell like a glorious 
shower as He ascended to the throne of blessed- 
ness. As the Divine Artist has left this as tbe 
last photograph of the Bedeemer, so may He keep 
it ever before us till we see Him face to face. 
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February 24. 

•* Haw long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee."— 

Jer, iv. 14. 

Pebhaps for ever ! Thy soul is immortal ; thou 
wilt think for ever. Canst thou tell what will 
be the character of thy thoughts, if unhappily 
thou art lost ? Memory will recall the past evil, 
conscience will reproach, God will punish; but 
who will be able to expel these thoughts ? Jesus 
can and will now, if you seek Him, His power 
is equal to this; He can subdue all things to 
Himself; He can cast out demons with a word, 
and fill with good. 



« 



Thy mercy pardons crying sins, 
And washes oat the deepest stains ; 
*Tis free, and to the vilest given — 
The vilest out of hell and heaven." 
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Pebruary 25, 

" His riches in glory." — rhilip, iv. 19. 

Suppose a father, wealthy and wise, with a large 
family. Say, should these children be educated 
according to their childlike ideas, or according to 
the parent's superior views ? Just so here. Look- 
ing over the family of God ; obserying their 
ignorance, waywardness, remaining corruptions, 
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faulty characters — what a mercy to know that 
they are to be educated^ not according to their 
poor, narroW; puerile notions, but according to 
the infinite wealth and wisdom of our Father, 
God in Christ. Such is the scale, and our salva- 
tion in Jesus the finest example. Leave thyself, 
therefore, in His hand-) ; '* for as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is His mercy 
toward them that fear Him." 



February 26. . 

" Who gave Himself."— G^ai. ii. 20. 

And nothing less would satisfy. Just as an affec- 
tionate wife would say, " Your wealth is nothing 
without you ; nor your time, nor your society, all 
is nothing without your heart;" so the Church 
would say, looking out on all the wealth of 
Jesus — world upon world, infinite riches — "All 
this would not satisfy tbe loving soul, without 
Thy very self." But Thou hast given Thyself, set 
apart Thyself for our sakes, to lift us to Thyself 
for ever ! 

" Come, let me love ! or is my mind 
Hardened to stone, or froze to ice P 
t see the blessed Fair One bend, 
And stoop t'embrace.me from the skies." 
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lebrnary 27. 

" Let Israel hope in the Lord : for with the Lord there 
is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption. And 
He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities."'-* 
Psalm cxzx. 7, 8. 

Good, better, best — a threefold argument to per- 
suade us to hope ia Jesus. First comes mercy, 
to win us and encourage — *' With the Lord there 
is mercy," good for the guilty, love for the lost, 
hope for the despairing ; then '' plenteous re* 
demption," vastly beyond general benevolence, 
promising even more than vre need, abundance 
of pardon, peace, and holiness ; but oh ! vrhat are 
these to the assurance of redemption from all our 
iniquities ? — so complete that we shall be as sin- 
less as though we had never sinned, and covered 
with a robe more beauteous than any to be found 
in any wardrobe in the universe. " Worthy is 
the Lamb." 

February 28. 

" Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.*' — Psalm czxxiii. 1. 

Pleasabt to the senses; the loving sparkle of the 
eye, the friendly aspect of the countenance, the 
gentle tone of the voice, the courteous bearing 
of the whole deportment ; how good and how 
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pleasant is even tbe outer form in which love 
embodies itself ! Pleasant to reason ; because it 
i? right, the fulfilment of the law of love, and 
BO consistent with the character as Christian. 
Pleasant to heaven ; where there is not a cold 
look, not a frown, not a note of discord ; where 
the Father of infinite love unfolds His love ; and 
Jesus, the incarnation of love, and the loving 
angels, and all the air is love. 

*f One with Thyself, may every eye 
la U9, Thy brethren, see 
That gentleness and grace that spring 
From union. Lord, with Thee." 
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February 29. 

- Till we all oome in the unity of the Mth."^Ephes. iv. 13. 

Chbtstian unity is a Divine production, and the 
end of all the means of grace as appointed by 
Jesus. Who that knows human nature can ex- 
pect to bring together a number of minds so 
differently constituted, so variously circumstanced, 
and weld them into one — one faith, one Lord, one 
baptism? When this is seen; when we see a 
number of persons loving each other fervently, 
wearing the image of Jesus, manifesting His 
Spirit, engaged iu His work, we may say — This 
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is the finger of God, the workmanship of the Holy 
Ghost. Is it so? How fervently and how fre- 
quently ought we to pray for the spirit of Jesus, 
and carefully cultivate it at all times ! 



March 1. 

" Then He Sfud unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 

believe." — Jjuke xxiv. 25. 

Slowbtess in spiritual things is one of th^ trials 
and perplexities of most. How many times did 
God say Repent, and we refused ? How many 
times did He command us to believe, and we con- 
tinued unbelieving ? Was it not after months — 
aye, in some cases years — of conflict and struggle 
that conversion was accomplished .^ What a 
mighty power was that which caused an influence 
to come ovei? us, sweeping away all our scruples, 
excuses, difficulties, and carrying U3, as with holy 
violence, into the kingdom of Jesus ! And since 
that day how slow has been our spiritual growth, 
how slow to believe such great promises, how 
slow to comply with commands so merciful ! 
Jesns, our great Forerunner, quicken our pace, 
draw us by Thy love, that we may run in the way 
of Thy commandments. 
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March 2. 

" If he lose one of them." — Luke xv, 4. 
Jksvs knows His sheep. Before Him the whole 
flock is spread out — all who are in heaven, all 
who are in the fold on earth, and all who are 
still wandering in the world. Amazing know- 
ledge ! precious consolation ! All my wants, and 
woes, and wanderings are known to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of my soul. And just as the 
shepherd, on counting his flock, would miss the 
one that had gone astray, and would hecome con^ 
cemed for it — so, from this parable, do we learn 
that even one soul, out of the countless multitude 
of souls committed to Jesus, is an object of con- 
cernment to Him — lost to Him, not in its right 
place, and, therefore, no rest for the Shepherd 
until it is restored. 

March 3. 

" Leave the ninety and nine, and goeth after that which is 

lost.** — Luke XV. 4. 

Oyer hill and dale, through forest and thicket, 
streams and rivers, oblivious to all beside, 
the shepherd pursues the lost one. Thus 
Jesus left the home of blessedness, seeking 
the lost ones; every step He took, every 
word He uttered, all He did was to this end. 
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And still, by His ministers, by His Spirit, by His 
providence, is He seeking them out ; the calling 
of sinners to repentance, the bringing back the 
backsliders, occupies every moment of every day, 
until the last one is safely folded in heaven. 



« 



The Shepherd sought His sheep. 
The Father sought His child ; 

They followed me o'er vale and hill, 
O'er desert, waste, and wild.' 



f> 
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Uarcli 4. 

"And when he hath found it." — Luke xv. 5. 

Jesvs finds them in various places. He finds some 
in the dark and dismal realms of heathenism ; 
others in the depths of infidelity ; some in the 
mire of sensualism ; and others^ in a false and 
fashionable formalism. But find them He will, 
and save them. No obstacle shall stop Him ; no 
amount of sin prevent His progress ; no struggling 
of the silly sheep can prevent the Good Shepherd 
from bringing them to the fold. Blessed truth, 
full of consolation and grace ! Sooner could 
Satan arrest the sun in its course, or roU back the 
ocean's tide, than stop the onward march of 
Emmanuel in His career of mercy through this 
fallen world. 
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March 5. 

" He layeth it on His sboaldere.*' — Luke xy, 5. 

Thb poor Bheep is found in a pit, or worried by 
the wolf, or half dead with hunger and fright ; 
and a long way from home, how can it reach the 
fold ? And so the sinner is found, awakened, 
converted ; but how is he to reach home ? There 
is a long way to travel, and the road is rough and 
rugged, infested with robbers; how can he, so 
feeble, continue and persevere to the end ? In 
this picture you have the mystery explained. 
Where is that feeble lamb, or that fainting sheep ? 
On the shoulders of the Shepherd ; and will He, 
think ye, let him fall off or drop into bell ? 



<( 



They found me nigb to death, 
Famished, and faint, and lone ; 

They bonnd me with the bands of love, 
They saved the wandering one. ' 
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March 6. 

" Rejoice with me ; for I have found my sheep which was 

lost." — Luke XV. 6. 

CHBist is the happiest being in creation, and 
saving souls His happiest work. He is carrying 
on a multitude of wondrous works, but we are 
assured that there is not one that occasions so 
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much joy as the recovery of a lost soul; He 
created all things, but no such emotions were 
awakened as these; He governs all things, but 
much of His government is called His strange 
work, whilst the work of redemption is said to 
occasion intense, peculiar, and infinite joy. So 
here it is an overflowing joy ; He cannot contain, 
but calls on all to rejoice with Him : *' The Lord 
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty. He will 
save ; He will rejoice over thee with joy ; He 
will rest in His love, and joy over thee with 
singing/' 

March 7. 

•« Was lost; is found.*' — LuJce xv. 32. 

But am I found ? Am I on the shoulders of the 
Good Shepherd? How may I know it? Are 
you at the footstool of Divine mercy, convinced 
of sin, pleading for pardon, penitent and believing, 
mourning over sin, and fighting against it, cling • 
ing to Christ, and looking, and longing, and 
loving ? Then be assured that you are found ; 
the redeemed and the Redeemer are rejoicing over 
you^ join with them — let there be a jubilee of 
joy, earth and heaven mingling their melodies to 
the praise of Jesus. 
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" I was a wandering sheep, 

I did not love the fold ; 
I did not love the Shepherd's voicp, 

I would not be controlled. 
But happy now I am, 

And happy shall I ba ; 
Till gazing on my Lord, the Lamb, 

I all His love shall see." 



March 8. 

" He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments ; and 
took a towel, and girded Himself." — John ziii. 4. 

What strange attitudes has the grace of God 
occasioned in the social system ! We see the 
loftiest hending to the lowest, the mightiest 
stooping to the meanest, the wisest conversing 
with the most ignorant, the holiest associating 
with the unholiest ! We see angels who excel in 
strength ministering to the necessities of sinful 
worms, and rejoicing over one sinner that re- 
penteth. But the attitude of Jesus surpasses 
all in wonderfulness, condescension, and grace. 
"Great is the mystery of godliness" — the Son of 
God, Lord of Angels, Judge of the World, the 
great God, girding Himself with a towel ! What 
a rehuke to our pride ; what an encouragement to 
the timid ; and reason for love ! 
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Marcli 9. 

"For we musfc all appear before the judgmenfe seat of 
Christ ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad." — 2 Cor. v. 10. 

In looking at the multitude, we are struck with 
the idea — How little do these people look like 
persons going to a grand trial — a trial in which 
they must personally appear, and answer for all 
they do in this life ! How faint and feeble is our 
conviction of our accountability ! And yet there 
is not one fact in the future more certain than 
this ! Yes, whilst these poor thoughtless creatures, 
including multitudes who are wise for this world, 
are going on, accumulating sin, adding mountain 
to mountain, thoughtless of the day of reckoning, 
there is One above remarking all, remembering 
all, and determined to bring every one to the bar 
of judgment ! 

March 10. 

" Power on earth to forgive sins." — Matt, ix 6. 

Thb pardon of sin is represented as a manifesta- 
tion of power as well as grace ; and power nothing 
short of almightiness. Pardon implies the pre- 
vention of the penalties due to sin, the arrest of 
the natural and legal consequences of transgressing 
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the holy law of God. Who but God can have 
the right,' and who but God can have power 
to say, Thy sins, which are many, are all for- 
given ? For one example : Every sin is a seed, 
and endowed with the fearful power of repro- 
duction ; and the sinner being immortal, the 
awful plant may go on growing for ever, pro- 
ducing more and more misery every moment. 
Say, can any arm but that of Divine love arrest 
this growth ? Is it not to be feared that many, 
who think themselves pardoned, are in ignorance 
even as to what pardon means ? 
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March 11. 

" Search idp, God, and know my heart : try me, and 
know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." — 
Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 

Most necessary prayer for those who have such 
deceitful hearts, and exposed to such a crafty 
enemy ! And a great mercy that it is said of 
Jesus that He knew what was in man. Yes ; He 
that numbers the stars in the firmament, counts 
the hairs of our head, weighs the mountains in 
scales and the hills io a balance, can with icfinite 
precision tell the number, the magnitude, and the 
desert of our sins. He who undertook to be the 
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sinner's surety knew what He was about; He 
who had our sins imputed to Him felt t^heir 
weight; He who atoned for our transgressions 
can reveal them. To Him, therefore, must we 
apply. 
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March 12. 

" Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great." — 
Psalm XXV. 11. 

Stkange plea this! The criminal pleading the 
greatness of his crime as a reason for pardon. 
How would this do in a court of justice amongst 
men ? and, but for Jesus, how would this do in 
the court of equity in heaven? It would not, 
will not do — for without shedding of blood there 
is no remission; there is no other name under 
heaven by which men can be saved but that of 
Jesus. ** What shall we say then ? That the 
Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, 
have attained to righteousness, even the righteous- 
ness which is of faith ; but Israel, which followed 
after the law of righteousness, hath not attained 
to the law of righteousness." (Rom. ix. 30, 31.) 
Whilst poor, penitent believers in Jesus get pardon 
by faith in Him, proud, self-righteous persons 
lose it, by pleading their works. 

F 2 
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Marcli 13. 

" Pardon mine iniquity, for it is greaS" — Psalm xxv. 11. 

P&Ecious plea! and precious Jesus who alone 
could make it available ! Provision is made in the 
constitution of grace for the pardon of the greatest 
transgressors, Jesus having "by Himself purged 
our sins ; " which '* He did once, "when He 
offered up Himself," and "by His own blood 
entered into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us." Oh ! the wondrous 
power of this plea ! It appeals to all in Uod : to 
His infinitely loving heart ; to His readiness to 
pardon ; to His perfect faithfulness, righteousness, 
His promise, and His oath. It must succeed ; it 
is infallible ; plead it, plead it — plead it, until 
actually pardoned. 

** Oh, saving name ! ob, name of power ! 
The very soul of jest. 
My claim upon Jehovah's heart ; 
I plead Thee, and am blest I " 
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March 14. 

" Able to keep you from falling." — Jude 24. 
Would you know from what Jesus can keep you 
falling ? read the chapter. How refreshing, after 
the terrible picture presented here by the in- 
spired artist, to turn to One that is able to pre- 
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serve us from the corruptions described ! How 
encouraging to know that multitades are pre- 
served ; and that the same gracious power that 
kept them will also keep us ! Error may abound 
on every hand; great minds may fall like stars 
from the firmament ; but you who trust in Jesus 
shall be kept. Immorality may prevail, and 
many stronger than you may fall into the gulf; 
but you shall be kept pure. Hell may open her 
mouth to receive multitudes ; but you shall never 
fall into it. Would you be kept ? Constantly 
implore the putting forth of this mighty power — 
but never lean on an arm of flesh. 

March 15. 

" The presence of His glory." — Jude 24. 

All Scripture leads us to believe that there is one 
bright spot in creation, brighter than all the rest, 
distinguished above all for the manifestations of 
the Godhead. God is everywhere — the entire 
universe is filled with His presence, the heavens 
declare His glory, and the firmament showeth forth 
His handy work ; but there is one place especially 
the dwelling place of Jehovah, where every per* 
feotion is fully disclosed — ^here almightiness, faith- 
fulness, wisdom, and love shine forth most 

1 3 
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brilliantly. This is called the presence of His 
glory; and here are the friends of Jesus to be 
presented for the Divine approval and reward. 



(( 



Then will He own my worthless name, 

Before His Father's face ; 
And in the new Jenisalem, 

Appoint my soul a place.* 



«» 



March 16. 

" Faultless before the presence of His glory." — Jude 24. 

Eacjltless, even in the view of all this brightness ! 
No bodily blemish shall disfigure the Bride of 
Jesus ; she will be as free from disease and de- 
formity as His own most precious body. No in- 
tellectual defect; here we see through a glass 
darkly, are but partially illuminated ; there face 
to face — perfect perception without ignorance or 
error. Faultless ! and, therefore, no guiltiness — 
nothing worthy of blame — ^nothing deserving of 
censure. Of all the multitudinous sins committed 
in this life, not one shall be found on the believer 
in Jesus. Covered with the righteousness of the 
Eedeemer, we shall be so complete that the criti- 
cism of the whole creation shall not detect a 
single flaw, nor the Judge And ought to con- 
demn. 
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March 17. 

" Fatdtless before the presence of HU glory.*' — Jude 24. 
Then must the fountain of our faults be dried up, 
and the tree of corruption withered to the very 
root. This is a wonder we have never seen, a 
miracle of grace we must die to behold. We have 
seen various bad habits severed, as so many dead 
branches from the tree ; but the uprooting of the 
tree itself — who ever saw that? Yet to the 
dying thief did Jesus declare " To-day shalt thou 
be With Me in paradise." Oh, what a power must 
that be which can dislodge indwelling sin — th^t 
old, original, tormenting, tyrannising abomina- 
tion ! 

"Come to Jesus He*ll receive you; 

He will cancel all your guilt. 
'Twas for this He came to save you ; 

'Twas for this His blood was spilt." 

Sarch 18. 

'* With exceeding joy." — Jude 24. 
O TE who are vexed and worried with sin, what a 
thrill of delight will go through your spirit w hen 
you feel free from it ! Oh, ye who feel abashed 
at the pollution that will rise up in defiance of all 
your efforts to keep it down, what joy and 
gladness will fill your soul when you know that 
the evil is for ever destroyed ! Oh, the sensation 
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of feeling everlastingly well, entirely free from all 

disease of body and mind ! Oh, the blessedness 
of having no more unbelief, no more pride, no 

more ingratitude, no more conflict ; all sin being 
removed to an infinite distance from us. O 
Jesus ! Jesus ! my soul is tormented that I can- 
not love Thee as I would. What love is this to 
make me faultless ! 

March 19. 

" With exceeding joy.'*— Jwrfe 24. 
The day when Jesus shall present His Bride to 
the Father will be emphatically the very jubilee 
of joy to all the holy. Yes, brethren, in this 
exceeding joy all the holy will reciprocate. The 
Father of infinite majesty will delight in seeing 
His family faultless ; the Son will rejoice in the 
fruits of His agonies and death ; the glorious 
Spirit will survey His workmanship with exquisite 
satisfaction ; the 4ioly angels will exult in the 
accession of so many happy intelligences ; whilst 
the redeemed themselves will make the heavens 
ring with their loud and glorious anthem, " Tin to 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in His own blood, be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever." Dear reader, will it be a jubilee to 
you? 
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llarcli 20. 

" Into Thine hand I commit my spirit." — Psalm xxxi. 5. 

This is the vital point of safety — committing our 
frail, feeble, and faulty nature into the hands of 
Him who can keep us from falling, and present 
us faultless before God. Less than faultless 
would not be salvation; nothing faulty can go 
into the presence of the holy; one sin would 
exclude. 

" Had I a throne above the rest, 

Where angels and archangels dwell, 
One sin unslain within my breast 

Would make my heaven as dark as hell." 

" And there shall in nowise enter into it any- 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie ; but they which are 
written in the Lamb's Book of Life.'^ Dear 
reader, if you have not committed your soul to 
Jesus, when, when do you intend to do it ? Where 
may you be the next hour ! 

March 21. 

" So He giveth His beloved sleep." — Psahn cxxvii. 2. 

A SLEEPLESS saint may be despised by many, but 
not by Jesus. He who never slumbers, who is 
the keeper of Israel, is often attracted to the bed- 
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side of His precious people. It may be in a mud 
hut, unknown, unnoticed, uncared for in this 
great world, there lies a poor, sleepless pilgrim, 
weary and wakeful ; no power to command sleep 
— and Jesus is there, watching and waiting to 
bless. It may be a fond wife, anxious about the 
soul of her husband, and she cannot sleep ; or a 
perplexed tradesman, troubled about a bill coming 
due on the morrow; or it may be a teacher, 
anxious about his scholar ; a pastor, thinking of 
his people; and they cannot sleep. Now Jesus 
can no more forget these people than He can the 
throne He sits upon, and this one thought will 
often bring sleep. Try it. 

March 22. 

** So He givefch His beloved sleep." — Psalm cxxvii. 2. 

How } Is it an easy thing to get sleep ? There 
may be the downy bed, the soft pillow, attentiye 
servants, obedient children, great wealth, and yet 
no power to sleep. How does Jesus give His 
beloved sleep? Not by opiates, nor by flatter- 
ing unction, nor by improper means, but by a 
sovereign method of His own. He has cordials 
to soothe that the world knows not of ; He has 
power of consolation, that will give repose when 
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nothing else will ; He can in a moment give such 
a view of things as will turn the tide quite into a 
different channel, and, by removing care, soothe 
the sleepless to sleep. 



4( 



Oh, name of rest ! with comfort fraught. 

So precious and so deep. 
Where Qod doth make a downy bed, 

To give His weary sleep." 



Sarcli 23. 

" The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands 
of angels; the Lord is among them."— P*a/»» Ixviii. 17. 

The ascension of our Lord to which this refers 
(Eph. iv. 8) was a most magnificent miracle, 
attended by circumstances suited to the dignity 
of His person, the grandeur of His mission, 
and the glory of His success. It was be- 
coming that those holy angels who sung the 
anthem of His advent, attended Him through 
life, hovered around the cross in mute amaze- 
ment, should, with loud and lofty praise, conduct 
Him back to the throne of His glory. As with 
the Master, so with the disciple. wondrous 
grace ! His meanest member shall also have an 
angelic guard to glory. 
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March 24. 



" And the voice of harpt re, and masicians, and of pipers, 
and trumpeteni, shall be heard no more at all in thee ; 
and the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in 
thee ; and the voice of the bridegroom and the bride 
shall be heard no more at all in thee." — Bev. xyiii. 
22, 23. 

Behold the desolations of sin and tremble ; for 

they are called blessed \vho tremble at God*8 

word. Picture of perdition ! Where the silTer 

trumpet of mercy never sounds ; where the Sun 

of Eighteousness never shines ; where the soft 

gales of the Spirit never blow, and the notes of 

joy and gladness are never heard ! 

" When the harvest is past, and the summer is gone. 
When sermons and prayers shall be o'er, 
When the beams cease to break of the blest Sabbath 
morn. 
And Jesus Invites thee no more ; 
Say, O sinner, that livest at rest and secure. 

Who fearest no trouble to come, 
Can thy spirit the wailings of sorrow endure. 
Or bear the impenitent's doom ? " 



/■v^^yx/ */^/■\'•^-/N/*\/\r^./^/^<^*^*'^•"^^* s^ "fcr -■ ■^^ • 



March 25. 



" He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the 
souls of the needy." — Psalm Ixxii. 13. 

SwEBT promise to those who feel their needs ! Ob, 
who can utter them ? Were you to assemble be« 
fore your mind's eye all the temporal wants of 
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mankind j picture to yourself a place deep in 
destitution, or afflicted with fever, or involved in 
bankruptcy, or ravaged by war, and put all the 
wants and woes together, they would be all as 
nothing to your great need of pardon, of holiness, 
of the Holy Spirit, of eternal life ! Do you feel 
your need ? Betake thyself at once to Him who 
can supply thy every want, pardon every sin, 
subdue every evil, and present thee faultless before 
His Father in glory. 

March 26. 

"And notbiDg shall by any means hurt thee." — Luke x. 19. 

Thou hast passed through many deep tribulations 
— let me now ask thee, tried one, which part of 
you is hurt ? Is thy intellect injured ? Canst 
thou not think as clearly as ever ? Thy will ? 
Art thou not as resolved on heaven as when you 
first started ? Thy conscience ? Is it not still 
tender, sensitive, and washed daily in the precious, 
healing fountain ? Thy religious principles — faith, 
love, hope ? Have they not become strengthened 
by these trials ? Be honest, and give glory to Him 
who said. Nothing shall hurt you. Property may 
have gone, friends gone, health gone ; but here is 
thy soul, and Jesus in it. 
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Maroh 27. 

" Tbii U R ipr^Afc royiiery i but I speak ooncorning Christ 
nnd the Clmroh.'*— J^^^. v. 32. 

Wm httvo not to travol far to get into the region 
of my«tery. There is no lino of thought along 
whioh wo may happen to travel but will land U3 
thort) very soon. If we study the pebble that has 
Wmx rolling About the globe for ages ; or the plant 
Uttdor our foi^t; or the planets, or anything God 
hi^« xi\u\k\ how much is there that we cannot 
\iud0r»tnud ? but all is nothing in wonderfulness 
to Vho bv^ of Christ to His Church ; an infinite, 
KUtv^mle^ shoreless ocean, in which all our 
lhougUt$ M^ drowQdvl. lledemption is the crown- 
ing myi^tt^ry, a mimole in God ; a miracle in man ; 
Mid (Moh nm^oitti^l sinner will advl» "a miiade in 
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** \VtttW w* wvw vv« *Ji4^>^\ Ohrtsi died far wl** — 
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fitti^► **Ad 5h^ iuduiti? thM *pp^Ars » wo^-iarfal 
ii% V'iiri*j'$ I.ne: n.^r th*: a p:inf r.irl: shool-l 
WvVis^ *l>ss\; :," d,*;«^ jci Ks^-xi : b:i: lie zurril 



FOR EVERY DAY. 63 

wicked, and enemies by wicked works. If we shrink 
from contact with the ungodly, how much more 
would the Holy One of Israel ! O Jesus ! let 
me wonder more and more, and be dissolved into 
tenderness and love to Thee, in thinking that — not- 
withstanding all my foulness, although I cannot 
but loathe myself, despise myself — Thou shouldst 
love me with an impassioned ardour, and die forme. 

March 29. 

" I wait for the Lord.*' — Psalm cxxx. 6. 

Do you ? Is it really the Lord, the Lord Jesus 
to whom all government is committed, you wait 
for ? Anxious sinner ! looking for pardon and 
peace, is it Jesus you are waiting for ? Perplexed 
pilgrim! living in doubt, not knowing which 
way to turn, is it the Lord you are looking for — 
He who has the keys, who openeth and shutteth 
doors at His pleasure ? And you, beloved, who are 
looking for brighter manifestations of power and 
grace in your own souls, in your family, in the 
congregation, is it Jesus you wait for ? Oh, to 
look off from all, and look to Jesus only ! 

" He comes ! the Bridegroom promised long. 
Go forth with joy to meet Him; 
And raise the new and naptial song, 
In cheerful strains to greet Him." 

o 2 
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April 2. 

"So I prayed to the God of heaven."--^tfA. ii. 4. 

It is worthy of notice that this prayer was offered 
between the King's question and Nehemiah's 
answer ,• and as rapidly returned with the favour 
requested. What a precious privilege and what 
a mighty power is this ejaculatory prayer! In 
a moment; in the twinkling of an eye, as quick as 
lightning, the soul ascends in desire to Jesus, and 
brings more than legions of angels to our help, 
and more blessings than we can receive. And 
where there is a will there is a way ; and nothing 
can so come in between the soul and Jesus — not 
Satan, not care, not corruption — as to prevent 
prayer. As the touched needle turns to the 
North, so surely does the Christian turn to Jesus, 
and Jesus to the Christian. 



AprU 3. 

** The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him." — John i. 18. 

Jesus, Himself the greatest mystery, is, neverthe- 
less, necessary to explain all other mysteries. In 
looking on the wondrous creation we ask — Who 
made all these things? We are told — Jesus. 
Who upholds all? Jesus. How is it that 
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Buoh a guilty race is spared ? Through Jesu?. 
What is to be unfolded in the future? The 
truths, the predictions, the glory of Jesus. Where 
are the attributes, purposes, plans, principles of 
Deity to be seen ? In Jesus. What a dark uni- 
verse would it be without Jesus ; and what dark 
souls are the wisest of the world without Jesus ! 



April 4. 

** He tkit dwelleth in the secret place of the Most Higb." 

— Psalm xci. 1. 

How little do the world know of the real 
spiritual dwelling-place of the Christian ! Where 
is it ? Where the heart is ; for as a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he. And whore dwells the 
believer's heart? In the secret place of the 
Most High ; in the bosom of the Beloved — 
out of self, above himself, above his fellows, 
above the whole creation. Can an angel be in a 
safer plaoe ? 

" Dend to the world, with Him who died, 
To win our hearts, our love ; 
*We, risen with our risen Head, 
In spirit dwell above." 

Dear reader, is this your sanctuary ? 
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holding it together in harmony. Truthfulness is 
essential to the very idea of Deity; an infinite 
liar is a hideous phantom that cannot stay before 
the mind a moment ; truthfulness is an essential 
element in the constitution of the Qodhead. This 
is the truth of truths — that Jesus, our brother, 
kinsman, friend, surety, is really and truly God, 
and, therefore, we have eternal life in Him. 

" Millions of happy spirits live 
On Thine exhaustless store ; 
From Thee thej all their bliss receive, 
And still Thou givesfe more.*' 

April 9. 

" That we might have a strong consolation, who have fled 
for refuse to lay hold upon the hope set bef jre us." — 
Heh vi. 18. 

What a provider is our blessed God ! What pro- 
vision has He stored up for our bodily wants in 
air, in earth, in sea ! And what provision for our 
spiritual wants! Who can utter the greatness 
and painfulness of the need of food for faith in 
creatures so prone to doubt, to disbelief, and to 
despair ? Look to Jesus, and see the proof of pro- 
vision for this — the prediction of Him, promises 
made through Him, by Him ; and all so marvel- 
lously fulfilled ! Wouldst thou have strong con- 
solation ? — realise Jesus. 
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AprU 10. 

** Then Jesus biholding him, loved him." — Math x. 21. 

Jestjs loved him, and yet there does not appear to 
have been any real religion in him, as the sequel 
proved. What must we infer from this, but that 
there are things loveable in the irreligious? 
There was honesty, chastity, truthfulness, rever- 
ence, noble aspirations, and yet no love to God, 
none to Jesus ; and therefore, had he died in that 
condition, no heaven. Is it so ? that the 
young would consider 1 

" Must all the charms of nature, then. 
So hopeless to salvation prove ? 
Can hell demand, can heaven condemn. 
The man whom Jesus deigns to love P" 

And hew did Jesus prove His love ? Here is a 
lesson to all who know such — He faithfully told 
him the truth. 
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April 11. 

"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen." — M<xtt. zzviii. 20. 

" I AM," not '* I will be." This phrase is signi- 
ficant, and repeatedly used by our Lord. The 
language of one with an infinite consciousness ; 
whose presence pervades all space ; to whom the 
past, present, and future are all as " one eternal 
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now." It 18 the language of Deity, and proper 
only to the true G-od. But this mast be true of 
Jesus to be Jesus, to perforin His covenanted 
work, fulfil His engagements and promises ; and 
one of the great secrets of success in the Christian's 
course is the realisation of it. Where art thou 
at this moment, belieyer? What art thou 
doing, suffering, thinking about ? Remember, 
Jehovah Jesus is with thee. 
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April 12. 

" And where is now my hope ?*• — Job xyii. 15. 
Momentous question for an immortal being, 
Where is my hope ? On what am I leaning at 
this moment for the never-ending ages of eternity ? 
Where do I expect to be, with whom live, what 
doing, happy or miserable? As well expect a 
cobweb to sustain a mountain, as any other than 
Jesus to support the weight of an immortal soul. 
He is Bock, the Eock of Ages, the only founda- 
tion, and can bear thee up when the universe 
sinks in ruins. 



u 



All my sinB were laid upon Thee, 
All my griefs were on Thee laid ; 

For the blood of thine atonement 
All my utmost debt has paid. 

Dearest Sayioar, dearest Saviour, 
I believe, for Thou hast said." 
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April 13. 

" Verily, verily, I say nnto you. If a man keep my saying, 
he shall never see death," — John viii. 61. 

"Neveb see death." What a boon, what a 
blessing would this appear to many, if it could 
be understood literally ! What a deliverance, to 
be free from the fear of the coffin, the shroud, the 
grave, and all that may come after ! But to the 
Christian what dismal tidings ! Never die ! Why* 
then I shall never be free from sin, sorrow, and 
Satan ; never see Jesus ; never see God ! But it 
must be understood spiritually; then what com- 
fort to those who keep the sayings of Jesus. 
Never lose spiritual life, never become unjusti- 
fied, never see the second death ! Precious truth ! 
Precious Jesus ! Lord increase our faith. 

April 14. 

" And I will write upon him the name of my Qod."— 

Rev. iii. 12. 

We have read of a holy man, who walked about 
his room the whole of one night, exclaiming, " My 
God ! my God !" lost in wonder, love, and praise 
that such a worthless one could claim such a rela- 
tionship, and rejoice in such an heritage. We can 
fancy him looking out on the vast fields of nature, 
and hinking all these are the property of '' my 
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God ;'' or musiDg on the goTemment of all worlds, 
and rejoicing that the Holer was *' my God ;** or 
he might ponder the plan of redemption, and 
triumph in the thought that the Bedeemer was 
**my God." Dear reader, can you feel thus? 
Look at the promise for to-day, and go to Jesus, 
who alone can introduce you into the family of 
God. 

April 15. 

« My Ood Bhall."— PMip. iv. 19. 

Not, "perhaps He may," or "I think He will," 
or " possibly He may ;" but boldly and outright, 
" My God shall." We ought to put God's " shall " 
against all doubts, fears, misgivings, and alarms, 
and rest on it as on a rock. There is nothing 
that God resents more than the suspicion of for- 
saking His own dear children; and ever points 
us to the Cross, when He for a moment forsook 
His own beloved Son, because He could not for- 
sake His people. He who said, ''Thou shalt 
surely die," now says as positively to every one 
in Christ, '* Thou shalt surely live." 

** The work which His goodness began 

The arm of His strenp^th will complete ; 
His promise is * Yea, and Amen/ 
And never was forfeited yet," 
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AprU 16. 

" My God shall snpply all your need.**— PAt/»p. iv. 19. 

" All your need," beloved — not all you think you 
need, not all you wish or fancy ; and the tone of 
the New Testament is very moderate — having food 
and raiment, be content. In things temporal, 
be moderate ; in things spiritual, be covetous ; in 
things eternal, be earnest and avaricious; for 
Jesus had not where to lay His weary head, and 
He was the Son of God. "All your need," for 
body and for mind, for time and for eternity. 
What do you need? Is it illumination, faith, 
love, holiness, guidance, grace, glory? Let us, 
therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. 



AprU 17. 

" Te have not spoken the thing that is right, as my servant 

Job hath." — Job xlii. 7. 

'' The thing that is right !" What no notice of 
the wrong ? Is it to be all commendation ? What 
love is this ! Yes ; so it is, that just as we never 
think of blaming our friend in a fever for the 
ravings of delirium, the wild incoherent ramblings 
and foolish utterances of the poor sufferer, so 

H 2 
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Jesus, our kind Physician, passes over, pities, and 
pardons the babblings of unbelief, the hasty ex- 
pressions of excited, feverish, tempted souls. 
What but the truest and tenderest love could 
bear with us ? 

*' I want no priest bat Jesus 
To save my sin-sick soul ; 
I want no hand but Jesus 
Put forth to make me whole." 



April 18. 

," Bejoice not against me, O mine enemy ; when I fall I 
shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a 
light unto me." — Micah vii, 8. 

No ; the enemy has no cause to triumph, how- 
ever potent and boastful he may be. True, I am 
nothing in myself, no match for his power and 
cunning — ^indeed, I am worse than nothing, 
having that within me which gives him an awful 
advantage over me; but he is in the grasp of 
Jesus, vanquished by Jesus, and doomed to be 
bruised under my feet shortly by Jesus — and 
therefore no real cause for triumph. What 
elasticity is there in our spiritual nature ! How 
it springs up from the depths of adversity to 
prosperity, from the very borders of hell to the 
gates of heaven ! 
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April 19. 

'* Some good things towards the Lord God of Israel in the 
house of Jeroboam *' — 1 Kin^s xiv. 13. 

LoYE in Jesus is not blind, but quicksighted. 
WheFe the Pharisee sees nothing to attract, Jesus 
bees that which draws out His ardent love and 
tender sympathy. He can see the smallest grain 
of goodness, the feeblest effort after salvation, the 
least sparkle of light, the slightest inclination 
towards God and glory. How was Nathaniel 
encouraged when Jesus said, '' Before that Philip 
called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I 
saw thee ; '' and still more, when commending his 
faith, he added the comforting promise, *' Thou 
shall see greater things than these.*' Yes ! and 
He sees thee, thou feeble one, feeling thy way 
darkly after Him, and will help thee with His 
saving power. 



AprU 20. 

"Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 

injurious." — 1 2im. i. 13. 

SuBELY, of all bdngs in the universe, pardoned 
sinners ought to be the most penitent. Paul, in 
this, is a pattern. He never forgot his former 
life, his blind bigotry, his fierce malice, his 
maddened rage and fury against the meek and 
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lowly One, and remembered it, for the glory of 
bis Master, for the instruetion of mankind, and 
lor his own humiliation. And have we not all 
cause to be penitent before Jesus ? How feeble 
our faith, how cold our zeal, how backward to 
serve, how self-indulgent, how little like Him ! 
Alas! what a poor return for such love! O 
Lamb of G-od, humble us, deepen our sense of sin, 
melt ns into contrition before Thy Cross con- 
tinually. 
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April a. 

*' A light from heaven, above the brightness of the snn." — 

Acts zxvi. 13. 

How bright and brilliant a being Jesus must be ! 
The sun is so brilliant that we cannot look upon 
its daesling splendour, but this light was above 
the brightness of the sun, and yet only a tiny 
spark compared with the blazing luminaries of 
His creation. He must be brighter than the 
brightest of all His works. Is He thus brilliant 
in your mind, dear reader ? When you think of 
Him, does there come up before you the percep- 
tion of a being of such beauty and blessedness 
that all creation appears a blank, or a blot, com- 
pared with Jesus } O seek this revelation. Many 
of the Lord's children have been so illuminated 
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as to be compelled to cry out, '' Stay Thine hand; 
it is enough." 
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April 22. 

" Thon shalt not remember the reproach of thy widow- 
hood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband ; the 
Lord of Hosts is His name ; and thy Kedeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel ; The God of the whole earth shall 
He be called." — Isaiah liv. 4i, 5. 

The sinner without the Saviour is in a state of 
spiritual widowhood. The law, the old husband, 
deserted us, cast us o£P, condemned, wretched, 
forlorn, without a righteousness, without power, 
and perfectly hopeless : this was the reproach of 
widowhood. But, united to Jesus, we are married 
— married to our Maker, our Eedeemer, our God, 
and commanded to rejoice, to triumph in such 
unutterable love. Momentous question. Are you 
married to Jesus? Have you given Him your 
heart ? Jesus your husband, and yet cast down ! 
Is there not enough in Him to make you happy ? 

April 23. 

" So shall the Kin^ greatly desire thy beauty." — 

Psahn xlv. 11. 

"My beauty, Lord I" many exclaim ; " what can 
there be in me that can be called beautiful by infi- 
nite purity ? I see nothing in myself but what is 
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deformed and ugly ; and yet He tells me, by the 
Holy Spirit, in this Psalm, that if I hearken unto 
Him, leave all, and go and live with Him, He 
will greatly desire my beauty. Is this reality or 
mere rhapsody? Is it fact that Jesus is thus 
fascinated with worthless, foul sinners ?" Glory 
be to God, it is fact, and no fiction. To Jesus 
there is beauty in those tears of penitence that 
chase each other down thy cheek, more than in 
the dew-drop of the morning ; and in thy sighs 
and sobs, in thy faith, and loye, and obedience, 
howeyer imperfect. He sees more beauty than in 
all the holiness of all the angels. 



Aprn 24. 

" Say ye to the righteous, it shall be well with hiixi»" — 

Isaiah iii. 10. 

Yiss ! true, most profoundly true ; true always, 
and for eyer, with all who are in Jesus. It was 
well with Abraham, when leaving his home, 
waiting for the promise, and when commanded 
to slay his son; it was well with Job on the 
dust-heap, and with Joseph in the dungeon; it 
was well with Daniel in the den, with Paul in 
prison, and John in Patmos; and well, dear 
reader, with you, if in Christ, though afflicted in 
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body, distressed in mind, and your prospects 
dimmed by the clouds and darkness around the 
throne of your Eedeemer and Lord. 



(( 



What cheering words are these. 
Their sweetness who can tell — 

In time, and to eternal dayf, 
Tis with the righteous well V* 



April 25. 

" Behold my servant, whom I have chosen ; my beloved, in 
whom my soul is well plersed : and in His name shall 
the GentUes trust.'*— Afa«. xii. 18, 21. 

What a marvellous being must Christ be ! The 
eternal all holy Jehovah well pleased ; the 
people of God well pleased ; the holy angels well 
pleased ; the holy universe well pleased ! What 
a fulness of grace, of every imaginable good, must 
there be in Jesus to satisfy, to delight, to en- 
rapture ! A.nd are you, dear reader, well pleased 
also ? Do you see all that you need in Him, and 
therefore trust, love, obey, and glorify Him ? If 
so, it becomes you to rejoice in this fact— for this 
is the work of God, who alone can cause sinners 
to be pleased with Jesus. Look again and again 
into this holy Ark, and you shall see greater 
glories, and receive sublimer satisfactions. 
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Apra 26. 

<'Tlie Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and His famace in 
Jerusalem." — laaiaA xxzi. 9. 

"What light the Word of God throws upon the 
subject of human sorrow ! How dark, distressing, 
and bewildering would it be without this lamp ! 
Of all the consoling considerations presented, this 
one stands out most conspicuously, ''It is the 
Lord.'' It is the furnace of the Lord Christ — not 
that of Satan, nor of self, nor of sinners ; all being 
under the superintendence of Jesus, the Great 
Refiner and Redeemer — who will have " a pure 
bride out of the fire." It has been truly said, 
'* If it were left to us, we should never get in ; 
and if to Satan, never get out." 

" It is the Lord, whose matchless skill 
Can, from affliction, raise 
Matter eternity to fill 
With ever-growing praise/' 



AprU27. 

He shall not fail nor he discouraged, till He have set 
judgment in the earth." — Isaiah xlii. 4. 

Thebe must be somewhere, in some one, the most 
intense, most determined — we might say, infinite 
— perseverance in relation to Christianity, or it 
never would have attained its present position in 
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the world, or its prevalence in any one mind. 
There is an antichrist in every heart, and re- 
bellion to be pat down, ere Jesus reigns. 
IJublime and consoling consideration, that He 
should, from eternity to eternity — through all 
time, and against all opposition — ^pursue His 
mighty end? Then never be discouraged until 
He is, look to Him in all discouragements, and 
they will all melt away like snow before the sun. 

Aprn 28. 

"For who maketh thee to diflfer from another? and 
what hast thou that thon didst not receive ? Now if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
hadst not received it." — 1 Cor, iv. 7. 

To take any credit to ourselves in the matter of 
salvation is to make the serious mistake of patting 
Deity in the dust, and dust upon the throne. It 
is a literal truth that, were we stripped of all 
that is borrowed or derived, there would be 
nothing left as strictly our own but sin. Jesus 
has done more than all beside, to take all conceit 
out of us. AU is due to Him. Bul^He is a 
lo/ely Lord, to be depended on. 

'* All that I am, e*en here on earth. 
All that I hope to he 
When Jesus comes and glory dawns, 
1 owe it, Lord, to Thee." 
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AprU 29. 

" And it is certain we can carry nothing out." — 1 Tim, vi. 7. 

The poverty of Death, how terrible ! how com- 
pletely bereaved of all possessions are the dead ! 
What an alarming thought to those whose hearts 
are fixed upon, wrapped np in these things ! In 
a moment they may, they wiU, be deprived of 
tbem, and that moment may be the next ! What 
then ? What have we that death cannot deprive 
us of? Hast thou Jesus dwelling in thee? 
Then know for thy comfort that Death can no 
more tear thee from Him than pull down the 
throne of the Almighty, or overturn the universe. 
Will the day of death be to thee a day of distress, 
destitution, poverty ? Nay, rather the day when 
you will come into possession of all your property, 
purchased by the blood of Jesus. 



Aprn 30. 

" But He answered and said, It is not meet to take the 
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs." — Matt. xv. 26. 

We freqtfently find ourselves thwarted, baffled, 
beaten, in the path of holiness and usefulness, 
become discouraged thereby, and ready to give all 
up. Wby is this permitted ? Because it is one 
of Christ's methods of mercy, to place the greatest 
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stumbling-blocks in the way of the greatest bless- 
ings ; to try our faith, to test our sincerity, and 

to increase our earnestness. Imitate this woman : 
cling to Christ; let Him not escape thine em- 
brace ; heed not His repulses ; and the more you 
woo the more you will win, to your joy, and to 
His glory. 

** Pass me not, O gracious Saviour ! 
Let me live and cling to Thee ; 
For I*m longing for Thy favour ; 
Whilst Thou'rt calUng, O call me !" 

May 1. 

« For there are no hands in their death : bat their strength 
is firm." — Fsdhn Ixziii. 4. 

Thii^gs do not appear to be as they ought to be ; 
confusion seems to reign in the moral world. 
The right state would be, out of Christ, unrest, 
alarm, anxiety — because in wrath j in Christ, 
perfect repose, happiness — because in favour, 
accepted in the Beloved : as it was on the day 
of the deluge — all outside the ark dismay, terror, 
misery; all inside tranquillity, assurance, joy, 
whilst the wild waves were dashing to destruc- 
tion. Art thou in Jesus? Then you need not 
fear, " though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midst of the 
sea." Art thou not in Jesus, and yet peaceful } 
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Know that thy peace is treacherous, dangerous, 
the calm before the storm. " There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked." 

May 2. 

" Counting the cost." — Luke xiv. 28. 
Yes ! and when doing this, ere you make up your 
mind to shrink from the sacrifice required, be 
sure you go into this calculation also, How much 
have I cost Jesus? What an expenditure was 
there ! What infinite emotion ! What profound 
sorrow ! What fearful conflict ! What agony of 
desire ! Oh ! never forget that we were not 
redeemed with such corruptible things as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of the 
Lamb. And what is involved of suffering in that 
word " blood ! " More than could be endured 
by the whole creation. 

"At His command, we mnst take np 
Our cross without delay ; 
Our lives, and thousand lives of ours 
Can ne'er His love repay.'* 

May 3. 

"Beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord.** — 

2 Cor, iU. 18. 

Observing the sun shining, first in a dirty dyke, 
and afterwards in a clear stream, it suggested the 
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difference between the best of saints and the 
glorious Eedeemer. Looking into the first, the 
brilliancy of the sun shone through the dirt and 
rubbish, so that you could see the image but 
very imperfect and broken ; when the water 
became clear, the reflection was perfect and 
beautiful. So when we study an Abraham or a 
Moses, we see God shining through their defects ; 
but in Jesus we see the Father in full glory. 
Jesus is our glass, by which we are to dress our-* 
selves for heaven. The Lord help us to look, 
until we are changed into the same image, and 
the likeness be complete I 

May 4. 

" And for their Bakes I sanctify myself." — John xvii. 19. 

Thine of an infinite mind under the dominion of 
intense love, perfectly holy, and yet concentrating 
its affections .and energies upon vile sinners, and 
what a wonder opens up before us! And yet 
this is reality — this is seen in Jesus. Behold 
Him thus loving you, thus devoting His infinite 
faculties for your good, collecting all the forces of 
creation, laying the universe under tribute, and 
bringing all the attributes of Deity to assist in 
accomplishing His designs of salvation ! Behold, 

I 2 
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circumstances ; or chained, fettered, doomed by a 
blind god they call Fate ! Infinitely better is it to 
believe that all happens according to laws, holy, 
just, and good, and of which our immortal Lover 
is the administrator. Think of His love to you, 
His gracious purposes in thine affliction, and 
His power to bring you out as gold seven times 
purified, and this will calm your fears, support, 
and sanctify. 

May 8. 

** Then said Jesus unto Hia disciples. Verily I say ante 
you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." — Malt, xix. 23. 

The best advice of our best friend, and surely 
very much needed ! On what are the multitudes 
bent? Is it not the very thing which Jesus 
declares to be the greatest impediment in the path 
to heaven ? " The professor of religion who covets 
riches is as wise as the racer who places a mill- 
stone on his head to enable him to run more 
swiftly." — Howel. And what will cure us of 
this folly ? Love of Jesus. 

" 'Tis the treasure IVe foand in His love 
That has made me a pilgrim below ; 
And 'tis there, when I reach Him above. 
As Tm known, all His folness I'll know.*' 
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May 9. 

" The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth ns from all 

sin." — 1 John i. 17. 

The elements of eternal misery are as truly in 
every sin as the oak is in the acorn. From one 
evil thought, probably, all evil sprang — ^hence the 
necessity for some provision by which everything 
evil within us may be for ever annihilated. 
Nothing short of this will do. Behold this in the 
blood of Jesus ! It cleanseth &om all sin ; how- 
ever foul, filthy, ingrained, long-standing, aggra- 
vated, falling upon it annihilates it for ever! 
Precious blood ! In every drop there is an ocean 
of mercy, the energy of Almighty power, the 
elements of everlasting blessedness ! Dear reader, 
is this blood on thee now ? Is there between thy 
guilty soul and God that which will prevent 
justice slaying thee ? 

May 10. 

" Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God ot 
Israel, the Saviour." — IstUah xlv. 15. 

The sun is always shining. It changes not in 
essence or in glory. It is the same sun, whether 
eclipsed in gloom, or radiant in brightness and 
meridian splendour. Just so with Jesus. He is 
*'the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," 
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a resurrection ; looking at these streams we ask, 
"Whence do they come ? The reply of Scripture 
is, From Jesus. Then what a glorious fountain 
must He be — the Spring-head whence flows every 
moment the life of justification, sanctiflcation, 
glorification, to unnumbered millions of immortal 
spirits ! Dear reader, is He your life ? Are you 
quickened with Christ ? 

May 14. 

" Upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was » 
hair of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.'^ — 
Dan, iii. 27. 

No power ! — not the raging fire^ not the 

furnace heated seven times hotter than it was 

wont to be heated ! No power ! — not* the 

anger of their enemies, not the wrath of the 

King! — no power to hurt the hair of the 

head of one of these noble-minded confessors I 

And why? Because there was one with Ihem 

like the Son of God. Tried Christian, tempted 

believer, afi9.icted, persecuted child, fear not; 

Jesus has power over all tribulations^ and there* 

fore ycu are safe. Trust Him. 

" Lord, let this thought in deep distress 
Oar hopes confirm, our spirits reuse ; 
'Midst earth and hell's opposing powers, 
We still are safe, if Thou art ours." 
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May 15. 

" And they said among themselves. Who shall roll as away 
the stone from the door of the sepulchre ? And when they 
looked, tht*y saw that the stone was rolled away : for it 
was very great." — MarJc xvi. 3, 4. 

*'How much better than our fears," -we fre- 
quently exclaim. So here. They were in pursuit 
of Jesus — Jesus dead, not as risen — for they 
wished to anoint that sacred body. Trembling, 
full of fears, and alarms — yet difficulty after 
difficulty yanishes, until they embrace a living 
Jesus. And so will it be with every sincere 
seeker; the seal will be broken, the stone rolled 
away, a more than angelic guide will direct the 
way, and bring the sinner face to face to Him who 
will save him everlastingly. " They shall not 
be ashamed that wait for Me." 

May 16. 

** Always bearing ahont in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesns." — 2 Cor, iv. 10. 

It was one of the proofs of the fervent love of the 
primitive Christians that, instead of shrinking 
from suffering for Christ, they rejoiced in it, 
counted it an honour, and triumphed over death 
in it. Paul was one of the foremost in this rank. 
He took pleasure in being like his Lord in this, 
and would, no doubt, have been delighted had a 
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cross been lifted for him, and he been privileged 
to expire in agony to express his love for Him 
who was thus crucified to save him from hell. 
Deep love will excite deep desires now as then. 

** Whilgt scarce I dare with Peter say, 
ru boldly tread the bleeding way ; 
Yet, in thy steps, like John, I'd move 
With humble hope and silent love." 

May 17. 

" In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
nnto them." — 2 Cor, iv. 4. 

DuKiNG the severe winter of 1860 there was a 
fearful fog in London, when many were struck 
down as with a pestilence. Analyzed, it was 
found to contain innumerable minute particles of 
deleterious matter which, entering the lungs, 
deprived of life. Such is the mental fog created 
by the Prince of Darkness — consisting of in- 
numerable sceptical thoughts, hints, suggestions, 
insinuations — found in newspapers, speeches, 
sermons, books, conversation — which, penetrating 
the mind, imperceptibly cover it with a mist in 
which many stumble into hell. Oh, what need 
to pray for the enlightening Spirit, who alone can 
illumine such minds ! 
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May 18. 

•* God was manifest in the flesh."— 1 Tim, iii. 16. 
No matter what you are looking for in relation to 
the glorious Jehovah — whether justice, or faith- 
fulness, or holiness, or benevolence, or everlasting- 
ness — you may see it more perfectly displayed, 
more luminously illustrated in Jesus than in all 
the universe beside — visible image of the invisible 
God. And being manifest in the flesh, the glory 
which would otherwise be insuflferable is so 
softened and blended with the tenderness and 
compassion of the human, that even poor sinners, 
enfeebled and diseased by sin, can look, admire, 
and love. 

" This wondrous man of whom we tell 
Is true Almighty God : 
He bought our souls from death and hell ; 
The price — His own heart's blood." 
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May 19. 

" But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become tho 
firstfruits of them that slept." — 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

How delightful to look into the empty tomb of 
Jesus! Strange as it may sound, it is full of 
glory. He rose as the representative of the race ; 
'' Por as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive." The full harvest will follow the 
earnest: every tomb, every cemetery, every 
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cayern, every ocean, will one day be as empty as 
was the sepulchre of Jesus. Why should we fear 
the grave ? Had the disciples known that Jesus 
would be sure to rise to glory, would they have 
feared ? and seeing that we shall certainly rise 
to be with our glorified Head, we may look into 
the grave with triumph rather than terror. 



May 20. 

** Let him deny himself." — Matt. xvi. 24. 
It is a plain but painful fact that the great battle 
is between self and the Saviour. Suppose that 
we resolve to follow Jesus, what power or com- 
bination of powers could prevent it ? Could the 
world? Certainly not, for faith can overcome 
the world. Could Satan? Certainly not, for 
it is written, " Kesist the devil, and he will 
flee.*' What could come between a determined 
will on the side of Jesus and salvation ? Nothing 
to prevent us going to Jesus. Is it so — am I then 
my own enemy? Is self — self-confidence, self- 
idolatry, self-indulgence — is self the great enemy ? 
Then down with self. Jesus, thou art mightier 
than self; conquer it, and win me to Thee for ever ! 

** With flowing tears, Lord, we confess 
Our folly and unsteadfastness ; 
When shall these hearts more fixed be. 
Fixed by thy grace, and fixed for Theei" 
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May 21. 

''Althongh the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, 
and the fields shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be 
cut off from the foldj and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls : yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation.* — Rah, iii. 17, 18. 

It would take a long time, and a very eloquent 
tongue, to tell up your riches, ye children of 
tho most ^ High God! God being your portion, 
Jesus your Redeemer, the Holy Ghost your com- 
forter, although stripped to the skin of all 
temporal things, you may rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. And why ? Because 
Jesus is quite distinct from these : the loss of 
them touches not your oneness with Him, nor 
abates His love to you. To repine is as foolish as 
for a man worth milHons to fret over the loss of 
a farthing. 

May 22. 

** Our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin." — Rom. vi. 6. 

The cross of Christ is the great sin- slayer. 
"What was it that bowed down the multitude at 
Pentecost ? Suppose we have before our mind's 
eye continually a bruised, bleeding, mangled, 
agonising Jesus, and a faithful monitor within^ 

K 8 
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sands of spirituEd enemies, as he slew the Philis- 
tines ; and sometimes at his death subdues more 
than during his life. Behold a wonder ! Jesus 
standing at the door seeking admission, and pro- 
mising to live with thee in fellowship and love ! 
Admit Him ! for be assured that if you take in 
Christ you will quench hell, light up a heaven 
within, and be more than conqueror over all op- 
posing powers. 

May 26. 

<*I am He that searcheth the reins and hearts." — 

Hev. u. 23. 

Vbet terrible, and yet very consoling. Terrible, 
to think that such a holy one is looking into such 
a sink of impurity as our heart is, according to 
His own faithful description. How, then, consol- 
ing ? Who is He that is thus looking so minutely, 
as with eyes of flaming fire ? Jesus, who loves us 
intensely ; who looks not as the cold critic, to find 
fault and expose, but as the wise and tender 
physician, that He may heal, so that His know* 
ledge of our sinfulness qualifies Him to save. 

'* There is a great Physician near ; 
Look up, O fainting soul, and live : 
See, in his heavenly smiles appear 
Such ease as Nature cannot give." 
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May 27. 

" Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage." — Psalm cxix. 54. 

Jesus only is able to turn statutes into songs. 
Apart from Him, they would be as fetters and 
chains, binding us in bondage and misery. He 
having reconciled us to God by His blood, and 
renewed us by His grace, we can rejoice in His 
laws and turn them into songs of praise. How 
sweet is the command to a redeemed soul, '' Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus," or " Love one another, 
as I have loved you ; " " His yoke is easy, and 
His burden is light.'' All the music and melody 
in the sinner's soul is from the cross of Jesus, and 
all the pleasure and fragrance we yield to God 
is through His sacrifice. Precious Lamb! how 
much do we owe Thee for Thy love ! 



May 28. 

" And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, 
and of all that ye have seen ; and ye shall haste and 
bring down my father hither." — Oen, xlv. 13. 

'* How natural, how very natural !'* we exclaim, 
as we read this touching narrative. Joseph, we 
find, could not rest until all his family were with 
him in his glory. This is the natural working of 
deep love. Is it so ; and does Jesus, of whom 
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understaod the facts of botany, geology, astro- 
nomy, without humility ; he may penetrate the 
realms of science, explore vast and glorious 
regions, and even comprehend much of theology 
— ^but never become a member of the kingdom of 
grace. God here humbles Himself, Jesus hum- 
bled Himself to die, and the sinner must stoop, 
or be shut out. 



June 1. 

'* Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and against the 
man that is My fellow, salth the Lord." — Zech, xiii. 7. 

And at this awful appeal of the Almighty Father 
to the sword of justice, the tremendous stroke 
fell upon our great Surety, and slew Him. It 
was as though vengeance pursued our sins through- 
out His whole nature, penetrating every vein, 
every muscle, every member of His precious 
body, and every power and region of His holy 
soul — satisfied with nothing less than the life of 
the victim. Canst thou, believer, see thyself in 
this ? Canst thou believe that it was thy guilt 
that justice pursued ? "Was justice satisfied with 
the life of the Bondsman ? Then surely thou art 
safe. 
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June 2. 



" Lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver 
thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison." 
— Luke xii. 68. 

Snr is the contraband article for which we are 
liable to be searched and seized by the officers of 
j ustice, and carried off to the state prison of the 
lost. H)w can we stay the coarse of Jaw, avoid 
imprisonment, be saved ? By giving up the hated 
thing, surrendering ourselves to God, uniting to 
Jesus who has satisfied justice on behalf of all 
who believe. Blessod truth ! We can no more 
be arrested by justice, if in Jesus, than He can— 
when the Head was legally discharged on the 
morning of the resurrection, the writ of freedom 
for all the members was given, and will infal- 
libly be executed. 
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June 3, 

" And ye wUl not come to Me, that ye might have life." — 

— John v. 40. 

PiCTURB to yourself a river full of living water, a 
dry channel, and a rocky embankment between 
them, and you have Jesus and the poor sinner 
severed. And what is the barrier but this ^' Will 
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not?" What else hindera? But it is written, 
" My people shall be willing, in the day of Thy 
power ; " this power put forth, the embankment 
gives way, and the living water flows into the 
Boul — cleansing, refreshing, exhilarating, saving. 
Jesus, put forth Thy power, until every ob- 
struction is removed, and our souls receive the 
full measure of eternal life — for without Thee we 
are nothing ! 

. June 4. 

" Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 

— John ii. 19. 

SELP-RA.ISED ! of all miracles surely this must be 
the most miraculous ! This stands alone in the 
whole universe, unequalled. Self-raised! then 
must Jesus have two natures — one distinct from 
the other, one Divine and infinitely above the 
other, although so united as to constitute one 
person. Thus was He declared to be the Son of 
God with power — ^having power to lay down the 
body, and power to take it up again. Triumphant 
thought, that He will raise all His people also. 

* Thy risen Lord, my soul, behold; 
See the rich diadem He wears ! 
Thou, too, shalt bear a harp of gold. 
To crown thy joy, when He appears/* 
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Jnne 5. . 

'"And Jesus said unto him. One thing thou lackesb."— 

Ma/rk x. 21. 

" One thing !" and what was this ? Lore to 
Jesus. The criterion is, whom do you love most, 
Christ or creation ? Love to Jesus is the basis of 
religious character, for without it we are nothing" 
love to Jesus is the basis of morality, for without 
it there can be no obedience ; love to Jesus is the 
basis of blessedness, for it is the fountain of all 
real joy. You may • have a morality that will 
do for this world, a religious profession that will 
stand here, and abundance of happiness ; but it 
will all vanish away as a dream, without love to 
Jesus. He is all, and in all. 

Jnne 6. 

" And he was sad at that saying, and went away griered.*' 

—Mwrlc X. 22. 

PAimruL picture this 1 We may in a pensive mood 
feel sad on seeing a lovely flower fading away ; 
sadder at a beautiful bird dying ; still more so in 
witnessing the wasting away of the fair form of 
an amiable child ; but this is the saddest sight of 
all ! Morality in ruins ! a beautiful^ building, 
touched by the gentle hand of Jesus, crumbled to 
dust ! fair prospects fading away \ a sinner turn- 
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ing away from tho only Saviour ! Is this your 
case, dear hearer ? Beware ! He was sad, and 
it may lead to eternal sadness. 

Jmie 7. 

" The Lamh slain from the fonndation of the world." — 

£ev, xiU. 8. 

How certain are all the Divine decrees! The 

distance of a thousand years is nothing to Him 

with whom a thousand years is as one day, and 

one day as a thousand years. How wonderful is 

it, that such poor sinful creatures should occupy 

the thoughts, the care, the love of God from 

eternity ! And what prominence is given to the 

sacrifice of Jesus— in the Divine purposes, in 

type, in fact ! How ancient and changeless is 

Christ's love ! 

** Our Saviour and friend. 
His love shall extend, 
Jt knew no beginning, and never shall end " 
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June 8. 

•* That we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesns." 

--CoL i. 28. 

What a presentation will that he I Imagine the 

great white throne, the immense concourse of 

angels, the assembled world ; and amidst all the 

solemnity, splendour, and sublimity, Paul stand* 



FOR EVERY DAY. Ill 

ing forth, sarroanded by vast numbers of saved 
souls, perfect in Christ, and saying, " Here, Lord, 
am I, and the children Thou hast given me.". 
And then the Bedeemer's reply, in tones more 
melodious than the music of angelic voices, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter into the 
joy of the Lord." preacher ! is this thy aim ? 
O hearer! is this thy prospect? Glorious pur- 
pose ! to be accepted in the Beloved ourselves, 
and then to bring others to Jesus ! 
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June 9. 

** And I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth His face from 
the honse of Jacob, and I will look for Him." — Isaiah 
viii. 17. 

A sHiLL object may sometimes hide a larger one ; 

the moo^ eclipse the sun ; a grain of dust in the 

eye darken the whole creation. So small things, 

coming in between the soul and Jesus, will 

obscure His brightness, and, for a season, involve 

the mind in distressing darkness. Are you in 

darkness ?. Is Jesus concealed ? What is it 

between thy soul and the Saviour ? Pray for the 

Spirit ; watch continually that the atmosphere of 

thy soul may be luminous with the beams of the 

Sun of Eighteousness. Wait on Him until He 

unfold Himself more fully. 

L 2 
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Jniie 10. 

" And they themieWes went not into the judgment hall, 
lest they should he defiled ; hut that they might ea^ the 
passover." — John xviii. 28. 

How awful is the success of Satan! What a 
singular instance of self-deception ! Committing 
the crudest crimes^ and thus defiling themselves 
most abominably; and yet afraid of ceremonial 
defilement! And are there not many still de- 
ceiving themselves? precise, punctual, particular 
about the small matters of outward observances ; 
and yet, what envy ! what selfishness ! what un- 
charitableness ! what worldliness ! what self-in- 
dulgence! Crucifying Jesus over again in sub- 
stance, whilst serving Him in shadow ! 



June 11. 

" We have the mind of Christ."— 1 Cw. ii. 16. 
It is delightful to observe the unfolding of 
creation, the opening of a little flower, the 
development of the bud of beauty, still more the 
mind of a child ; more amazing would be the 
sight of the expanded intellect of an angel. What 
treasures of truth, and wisdom, and love ! But 
we have the mind of Jesus opened; and this 
eclipses all. Yes ; He has given us His mind to 
look into, to study, to imbibe; in the Book of 
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books, in His providence, in His life and death, 
in His grace in our souls, are opened out His 
unsearchable riches of wisdom, of power, of love. 
May the Lord give us eyes to behold His beauty ! 

June 12. 

" Lord, let it alone this year also." — iMke xiiL 8. 
Who is pleading here but Jesus ? And for whom 
is He pleading ? Barren trees, fruitless sinners ! 
It is as though He laid hold of the powerful 
hand of justice, about to hew down the worthless 
one, and arrested ruin in its course. Behold, 
then, the cause of your preservation every 
moment ! It is all owing to Jesus that we are 
out of hell this moment. But what love in Him ! 
for in thus seeking to arrest justice, a frightful 
wound was inflicted on Himself — the sinner 
saved, but the Saviour suffering agonies unknown. 
Is it so? Then ought we to love Him every 
moment. 

June 13. 

** When we were without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly." — jBow». ▼. 6. 

" "Without strength." No power to save apart 
from Jesus. It may startle some, but it is 
palpably true, that without Jesus we should have 

L 3 
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no more power to save oarselyes tlian those 
already in perdition. Salvation, what is it? 
Pardon ? Without shedding of hlood no remis- 
sion. Holiness ? Who can hring a clean thing 
out of an unclean ? Resurrection ? Who can lift 
out of the dust but Him who is the resurrection 
and the life ? 

'* O let me still thii wonder see, 
And cry. He lived and died for me, 

And near the cross abide : 
Take off my load, and from my heart 
Bid sin, and gnilt, and fear depart. 

My Jesus crucified.*' 

June 14. 

*' His faith is counted to him for righteousness." — 

Bom. ir. 6. 

Faith is then the substitute for something else. 
It is for sight until we see ; we walk by faith 
through the wilderness to the regions of perfect 
day; it is for sinlessness until we are sinless; so 
that although the vilest of the vile, we are treated 
as infinitely meritorious. The reason is, the Lord 
our righteousness. For His sake — on account 
of what He is^ what He has done, and what He 
is doiug — we are acquitted, though guilty ; graced 
with the Holy Spirit, though graceless; admitted 
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into heaTeiiy althoagh worthy of hell. Have we 
this faith? Are we thus treated ? What a life 
of gratitude and obedience should ours be ! 

June 15. 

«* Bat they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall mn, and not be weary ; and they shall walk, 
and not faint." — Isaiah xl. 81. 

They shall walk, they shall run, they shall fly ! 
Observe the variety of pace ; sometimes it is heard 
walking ; then it increases to running ; and some- 
times it comes to flying : in all progress heaven- 
ward. And whence comes this strength? By 
waiting on the Lord Jesus, who is our strength 
and salvation. Without him not a step can be 
taken ; no life, no motion, all death. Commune 
with Christ continually, and thy path shall be 
brighter and brighter to the perfect day. 

*' He cheers my heart, my want supplies. 
And says tbat I shall shortly he 
Enthroned with Him ahove the skies ; 
what a friend is Christ to me ! " 

June 16. 

** It is I, he not afraid."— A/o^^. ziv. 27. 
In Jesus is the annihilation of fear to the beUever. 
Past sins make him afraid, but he looks to Jesus 
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and they disappear, washed away in His precious 
blood. Present corruptions make him tremble, 
but in Jesus he sees ample provision and promise 
for the death of sin — root, stem, branch, all. 
Taking a survey of all around, and looking for- 
ward to the future, he may quake ; but beholding 
what is for him in Jesus, fear dies. Happy, 
thrice happy soul ! Planting his feet on the Bock 
of Ages, leaning his back against the pillar of 
Providence, he may bid defiance to all that may 
come up against him, and go on his way rejoicing. 

June 17. 

" Might be foand anto praite, and glory, and honour, at 
the appearing of Jesas Christ." — 1 Peter L 7. 

The glory that will arise out of the afflictions of 
the Christian will be amazing. Behold that bright 
and blessed company, come out of great tribula- 
tions, washed in the blood of the Lamb! All 
refined by passing through the Eefiner's fire as 
precious gold, radiant with more than angelic 
brightness. "What a revenue of glory will re- 
dound to the great Eefiner ! Let this cheer thee, 
O thou tried one : Jesus has an infinite interest 
in thy trials, greater than thou hast. He is 
glorified in thee, and art thou not pleased and 
comforted in this i 
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June 18. 

And as they went to tell His disciples, behold Jesus met 
them, saying. All bail. And they came and held Him 
by the feet, and worshipped Him ?" — Matt, xxviii. 9. 

TfiiB must have been one of the happiest meetings 
possible in this world. ''All hail/' all joy to 
you, glad to see you, rejoice with your risen 
E^deemer. What infinite reason had they to be 
glad ! How changed all things since they parted ! 
"Where now the burden of Jesus ? Gone, and 
gone for ever ! Where His people's debt ? Paid, 
and neyer to be asked for again. Where our 
enemies ? Vanquished, utterly routed, and over- 
thrown ! And if the meetings here are so blessed, 
what will that be above ? 

" That blissfhl interview how sweet ! 
To fall transported at His feet ! 
Baised in His arms, to view His face. 
Thro' the fall beamings of His grace !*' 



June 19. 

" We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be abFent 
from the body and present with the Lord." — 2 Cor. v. 8. 

It is related of Lord Byron that just before his 
death he said, " Shall I sue for mercy ?" and a 
few minutes after wards, " Come, come, I must 
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resume my bravery, and die like a man." Behold 
the contrast — Byron and Paul — and give glory to 
the Lamb, through whose blood we overcome 
death and the devil! It is His saving grace 
alone in the fearful hour that would scatter the 
doubts, the delusions, and the dismay that bannt 
the deathbed ; and inspire the spirit with true 
bravery, in view of eternity and all its tealities. 
that this glorious sun may shine upon infidels, 
and give them light ! 



June 20. 

" And why beboldest thou the mote that U in thy brother's 
eye, but considerest not the beam that U in thine own 
eye V'—Matt, vii. 3. 

The word of Jesus, who is essential truth, is the 
faultless and faithful mirror by which we are to 
dress our spirits for the presence of the Almighty. 
What defects and deformities would men discover 
were as much time spent at this glass as is spent 
at some other glasses ! and, knowing themselves 
more, would criticise their neighbours less. Fancy 
one ragged beggar finding fault with the rags of 
another beggar! one sinner severely criticising 
another! Beautiful consistency! when all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags ! 
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Jniie 21. 

** Lest Israel raunfc themselves a^j^ainst Ke, saying, Mine 
own hand hath saved me." — Judges vii. 2. 

To prevent this great evil, Christ works hy con- 
traries, and His ways are past finding out. He 
conquers the many by the few, fed the thousands 
by the small loaves and fishes, overcomes the 
strong by the weak, gains victories from defeats, 
extracts good out of evil, compels the enemy to 
help onward His cause, makes even our corrup- 
tions promote our holiness. '^ The beasts of the 
field shall honour Me, the dragons and the owls ; 
because I give waters in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert, to give drink to My people, 
My chosen." 



M 



All worlds His glorious power confess; 
His wisdom all His works express ; 
But Oh, His love what tongue can tell ! 
My Jesus has done all things well." 
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June 22. 

*' He is not here ; behold the place where they laid Him." — 

Mark xvi. 6. 

How came the tomb to be empty ? It was well 
guarded against a few timid, runaway disciples. 
But, supposing they did steal the body, how 
came it to be living ? Could the Apostles impart 
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life to the dead ? And that it was the very same 
Jesus, they had many infallihle proofs. They 
handled and felt Him, ate and drank with Him ; 
He was seen of aboat five hundred brethren at 
once, most of whom lived for many years after, to 
tell the tale of redeeming love, and testify to the 
glory of their risen Redeemer. Precious truth ! 
that as the Surety was sought for in the tomb, 
and not found, so will it be with the sins of the 
saved. 
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Jniie 23. 

" Whom Qod hath raised up, haying^ loosed the pains of 
death : because it was not possible that He should be 
holden of it." — Acts ii. 24. 

" Not possible !" "Why ? Because righteousness 
is on the throne of power, and demanded the 
resurrection of the Surety, as it before demanded 
His death. No bonds could bind after the pay- 
ment of the debt, because the Creditor is just. 
Christ is " the end of the law ; " and law's fullest 
demands were met and satisfied ; therefore, the 
prisoner was free. Blessed consolation I As it was 
not possible to confine the Head, neither will it 
be possible to detain His members. ** Where I 
am, there ye shall be also." 



FOR EVEBY DAY. 121 

June 24. 

"Let him take up his crons, and foUovf Me." — 

Matt, xvi. 24. 

"What cross ? All that is painful and afflictive in 
the pathway to heaven; the altogether of our 
position which causes sorrow and suffering. How 
did Jesus act ? Did He turn aside from the path 
of trouble ? Did He shrink, or hesitate, or get a 
substitute ? No ! He took up the cross, and 
cheerfully carried it till death — and all for our 
sakes ! What a little cross is ours, compared to 
His ! And even this one He is willing to share 
with us, help us to carry it, and turn it into a 
blessing. 

" Such was onr Lord ; and shall we fear 
That cross, with all its scorn ? 
Or love a faithless, evil world, 
That wreathed His brow with thorn ?" 



Jniie 25. 

" For the Father Himself loveth yon, because ye have 
loved me, and have believed that I come out from Qod." 
—John xvi. 27. 

Do you love Jesus ? How many precious things 
are proved if you can honestly say, ** I do," and 
what an endless train of blessings follow that fact 

M 
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If BO, then how certain is it that Jesus loves you, 
for your love to Him is but the consequence »of 
His love to you. If so, the Father loves you, and 
you love the Father ; for " I and the Father are 
one." And so we might go on telling of love — 
the love of the holy angels, the redeemed, the 
holy universe ; all is true, if you love Jesus. Do 
you love Him ? If not, how can you live with- 
out it ? 



June 26. 

" Iniquities prevail agunst me : as for our transgressions, 
thou shalt purge them away." — Psalm Ixv. 8. 

Our sins are as numerous as the drops of water in 
a river, and would carry us away into the depths 
of bottomless perdition. What a power must that 
be which can turn the tide, reverse it, and cause 
it to flow in an opposite direction! Behold 
a greater marvel ! " When He had purged our 
sins,'' not only to turn the tide of our iniquities,* 
but absolutely and for ever to annihilate them ; 
and instead of having the filthy river of sin 
running through our nature, to have the river of 
the water of life flowing for ever. Worthy is the 
Lamb! 



FOB EVERY DAY. 123 

June 27. 

" Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the 
name of the Lord God of Israel." — Isaiah xxiv. 15, 

The great desire of most is to get out of them as 

soon as possible. This is not right. There is a 

far more important matter — to consider how Jesus 

can be glorified; His glory should be more 

precious than our ease or enjoyment. Glorify 

Him, by acknowledging Him as the Hefiner ; by 

giving Him credit for the wisest, holiest, and 

kindest intentions; by thy patience, penitence, 

tenderness; and His glory will shine forth in 

mild radiance here, and in brilliant splendour 

hereafter. 

" Dear Lord ! though bitter is the cap 
Thy gracious hand deals out to me, 
I cheerfully would drink it up — 
That cannot hurt which comes from Thee," 

June 28. 

" As having nothing, yet possessing all things." — 

2 Cor. vi. 10. 

Jesus is our all in all at all times ; buk when do 
we most enjoy Him, and feel most assured that 
He is ours ? Is it not when deprived of the 
creature ? When do we most feel that He is the 
Lord our Bighteousness } Is it not when we 
most deeply feel that we have none of our own ? 

M 2 
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When do we most enjoy the society of Jesus ? Is 
it not when most alone ? When do we rejoice in 
Him as our strength? Is it not when most 
sensible of our own weakness? When do we 
most triumph in Him as our end ? Is it not when 
we are most dead to self ? Bless the Lord for 
taking away the creature, if he gives you more of 
Jesus. 

June 29. 

" Then shalt thon kill the ram, and take of his blood, and 
put it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon 
the tip of the right ear of his sons, and upon the 
thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe of 
their right foot, and sprinkle the blood upon the altar 
round about." — Bxodus xxix. 20. 

Thus should we be sprinkled with the precious 
blood of Jesus. Thus should the influences of 
His bleeding body pervade our entire nature : 
that intellect, conscience, memory, heart, might 
be doubly dyed vrith the life-giving blood. Thus 
should it be manifest to all by our lives that we 
are Christ's men, students of the Cross, one with 
Him who died there. Is it so ? 

" Of all the thin^ in Heaven, 
The love of Christ is best ; 
And till this bliss to me is given 
I cannot, will not, rest." 
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June 30. 

''Now when they gaw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men, they marrelled ; and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus." — Acts W, 13. 

And truly it was a bold thing to do. These 

rulers had just condemned and executed Jesus as 

a blaspheming impostor; and now His servants say 

that He was Divine, had risen from the dead, had 

given the Holy Ghosti at the same time charging 

them with the crime of His crucifixion! And 

where did they get this boldness ? From Jesus. 

Such was the testimony of their enemies. Dear 

reader, does communion with Jesus make you 

bold in His cause? Have you thus conquered 

nervousness, indisposition and other impediments 

in the path of profession ? Remember that such 

lives are the most eloquent sermons preached; 

and you may thus be a preacher. 

Myl. 

" It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." — 

&en. iii. 15. 

And so the devil was outwitted ; and such is his 
destiny and doom. The blow he struck at Jesus 
rebounded and inflicted a mortal wound on his 
own head. Courage, ye tried and tempted souls ! 

M 3 
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Behold in Jesas the predictioii and pledge of your 
eternal triumph over your great adversary. Bo* 
assured that every attack on you will recoil on 
himself— will help to sanctify you and degrade 
him— for it is written, " The God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet shortly." Apart 
from Christy he can toss you as wheat in the 
sieve ; but with Jesus, he cannot hurt you. 

'< In Him I hope, in Him I tnut ; 
His bleeding cross is all my boast : 
Through troops of foes he'll lead me on 
To yictory, and the victor's crown." 
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Julys. 

'* Sinners, of whom I am chief; howbeit I obtained 
mercy." — 1 Tim. i. 15, 16, 

It is a healthy, happy state of mind when these 

two ideas meet, and are active and dominant, 

'' I am a very great sinner, but Jesus is a greater 

Saviour, '* so as to be the medium through which 

we look out and judge of all things. It is from 

this low ground, this valley of humiliation, that we 

have the clearest, brightest, most precious view of 

Jesus ; it is iato such a state of mind that the 

Spirit pours His richest conBolations ; and it is 

when we thus feel, that we can be patient in 

tribulation, active in duty, kind and sympathising 

towards our fellows, and so best prepared for life. 
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death, and immortality. May the Lord ever keep 
UB thus. 

Julys. 

" And the house was filled with the odonr of the (^nt- 

ment." — John xii. 3. 

This was the act of a siniier, and highly accept- 
ahle to the holy Saviour ! Then we may hecome 
as fragrant as ''ointment poured forth/' grateful 
to God, to angels, and to men." Is Jesus in 
thy intellect, with His precious truth? Then 
from it go up thoughts more fragrant than 
frankincense. Is Jesus in thy heart? Then 
from it there arises loving desires, wishes, re- 
solves, more pleasing than all the odours of Eden. 
Is Jesus in thy life? Then thy holy service, 
although mixed with sin, brings more glory to 
Qod than the deeds of the sinless angels. 



" Bat he who marks from day to day 
In generous acts his radiant way. 
Treads the same path his Savionr trod — 
The path to glory and to God." 

July 4. 

" I foresaw the Lord always before my face." — Acts ii. 25. 
Thsrb is an infinite power of fascination in Jesus — 
60 that, when the mind is fairly and fully set 
a thinking of Him, it will be drawn closer and 
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closer, till if; beholds Him face to face ia heaven. 
"What a prospect is thisf How blessed to be 
enamoured with such a lover ; to have His glorious 
perfections for a spiritual banquet every day ; and 
by feasting on them grow into His likeness ! 
Dear reader, are you thus charmed with Jesus ? 
Is He to you the loveliest sight in the whole 
universe? Does the whole creation pale before 
Him in your view? Look, look, look to Jesus, 
until you are unable to take your eyes off from 
Him. 

Julys. 

"And hatb made of one blood all nations of men to dwell 
on the face of the earth/' — Acts ttii, 26. 

Therefore what an argument for brotherly love, 

harmony, and provision for happiness ! And just 

so, spiritually, God hath made of one blood, the 

blood of Jesus, every member of His regenerate 

family. Every Christian, whether rich or poor, 

despised or honoured, has the royal blood of the 

Xing of Kings flowing in his veins, is a member 

of the body of Jesus, essential to His completeness 

as whole Christ, and will be one with Him in 

everlasting glory. What a motive to charity, 

sympathy, and zeal for each other's good ! 

" Gentile and Jew, and bond and f^ee, 
Are one in Christ their Head." 
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My 6. 

** Deliver me from my persecutors ; for they are stronger 

than I." — Psalm cxlii. 6. 

Sin is our greatest persecutor ; most powerful, most 
constant, most tormenting, and vastly stronger 
than the whole creation. When sin entered the 
universe, it impudently and insultingly said to the 
combined force of all opponents, '^ Here am I ; 
and I defy you all to dislodge me." But, thank 
God, it is not almighty ; not on the throne. !No ; 
Jesus is there, and on our side. He has entered 
into dread conflict with all evil ; He has fought 
and conquered ; suffered, bled, died, that through 
death He might destroy the devil. Persevere ; 
pray on, fight manfully, and you shall put your 
foot on the neck of all your enemies. Glory be 
to God ! _^ 

July?. 

"He that OFercometh shall not be hurt of the second 

death."— i2w. u. 11. 

Ano what is the second death ? What but the 
death of the spirit ; not its annihilation — no ; but 
the death of all peace, all joy, all hope, all good ! 
Mark what there must be — sinfulness, everlasting 
sinning, ever and ever increasing ; mind will be 
awake to this, and reflective ; conscience always 
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accuslDg and upbraiding ; surrounded by myriads 
of wicked, angry, hellish furies, tormented and 
tormenting ; and the great and holy God in full 
and flaming manifestation. Think, my soul, 
out of this art thou kept every moment by the 
precious blood of the Lamb ! 

" The terrors of law and of God 

With me can have nothing to do ; 
My Saviour's obedience and blood 

Hide all my transgressions from view." 

Julys. 

" Wherefore come out from among them» and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty."— 2 Cor. vl 17, 18. 

How admirably are the promises and precepts 
intermingled in Holy TVrit ! Extremes meet — 
preaching promises without precepts, or precepts 
without promises, would lead to ungodliness. It 
were in vain to tell me to repent without the pro- 
mise from Jesus, as it would have been useless to 
tell the man with a withered hand to stretch it 
forth without the going forth of the Divine energy 
possessed by Christ. The sternest precepts and 
the sublimest promises are linked together at the 
Gross of Calvary. 
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My 9. 

«' Believest thou this ?"—John xi. 26. 
To get on in the ways of God, we seem to require 
not only faith in the facts of Scripture, but faith 
in faith — that is, faith in what the Bible tells us 
respecting faith ; as, that if we had but a grain of 
it, the greatest difficulties would vanish ; that if 
we believe in prayer, we shall receive what we 
ask; that Christ, all of Christ, becomes ours on 
believing, &c. Did we believe all this — in all the 
wonders that are connected with faith, that a 
train of infinite and eternal blessings would follow 
faith — surely we should seek it with an earnest- 
ness and an energy that would take no denial ! 

"Lord, send the Spirit of Thy Son 
To work this faith in me." 

July 10. 

*• This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.*' — 

Matt, iii. 17. 

OnTE most important and precious thought sug- 
gested by this Divine declaration is, that we are 
not dealt with altogether according to our esti- 
mate of the value of Jesus, but according to the 
standard of the Eternal Father. We are not 
called upon to understand so much as to believe. 
God must see infinitely more in Jesus than we 



It 
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can, poor blind sinners ; and 'He, blessed be His 
holy name, will bestow grace upon ns, according 
to the value He puts upon Him ; and who cam 
tell what that is? The glory of heaven alone 
will declare it— the number of the redeemed, 
their faultlessness, blessedness, the boundlessness 
of their bliss, will express, and give to the 
universe the Father's estimate of His " beloved 
Son." 



My 11. 
My sin is ever before me." — Psalm 11. 3. 

This was David's greatest trial, and greatest 
mercy. ** My sin;" not all the sins of the whole 
world are equal in their power to torment to our 
own sins. " Ever before me ; '* by night and by 
day, when I lie down and when I rise up, haunt- 
ing me more than ten thousand demons. Sin 
always before the soul, among the lost, is ever- 
lasting misery. But the Psalmist had something 
else before his mind — the pardoning grace of God 
in Christ; and the one led to the other — the 
misery to the mercy. So long as we are in this 
sinful state, it will be necessary, for our spiritual 
health, to see both vividly — sin in its sinfulness, 
and Jesus in His fulness. May the Holy Ghost, 
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the Convincer and Comforter, pour in His revela- 
tions daily ! 

My 12. 

'* That no mnn should he moved by these afflictions : for 
yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto " — 
1 The88. iii. 3. 

The proof of this is most abundant. The fact 

that they are predicted, foretold ages beforehand, 

as in the case of Christ, is sufficient evidence. 

So, in the case of Paul, it was declared how 

greatly he would suffer at the commencement of 

his career. Yes ! depend upon it, believer, that 

all your trials are written down in the Book of 

Life, in that covenant ordered in all things and 

sure ; you will have neither more nor less, and 

all are necessary for your good. 

*' God will keep His own anointed ; 

Nought shall harm them, none condemn : 
All their trials are appointed ; 
All must work for good to them : 

All shall help them 
To their heavenly diadem.*' 

My 13. 

" For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels ; and then He shall reward every man 
according to his works," — Matt^ xvi. 27. 

WoKKs! works! What, then, are we under 

law? Most certainly — not of Moses, but of 

N 
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Christ. (See Gal. vi.) The law of Christ is the 
rule of grace, of infinite mercy, according to 
which, whilst the sins of penitent helievers are 
pardoned, the smallest act of obedience will be 
eternally rewarded. On the great day of account 
there will be three classes : the humble, self- 
denying, faithful disciple, who will be crowned ; 
the inconsistent Christian, who will be saved, so 
as by fire ; and the despiser of Jesus, who will be 
speechless, confounded, damned. O my reader, 
in which class will you be found then ? (Read 
1 Cor. iii. 10—16, and 2 Pet&r i. 5—12.) 



My 14. 

'* I know thy workf , that thou art neither cold nor hot 
I would thou wert cold or hot." — Ben, iii. 15. 

Sad and solemn thought, that this Laodicean 
leprosy should be so common and so infectious. 
No marvel that Jesus loathes it; what impas- 
sioned lover does not ? How can we escape the 
infection ? or, if already touched, how can we get 
rid of it ? Live at the Cross. Did Jesus suffer so 
much for me ; did he labour so hard for me ; and 
can I be lukewarm towards Him ? Surely the 
only consistent state of things can be, to be found 
working hard for Him — working until we are 
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worn down to a thread, and the zealous spirit, 
freed from the flesh and its fetters, is burning 
before the Throne. 

*' Did Jesas leave the realms of bliss 
To save my soul from hell ? 
A love 80 wonderful as this 
Calls for a glowing a&eal." 



July 15. 

" And the fellowship of His sufferings." — Philip, iii. 10. 

Ints^se love to Jesus will lead to this desire to 
know all about Him, and be thoroughly identified 
with Him in all things. Paul, the ardent lover, 
wished to have the bleeding Saviour always before 
him, to realise what he could of His sufferings, 
to fathom those depths, to understand their moral 
meaning, to feel his own personal interest in 
them, and to work out in his own life the end for 
which they were endured. Christ crucified was 
the image on his mind, and which he, by preach- 
ing and writing, sought to print on the minds of 
others. What a sublime, soul -satisfying end of 
life is this — to be thus one with Jesus, to live in 
fellowship with Him ourselves, and to be the 
means of multiplying this likeness — reprinting it 
on tablets more durable than brass, lasting as 
eternity I 

N 2 
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My 16. 

** Consider the ravens : for they neither sow nor reap ; 
which neither have storehouse nor bam; and God 
feedeth them : how much more are ye better than the 
fowls ?"—Luke xii. 24. 

All are His servants — birds, beasts, insects, 
flowers, trees, all ; hence ravens are employed to 
feed prophets, teach nations, to reprove unbelief, 
encourage faith, and lead us more closely to their 
great Creator. A Christian in a melancholy mood, 
looking out of his window, saw a raven in the 
road, eating flesh, and, after feasting till full, 
flew off with the remnant to the housetop, pro- 
bably to feed its young ones. He looked on, and 
received instruction ; the cloud was dispersed, 
faith triumphed, and gratitude for all past mercies 
put a new song of praise in his mouth. child 
of God, believer in Jesus, beloved of the Lord, can 
you think that He who feedeth ravens will forsake 
you ? Never ! 



w-wv*. ^^»- 



My 17. 

'* In that day, he which shall be npon the housetop, and 
his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it 
away." — Lnke xvii. 31. 

The parallel case would be a house on fire, the 
individual in one of the highest rooms, the stair- 
case in a blaze, some valuables in the room 
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beneath, and the fire-escape outside ; in this case, 
to fly down the ladder, and leave all in the house. 
Such is our danger as sinners out of Jesus : 
wrath is due, the full penalty of law is due, the 
moment we sin ; we deserve as many deaths as 
we commit sins, but eternal love has provided a 
fire-escape. Dear reader, art thou safe in Jesus 
at this moment ? If so, live to His glory more 
and more ; but if not, fly to Him, as you would 
leap into the arms of the man appointed to rescue 
you — as earnestly, trustfully, swiftly. 



July 18. 

" It is good for me that I have been afflicted." — 

Psalm cxix 71. 

So many are saying here below, and multitudes 
are singing in heaven above. "We are certain that 
it forms one of the subjects of the anthems of the 
redeemed, and therefore should be the song in the 
house of our pilgrimage on earth. Be grateful 
for thy trials. Think what an honour is put on 
thee; that special pains should bo taken with 
thee, in order to refine thee. Think again that 
you are put into the furnace of earth, that you 
may not be thrown into the furnace of heU as 
chaff, refuse, unfit for heaven. Think again of 

N 3 
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the valae of holiness, and give glory to Jesus^ 
who is thus preparing you for the purest society 
in the universe. 
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My 19. 

"And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed'' — XuAd xvii. 14. 

"What marvellous power, grace, and glory shine 

in this one act of Jesus! Instant salvation of 

hody, symhol of instant salvation of soul ! He 

limits the power and grace of Jesus who questions 

the possihility of instantaneous conversion, sancti- 

fication, or glorification. "What would have 

hecome of the thief on the cross if any length 

of time were necessary to salvation? and what 

comfort could we convey to dying sinners hut 

for this ? Oh, helieve the glorious truth, that we 

may he saved in a moment, as the hodies will be 

changed in the twinkling of an eye ! 

" The moment a sinner believes. 
And trusts in his crucified Qod, 
His pardon at once he receives, 
Redemption in fall through His blood." 

Jnly 20. 

« For they are not all Israel, wnich are of Israel.'*— 

Jtom, ix. 6. 

STAKODra on a bridge which spans two lines of 

railway, we observed at a distance two trains. 
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Por a moment they seemed together — ^but only 
for a moment ; the next they were parted, and 
were seen travelling rapidly in opposite directions 
on different lines, the one to the north, and the 
other to the south. Just so in the Church. We 
appear to be travelling in the same line ; we sit 
in the same seats in the eanctuary ; we sing the 
same hymns ; we offer the same prayers, and do 
the same work. But only for a moment; for 
life is but a vapour. Soon the trains will part, 
and then it will appear that we were on different 
Hoes — the one leading to heaven, but the other to 
hell. Am I in Christ on the road to heaven ? 

My 21. 

" The seed should spring and grow up, he knowetb not 

how."— Mark iv, 27. 

How many are the mysteries of growth, in 
plants, animals, and principles! Solomon, with 
all his wisdom, was puzzled in this, and gave it 
up. And how little can we tell what things will 
grow to ! How little resemblance is there be- 
tween the seed and the plant I Who would have 
thought, apart from experience, that from that 
little dry and apparently dead thing there would 
spring forth the beautiful flower? or from the 
little egg the pretty bird ? And who would have 
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thought, but for Divine teaching, that the in- 
fant Jesus would grow to what He is? "Who 
would have predicted the history of one of the 
children of God ; and who can imagine the glory 
that they will grow to in Christ ? Verily, He 
is a God that doeth wonders! May our faith 
increase a thousand- fold. 



July 22. 

*' Well done, good and faithful servant."— Ifaf^ xxv. 23. 

Ws need not wait till the day of judgment to 
know our Saviour's opinion of us. Ko ; let the 
eye of faith be opened, looking up, as the eyes of 
the servant look unto the hand of his master, 
and we may at all times see Jesus bending over 
us at our work, smiling, shedding down influences 
to animate, and whispering " Well done." Dear 
reader, do you think it is so just now ? Are you 
doing that which is so pleasing to Jesus, that con- 
science, echoing His voice, is saying ''Well 
done ? " It is heaven on earth to work for Him, 
when we can look up and see Him smiling on us. 

*' Help me Thy glories to behold, 
Thy loveliness to see ; 
Save Arom an atheistic heart, 
Which shnns the Deity." 
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My 23. 

" Lazarus, come forth." — John xi. 43. 
"With the word of Jesus there is power — power 
over the universe, power with God; He is the 
power of God. Although we cannot understand 
this, or any other miracle, we can see plainly that 
there must have been a double power put forth : 
a power to arrest corruption — " Lord, by this 
time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four 
days " — and a power to give life, for life had de- 
parted. Just . so in raising dead sinners. There 
is an arrest; the arrest of Almighty power is laid 
on the deep-seated corruption of the heart, and a 
new fountain of life is opened where death 
reigned. And Jesus has this double power still ; 
let us implore its constant mighty manifestation 
in dead sinners, decaying professors, and on our- 
selves. 



July 24. 

" No man taketh it from me; bat I lay it down of myself.' 

John X. 18. 

No! precious Jesus ; it was Thy love that bound 
Thee, or Thou never wouldst have been bound. 
It was the mighty soul within, imprisoned by 
the fetters of infinite fondness for sinners, that 
spilt its own precious blood, or it never would 
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haye been spilt. With a look Thou couldst have 
struck the murderers down to death and perdi- 
tion ; but then Thy people could not have been 
saved, nor Thy Father glorified. Lamb of 
God ! thus do Thou bind us with the cords of 
love, stronger than death, that we may as will- 
ingly lay down our lives for Thee. 

*' Here*8 my heart, Lord, take and seal it ; 
Seal it from thy courts above." 

My 25. 

" The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 

Sabbath."— Jlfar* ii. 27, 

Then the soul is superior to systems, and they 

should bend to it as to a superior. ''Made for 

man '' — what part of man ? Is not the spiritual 

included? and, important as the temporal is, 

should not all be made subservient to the highest 

interests of spirit? Surely, to secularise the 

Sabbath, to take advantage of our Lord's words 

for this purpose, is to contradict the meaning of 

Him who took every opportunity of leading men 

from the earthly to the heavenly, from the. 

temporal to the eternal, and who said, ''What 

shall it profit a man, if he should gain the whole 

world, and lose his own soul?" Is Christ's 

estimate of the soul ours ? 
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July 26. 
" Father, glorify Thy name/'—JoAii xii. 28. 

The glory of God is deservedly the end of all 
things, and of all objects the most precious and 
momentous. Better let the creation perish than 
the honour of God be tarnished. A lost creation 

I 

might be restored — the same Almighty power 
which rolled numberless worlds into existence 
could replace them if destroyed — but who could 
restore the reputation of Deity ? Of all calamities, 
that would be the most calamitous. Most im- 
portant is it to look at Jesus as our example in 
this ; what would He not do, or endure, or deny 
Himself of, for the glory of His Father ? " Go 
thou, and do likewise." 

July 27. 

" Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; 
yea, come bny wine and milk witbont money and 
without price." — Isaiah Iv. 1. 

Wakt and willingness are the two qualiEcations 
of free grace. The table is spread, the banquet 
prepared, the invitations sent forth, the Master of 
ithe feast prepared to welcome His guests ; all is 
ready, and nothing is required but to sit down, 
aat and drink, and live for ever. As our 
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weakness, our want, and our woe were the at- 
tractions which drew Jesus down from the bosom 
of blessedness, so they are our recommendations 
to His me rev still. 



« 



Dear Saviour, let thy powerful love 
Confirm our faith, our fears remove; 
And sweetly influence every breast. 
And guide us to eternal rest." 



My 28. 

" Men ought always to pray, and not to faint." — 

Luke xviil. 1. 

Therefore, they will faint without prayer. 
Sooner or later, the trials of life, the conflicts of 
soul, the weight of eternal concerns, the opposition 
of Satan and the world, will weigh down the 
strongest and stoutest spirit. Jesus, sinless as he 
was, needed prayer, and sought refreshment in 
fellowship with His Father, or He would have 
fainted. Oh! the wonders of prayer! Prayer 
cooled the furnace of Babylon, shut the lions' 
mouths, opened the prison doors of Peter, shut 
the windows of heaven, chained up demons, 
brought legions of angels to the help of poor 
mortals, and all manner of blessings to the needy 
and guilty. Don't faint, poor pOgrim ; bu( pray ! 
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Jnly 29. 

" Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness." — Sev, i. 5. 

No truth, no trust. The longer we live the more 
"we feel the need of the Faithful Witness; the 
more we know of ourselyes and of society, the 
more we crave after perfection ; we are less and 
less ahle to lean upon anything short of ahsolute 
truthfulness. Behold this in Jesus ! HoV true 
to life tire His parahles, confirmed by the his' 
tory of the world and of the Church ! His pre- 
dictions fulfilling every day, and His precious 
promises verified in the experience of millions I 
Be not faithless, but believing. 

" The foolish, the fearful, the weak, are My care. 
The helpless, the hopeless, I hear their sad prayer ; 
From all their afflictions My glory shall spring. 
The deeper their sorrows, the louder they'll sing." 



Jnly 30. 

" Be thoa falthftil nnto death."— iZev. ii. 10. 

How must the Faithful Witness abhor falseness ! 
Think of Him as being conscious of infinite truth- 
fulness, as having never falsified His word, nor 
broken a promise, nor deceived any that trusted 
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in Him ! Think of Him as having given snoh 
manifold, innumerable, affecting proofs of Uis 
marvellous fidelity, and then consider what He 
must think of one that is rot true to Him. Oh ! 
beware of faithlessness ; think before you promise 
to Him, or pray to Him, or profess Him ! Let 
no bribe, nor love of self, nor of society, nor of 
sin prevail. Be faithful to Jesus, and receive the 
crown of eternity. 
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My 31. 

" Wherefore God also hatb highly exalted Him, and 
given Him a name which is above every name." — 
Philip, u, 9. 

Jesus is the right man in the right place thus ex- 
alted. He gained that position by merit. He 
rose to receive what He deserved. But who can 
measure His merits? Who can say what He 
deserves, who, out of pure love, abdicated the 
throne of the universe, became a mendicant, 
captive, cursed ? "What a precious truth, that He 
deserved our salvation, won our heaven by His 
great meritoriousness ; therefore our everlasting 
glory if secured to us by infinite justice to 
Him. 
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August 1, 

" How long shaU thy vain thoughts lodge within theef 

— Jer, iv. 14. 

Till Jesus drives them out. Use most diligently 
all the means provided by a loving God ; abstain 
from the very appearance of evil; beware of 
bad books, bad companions, bad teachers, bad 
places; but ever remember that just as Jesus 
entered the temple and expelled the thieves, 
80 must He enter thy heart, and drive out these 
robbers. Pray, pray, pray — the grand resource 
for strength, for comfort, for holiness is to pray 
without ceasing. 



August 2. 

And Jesus knowing their thonghts said, Wherefore think 
ye evil in your hearts ?" — MatU ix. 4. 

Wb are responsible respecting the entrance, the 
entertainment, and the exit of evil thoughts, just 
as a servant may be as to the admission and the 
treatment of burglars. Much may be done to 
keep them oat altogether, and we shall be ex- 
pected to do all we can. Much will depend on 
the maimer we treat them, should they gain 

o % 
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admittance. Eve could not keep the devil out of 
the garden, nor could Balaam prevent Balak's 
offer, nor could Judas help Satan tempting him ; 
but none need to have yielded to the evil, and all 
might have said, ** Get thee behind me/' 



August 3. 



" Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of 
them shall not fall on the groand without yonr Father." 
—-Matt. X. 29. 

Then even the sparrow has a God, a great and 
merciful provider and preserver; one who made 
it, cares for it, has an interest in it. Pensioners 
of Providence, they reprove our unbelief, en- 
courage our faith, and lead our souls to God. 
Look out, Christian, upon the countless tribes 
of creatures made, upheld, blessed by Him who 
calls thee His child, and remember that He has 
done more for thee, by giving Jesus to thee, than 
for all these creatures, than for all angels; and 
canst thou not trust Him ? 



" Then tmst Me, and fear not ; thy life is secare; 
My wisdom is perfect, supreme is My power ; 
In love I correct thee, thy soul to refine. 
And make thee at length in My likeness to shine.*' 
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August 4. 

** I say unto you. Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields ; 
for they are white already to harvest." — John iv, 35. 

I SHOULD like to look on the world with the eyes 
of Jesus : to see men as He saw them ; penetrating 
through the outer to see the inner man ; to read 
its real character, as it is unfolded before thei 
great God ; to see in the present the germs of the 
grand harvest of souls. I should like to have a 
heart like Jesus, throbbing and beating with the 
pulsations of infinite love to the guilty and 
perishing; that, like Him, I might expend life 
in snatching them from ruin, and gathering them 
into eternal life. Precious Lamb ! listen to the 
ory of the soul that longs to be like Thee ; and 
work this miracle of grace, transforming the 
selfish into the purest lore. 



August 5. 

" But the other answering rehuked him, saying, Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemna- 
tion V* — lAthe xxiiL 40. 

"And ye are complete in Him which is the 
Head." What other completeness could this poor, 
dying thief have had? What time had he to 
acquire any, had it been possible ? If the addi- 
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tion of a oonrse of holiness be essential to salva- 
tion, how could this sinner have been saved? 
With what did he go into Paradise ?• A legal title ? 
jastification ? sanctification ? Listen — '^ To-day 
shalt thoa be tpith Me in Paradise ;" therefore he 
had all these ia Christ, who is made unto us 
''wisdom^ and righteousness, and sanctiflcation, 
and redemption." 

"Lord JesQS, are we one with Thee P 
O height, O depth of love! 
Once slain for us ikpon the tree^ 
We're one with Thee above." 



August 6. 

"While He thus spake, there came a clond, and over- 
shadowed them ; and a voice ont of the cloud, saying. 
This is my beloved Son : bear Him. And when the voice 
was past, Jesus was found alone." — Luke ix. 34 — 36. 

"Not knowing what he said." Poor Peter's 
propositions were very often wrong; sincere he 
was, and fervent, but ignorant. So here : *' Let 
us make three tabernacles: one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias ;" which would 
imply equality — all to 'foe on a level. But it must 
not be so — ^in all things He must have the pre- 
eminence ; therefore, a cloud overshadows them, 
the servants are removed, and the Master only 
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remains, and the voice of authority and love, 
"This is my beloved Son: hear Him." Does 
Jesus occupy this place in my heart ? 
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August 7. 



" Thou broughtest ns out into a wealthy place." — 

PscUm Izvi. 12. 

Sometimes true of temporal prosperity when, 
after being stripped of all, and passing through 
deep waters, the sun of prosperity shines with 
greater brightness than ever ; so the Lord tamed 
the captivity of Job, and gave him twice as much 
as he had before. But more frequently is it 
true spiritually. How is it, dear Christian friend, 
with you? Is this the result of your trials? 
Is sin more loathsome, holiness more beautiful, 
Christ more precious, heaven more real ? Surely, 
if your spiritual treasures have been increased, 
you have been brought out into a wealthy place ! 
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August 8. 

** Thon broughtest us oat into a wealthy place.*'— 

Pscdm Izvi. 12. 

True of our position in Christ's kingdom, when, 
by the experience we gain in affliction, we are 
better qualified for His delightful work. It is by 
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in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of oar God." The man who was mighty in un- 
belief becomes a giant in faith; he who was 
wanting in tenderness becomes "as gentle as a 
nurse ;" he who was the destroyer of the faith is 
now the first and foremost champion ; and so 
Jesus is glorified. Do you feel to be the chief of 
sinners ? see what you may be, and implore the 
power that can do it. 



August 12. 

" As Christ also hath loved ns, and hath given himself for 
us an offerinp^ and a sacrifice to Qtod for a sweet-smelling 
savour." — Ephes. v. 2. 

Ybs ! amidst all that fearful display of depravity 
in the crucifixion of Infinite Love, in which there 
was a combination of the worst of human passions 
with the infernal fury of hell, there went up an 
odour more fragrant than all the perfumes of 
Arabia — more acceptable than all the worship of 
heaven. Do you feel yourself loathsome as a 
sinner before a holy God ? Accept the atonement 
of Jesus, and yon will be more acceptable than 
had you never sinned, having on a righteousneBS 
brighter and better than any other in creation. 
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August 13. 

"Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thoa pennadesfc 
mtt to be a Curisiiaa." — AcU zxvi. 28. 

Behold the "force and the failure of haman elo- 
quence! — the force iu bringing such a man to 
this confession, the failure in not quite persuading 
him. Here were all the elements and attributes 
of the highest order of eloquence ; ' there was 
truth — the truth as it is in Jesus, the truth that 
stirs the soul from its deepest depths ; here was 
fervour, sincerity, deep love, and yet failure. 
Why } Because there is that in human depravity 
which laughs all our efforts to scorn, and there is 
not in us power to create what is wanting to 

renew. 

" Jesus, the work is wholly Thine 
To form the heart anew ; 
Now let Thy sovereign grace divine 
Each stabborn soul subdue." 



August 14. 

" And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch." — AoU xi. 26. 

And what is a Christian ? A part of Christ — as 
truly as the graft becomes part of the tree ; as 
really as our hand is part of our body : ** Por 
we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of 
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His bones;" an inseparable part— other unions 
shall dissolve, but this never. {JRom. viii. 88, 39.) 
Christians are like Christ — in nature, in principle, 
in character ; and they become partners with Him 
— in justification, sanctification, and glorification. 
All that is communicable in Jesus is actually 
communicated ; and of all that is incommunicable 
they have the benefit. Is this my likeness ? 



August 15. 

" The almost Christian."— ^ofo xzvi. 28. 

Alicost is not altogether — the essential elements 
are wanting ; and amid all the varieties of heaven 
there is not one such character as this. More 
than this, it by no means follows that the almost 
will become the altogether. The acorn, if planted, 
becomes the oak ; the boy, if spared, grows to the 
man by self development, because all the essential 
principles are in the germ; but in the almost 
Christian these are wanting. Christ alone can 
create Christians. Oh ! with what earnestness, 
with what faith and fervour, ought such to seek 
Him ! How unsafe are you at this moment ! 
Could you ascend as you are to heaven ? 
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August 16. 

*' That He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; bat 
that it should be holy and without blemish." — Eph, v. 27 

Thine of the Church, composed of multitudes 
who have heen sinful beyond all description — as 
one body defiled from head to foot, corrupt 
within and without — and now without a spot, a 
suitable bride for incarnate Deity ! Think of the 
cleansing as Jesus' own work, by His own blood. 
His own truth. His own Spirit, and look up at 
this once foul one, now so fair, in the embrace of 
the Bridegroom ! 

*'0 ! 'tis a thought would melt a rock. 
And make a heart of iron move, 
That those sweet lips, that heavenly look. 
Should seek and wish a mortal love !" 



August 17. 

" Like unto men that wait for their Lord.'* — Luke xii. 86. 

This is the only right attitude until we ascend to 
the everlasting embrace of our much loved Lord. 
Till we awake up in His likeness there must be 
always much to wait for from Jesus. . Just as one 
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train is obliged to wait for another, so — events 
being brought about by the meetipg of preordained 
circumstances — (see Aets x.) — we must frequently 
wait until the Lord has completed this con- 
currence. " Eest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for Him." The Lord's time can be the only 
right time : He cannot hurry ; He will come at 
the time appointed. Wait for Him, and wait qu 
Him, and all will come right. 



August 18. 

" He 18 not ashamed to call us brethren." — Reh, ii. 11. 

Ah ! tender and touching thought ! My fellow- 
Christian Vfiaj be ashamed of me ; ashamed of my 
poverty, of my ignorance, of my mean exterior, 
of my humble cottage, or of my friends; but 
Jesus, my brother in the Godhead, my brother in 
heaven, my risen and glorified Head — He is not 
ashamed of me. He rises above all ; looks at me 
in my relationship to Him as His gem. His 
jewel, His reward, His glory, and loves me, with 
all my meanness, low birth, and fallen condition. 

" In every pang that ronda the heart. 
The Man of Sorrows bad a part; 
And still remembers in the skies, 
His tears, His agonies, and cries.* 



*f 
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August 19. 

" Bat my words, did they not take hold of yoar fathers?** 

— Zech, i. 6. 

Jesus calls us fisher tneo, and promises that we 
should catch men; but some, however, get 
away fi'om us, and we loose sight of them. In 
fishing for salmon, the other day, a very large 
one was hooked; but not being willing to be 
caught, he gave chase, plunged into deep water, 
lay sullenly at the bottom, and succeeded, at last, 
in snapping the line, conquering the angler, and 
going off in trinmph — but with the hook in his 
mouth ! So many hearers of the Gospel of Christ : 
the Word takes hold of them, it fastens in the 
conscience ; they resist, plunge into sin, triumph 
over the preacher — but what will they do with 
the hook ? 

August 20. 

" Bat the dove found no rest for the sole of lier foot, and 
i^e returned unto him into the ark.*' — Qen» viii. 9« 

TiiitRB is no rest but in Jesus. Start with the 

statement " There is no God," the innumerable 

witnesses rising up all around prevent our resting 

in Atheism. Pause when you arrive at the fact 

'' There is a God^" and ponder the questions. Is 

this God holy ? Has He a law ? Do I keep that 
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law ? How shall I stand before Him ?^~and where 
is the rest of Deism ? Stop again when you get 
to the belief '' The Bible is true/' but say that 
Jesus is human only, and not Divine — ^and with 
conviction of sin, and misery, and helplessness^ 
you shall find no rest in Socinianism. No I there 
is no rest, except in the belief that Jesus is God 
manifest in the flesh ; that He is my righteous- 
ness, my wisdom, my strength, my all in all. 

Augost 21. 

" The gentleness of Christ."— 2 Cor, x. 1. 
In dealing with sinners, with the honest inten- 
tion of saving them, we soon find out that gentle- 
ness is essential to a saviour. Severity irrigates 
depravity, law rouses opposition, prejudice be- 
comes more prejudiced, obstinacy more obstinate, 
blindness more blind, and means used without the 
tenderness of love frequently make matters worse. 
Had Jesus not been gentle, He could not have 
been the Saviour of sinners. They need all His 
tenderness, and they have it. Behold it from the 
beginning to the end of our strange career ! How 
He waits for us! How patiently He listens! 
How lovingly and constantly He pardons ! How 
He receives us back from our wanderings ! How 
gently He leads us on ! 
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Angost 22. 

'* He shall dwell on high : his place of defence shall be 
the munitions of rocks : bread shall be given him ; his 
waters shall be sore." — Isaiah xxxiii. 16. ' 

Christ is the Christian's oastle. All this descrip- 
tion may be applied to Him. Dwelling in Him 
we live on high, high as heaven — ** Your life is 
hid with Christ in God ; " in Him we are well 
fortified, guarded by all the attributes, the cove- 
nants, and grace of Jehovah ; He is the Bread of 
Life, and in Him wc are well provisioned for time 
and eternity. 

" Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink. 
My med'cine, and my health ; 
My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown. 
My glory, and my wealth." 

Do you, dear reader, live in this castle ? 

August 23. 

** My heart is inditing a good matter ; I speak of the 
things which I have made touching the King; my 
tongue is the pen of a ready writer.** — Psalm xlv. 1. 

When Christ is the theme, and the Holy Ghost 
the scribe, and a loving soul the pen, what can we 
expect but the most impassioned praises and the 
highest eulogium ? There is that in the Beloved 
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that could well employ all the pens of all the 
writers, all the eloquence of all the angels, all the 
powers of all the redeemed. When all had ex- 
hausted all, His love would remain a tale untold. 
O when this spirit gets tree, when the fetters shall 
fall off, when the fires now pent up shall find vent^ 
when we . shall love as we long to Love, and he 
what we wish to he, what anthems of piaiae will 
we fling to HUn who died for ua ! 

Augost 24. 

'* Lying on Jeans' breast." — John xiii 25. 

SuBELY the softest, sweetest, most aacred place 
in the whole universe ! A redeemed soul im« 
paradised in the Bedeemer's arms pillowed on 
His hreast, imhosomed in His lovo must he 
safer far than anywhere else. Bather let me he 
there than preside in the senate, sit on the throne 
of greatness, or stand where Gahriel stands. 
Home of the wanderer, rest for the weary, hosom 
of purity and peace ! here let me live, here let 
me love, here let me die, here let me he for ever. 

" I rest my soul on Jesns, 
This weary soal of mine; 
His right linnd me embraces, 
I on His breast recline." 
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Alight 25. 

." Now tbere was leaniag on Jesus' bosom ono of HU 

disciples." — John xi J. 23. 

Akd may I lean on tlie boEiom of Jesus ? some will 
ask. Can a sinner, one so Tile and worthless^ 
presume to hope to be embi^aced by spotless 
purity ? Oh ! this is one of the matchless miracles 
of mercy, that all who arc invited to come to Jesus 
are certainly invited to His bosom, to His fellow- 
ship, to His inmost heart of love and sympathy I 
It is not to be under His feet, that is the place 
for obstinate rebels ; nor over His head, for He is 
above all — no; it is to His loving bosom that you 
are invited. '' Bim that cometh unto Me 1 will 
in no wise cast out.'' '' Abide in !tle and I in 
you." " I will come into him, and sup with him, 
And he with me." 
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.August 26. 

" Ooe of |Iis disciples, whom Jeans loved." — John xiii. 23. 
Kev^ebtheless, there are varieties in the privileges, 
the friendships, and the honours of the family pf 
Jesus. All believers are equally related to Jesus, 
all equally justified, all equally saved, but not all 
equally honoured. The position of John, as dis- 
tinguished from that of other apostles, points to a 
very obvious truth, that all do not realise that 
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nearness and intimate fellowship with Jesus 
which some do. Would you enjoy this? Cul- 
tivate love, for which John was so remarkable ; 
love, the brethren, love your enemies, for he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. Can enmity, selfishness, uncharitableness, 
be admitted into the bosom of Jesus? Allow 
nothing but what will. 

Angust 27. 

** A work on the wheels." — Jer. xviii. 8. 

And does not this pattern out your experience 
sometimes, thou tried one? Is not your poor 
soul rolled about, so that you are frequently 
bewildered with the motion, giddy as though you 
were revolving on a wheel ? Are you not thus 
whirled about in your outward circumstances, and 
often in the deep questionings, harassing specula- 
tion, and sore temptations of your soul ? Such is 
Christian conflict. Strange contrasts ! one day 
peacefully reposing as on the bosom of Jesus, and 
the next like a work on the wheels of the potter. 
Eemember, however, that in both conditions 
Jesus is there ; for whilst He is the friend taking 
you into to His bosom. He is also the potter 
making you into a vessel of honour for His 
Father's house. 



FOR EVERY DAT. 165 

August 28. 

" And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the 
hand of the potter." — Jer, xviii. 4. 

This is surely one of the mysteries, that God 
should allow His own work to be spoiled. Yet 
so it is. Adam was spoiled by Satan ; the 
beautiful body is spoiled by disease ; the lovely 
mind marred by vice; everything that sinners 
have had to do with have they marred. And 
look into the Church of Christ, and what see 
you ? Saints spoiled, the work of sanctification 
marred, growth in grace stopped, and the work of 
the Lord impeded by our sad corruptions. And 
look back on thy past history, and see how many 
good things you have taken in hand that you 
have spoiled ! Ob, it is most true that we are 
daily spoiling some of God's work, and but for 
Jesus our salvation would never be completed. 



August 29. 

*' So he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the 
potter to make it." — Jlw. xvuL 4. 

What we mar He mends. He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged ; by His grace are we renewed day 
by day ; and when He has completed His work — 
when the wheels of Providence have ceased to 
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roll, when the discipline of life shall end — we 
shall appear in glory, as vessels of grace, fall of 
grace, and polished after the similitude of a palace, 
to adorn the mansions of hliss. How precioas to 
think that the mighty Being who has me as com- 
pletely in His grasp as clay in the hands of the 
potter is oar own dear and muoh-loved Jesus I 
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And when to that bright world I rise. 
And join the anthems of the skies ; 
Above the rest this note shall swell — 
My Jesas has done all things well.' 
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August 30. 

" Bat I have a baptism to be baptized with ; and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished l"-;-Luke xii. 50. 

Behold the intensity of His love! As though 
ages of ages were crowded into a moment ! — as 
though His whole soul was compressed, all its 
powers forced together, driven inwards, concen- 
trated in one all-ahsorhing desire, ''O let mQ die 
for them ! '' It reveals the fact that such was the 
vehemency of His love to us that the fatal hour 
had a kind of fascination to Him ; that as you have 
seen various currents meeting together in a vortex, 
60 all the tides of thought, feeling, and desire 
were drawn to this one point. It was the sigh of 
imprisoned love longing for freedom. 
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m 

Angost 31. 

" The love of many shall wax cold." — Matt, xxiv. 12. 

Strange spectacle, to see the Saviour in the agony 
of desire for the salvation of the sinner, and the 
sinner unconcerned about himself! Do yon think 
lightly of that which threw the Son of God into 
such an agony ? Ah ! remember He was infinite 
in knowledge — He knew the value of salvation ; 
He saw the prison opened, and the misery of the 
prisoner ; He saw heaven opened, and the rapture 
of the redeemed j He knew the long, never-ending 
consequences of sin and holiness, the terrors and 
the glory of eternity. Christ in agony, and you 
in carelessness — which is right ? Reflect, and be 
cold aiid careless no loDger. 
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September 1. 

** If any man will oome after me." — Matt. xvi. 24. 

All willing are welcome to the same glorious 
pathway to glory — following Jesus. And it proves 
also that all who would walk therein are under 
the same law of discipleship — " If any man will." 
There is no difference in the rule of self-denial : 
not one for the prince and another for the peasant ; 
one for the rich and another for the poor ; one for 
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men, another for women, and another for children : 
bat in this, as in other things, all are one in Christ 
Jesas, under the same government, and needing 
the same rule and regimen. 
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Beady to worlc and suffer. 
To love, and hope, and pray ; 

Beady to g^ to Thee, Lord, 
Wben Thou shalb call away." 



September 2. 

"And Jesos came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is giren unto me in hearen and in earth." — 
Mait, xxviii. 18. 

'' In heaven " must mean all the beings dwelling 
there, and '* in earth'' the same. Amazing state- 
ment this, when we consider who lives in heaven 
and in earth ! Men, angels, God. If the statement 
means anything, it means this — ^that all the power 
in existence is at His service as mediator and for 
mediatorial purposes. Hence He is callejd " the 
power of God," the right arm of God, by whom 
the Father created, governs, and redeems. And 
is not this enough, O my soul, to lean upon ? "All 
power!" and, blessed thought, every particle is 
saving power to His people. 
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September 3. 

" They serve Him day and night in Hig temple." — • 

Sev. vii. 15. 

It deserves the consideration of the undecided 
especially, that whilst the servants of Satan 
usually grow weary of his service, and bitterly 
regret the life they have lived, the servants of 
Jesus regret that they have not served their 
Master more, and long for heaven, that they may 
serve him without weariness, without imperfec- 
tion, and without sin. Oh, what a prospect is 
this! There, with an unfettered spirit, shall I 
think of Him, study Him, know Him; there, 
with a loving heart, shall I give full vent to 
feelings I cannot express here ; there — 
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Will every power find sweet employ. 
In that eternal world of joy." 



September 4, 

" And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you un- 
awares." — Luke xxi. 34. 

Faithful, loving Lord, thus to warn us of our 
common danger ! But for Jesus^ and His watch- 
ful care, as the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, 
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we might go on piling mountaiQ upon mountain, 
worldliness upon worldliness, layer upon layer, 
until our hearts become like the fossil underneath 
the mass of rock work, and our religion a poor, 
pitiful, miserable profession. How many no more 
realise heaven than they do of being on« day 
seated on the throne of England ! 

September 5. 

*' And when He had spoken these things, while they be- 
held, He was taken up; and a cloaG^ received Him out 
of their sight/' — Acts i. 9. 

What a marvellous scene opens up to the mind in 
contemplating this passage. Fancy you see them ; 
tvrelve men, in outward appearance probably 
much alike, taking a quiet country walk, engaged 
in important conversation, and whilst thus en- 
gaged one of them, taken up to heaven. With 
their own eyes they see him rise from the ground, 
ascend higher and higher, until lost in the clouds. 
Already, Christian ! hast thou ascended with 
thy risen Lord in spirit ; soon — ah ! it may be 
to-day — thou thy very self wilt be carried by 
angels to ^here He is, and at His bidding thy 
body will be lifted up also. 



FOR EVERT DAY. l7l 



September 6. 
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And He shall bring forth thy righteonsness as the Ii(!;ht, 
and thy judgment as the noonday." — Psalm xxxvii. 6. 

Theee will be a resurrection of reputation as well 
as of bodies. Character is in Christ's keeping, 
and therefore safe. A good man may bide his 
time, and resting in Jesus, calmly wait the issue. 
Tes; you may now be much misunderstood by 
your friends, covered with contempt by your foes, 
clouds and darkness enwrap your fair name ; but 
your righteousness will one day be as the light, 
and your judgmjent as the noon-day. 



" Ho shall his Lord with raptnre see. 
And be with honour crowned.** 



September 7. 

** A nail in a sure place." — Jhaidh xxii. 23. 

Bead the passage, and you will see that it refers 
to a person rather than a principle ; and as the 
Bedeemer applies the description to Himself, in 
Rev, iii. 7, ** He that hath the key of David ; he 
that openeth and no man shutteth, and shuttetk 
and no man openeth," we may meditate on it as 
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being admirably trae of Him. The Church is 
His Father's house, the dwelling-place of the 
Most High, the spiritual temple, built up of 
countless numbers of redeemed souls, each one 
more beautiful, more precious, more lasting than 
the whole material creation, and in this house 
Jesus is the nail, fastened by the Father's hand to 
hang His glory on. 



September 8. 

"And I will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place." -~ 

Isaiah xxii. 23. 

'* Thb houses were usually made of stone ; and 
strong iron hooks or spikes were worked in while 
the walls were going up, and they answered the 
double purpose of nails to hang things on, and of 
cramp-irons, as they were so bent as to hold 
the walls together." — Barnes, How fast, how 
secure is Jesus in the walls of this spiritual 
building ! Worked into the mind by the Holy 
Ghost ; cemented by truth and love ; fastened in 
the judgment, in the conscience, in the affections, 
desires, and wiU — the nail is immoveable, un- 
shaken by all the agitations of time, of death, or 
of the dread Judgment. 
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September 9. 

" And they shall hang upon Him all the glory of His 
Father's house, the offspring and the issue, all the 
vessels/' &c, — Isaiah xxii. 24. 

" There hangs all human hope ; that nail supports 
, The falling universe ; that gone, we drop — 
Horror receives us, and the dismal wish 
Creation had been smothered in her birth." 

So sang Young of the fearfal nail that fastened 
Him to the cross ; had He not been thus nailed up 
there He would not have been the nail in His 
Father's house. Magnificent truth ! unutterable 
mercy ! that all the offspring and issue hang upon 
Jesus ! Solemn question — Am I thus depending 
on Jesus ? Is He my only hope, trust, joy ? 

September 10. 

" And He shall be for a glorious throne to His Father's 

house." — Isaiah xxii. 23. 

Thbonb is the symbol of sovereignty, the emblem 

of power, authority, law ; and, in the kingdom of 

Jesus, the fountain of grace to sinners. He who 

redeems us has the right to reign over us, the 

right to give laws, ordain institutions, appoint 

officers, choose members : ** One is your Master, and 

all ye are brethren;" "And He hath on His 

vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of 

Q 3 
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Kings, and Lord of Lords." Here, my soul, is 
thy place of safety, at the foot of tbis " glorious 
throne ; " there let me go for orders, there let me 
seek grace to obey, and there let me cast my crown. 
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September 11. 

" Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the 
week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom 
he had cast seven devils." — Mark xvi. 9. 

How attractive must a redeemed soul be to a re- 
deemed sinner ! With what deep interest must 
he look into that mind once the habitation of 
devils, now the dwelling-place of Jehovah ! And 
has Jesus cast out devils from thee, dear reader ? 
Has He delivered thy soul from the seven-fold 
evils of an unconverted condition? then be 
assured that He is looking now at thee with eyes 
of love, of pity, and infinite delight. Art thou 
as constantly looking at Him } 

September 12. 

" How much owest thou V'^-lMke ivL 6. 
Lbt our sweet singer in Israel answer for us. 

We heartily say, Amen. 

'* Were the whole realm of nature mine. 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so aroHzing, so divine. 

Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

Bring your telescopes and miorosoopes of greatest 
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power, look with angelio eyes At the vast realms 
of nature ; but remember, were they all ours, the 
present would be too small, because Jesus is in- ' 
finitely greater, and He gave Himself for us; and 
our soul is greater, and will be more aoceptable 
to Him. This is our creed ; what our conduct ? 
Do they agree ? 

September 13. 

** The mesMnger of Satan to buffet me.*'^3 Cor. zii. 7. 

It has been quaintly remarked, that if Paul had 
not been buffeted by Satan, he might have gone 
nigh to buffet God by his pride. Satan, the great 
originator, propagator, and patron of evil, is 
thus compelled, by the wisdom and power of 
Jesus, to prevent evil; thus the woman's seed 
bruises the head of the serpent, and the wicked 
one b defeated. Art thou thus buffeted ? Is this 
the design ? Does thy loving Lord say— 

" These inward trials I employ 

From self and pride to set thee free; 
And break thy schemes of earthly joy. 
That thoa may'st seek tby all in Me." 

Do you find it so ? Do you feel drawn closer to 
Christ? 
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September 14. 

•* To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth." — 
John xviii. 37. 

Not only was Jesus truthful and trustworthy, 
but th« Truth, the grand Repository of Divine 
truth, and His glorious work was to unfold it, for 
the glory of His Father, the edification of the 
universe, and the salvation of sinners. His path- 
way was radiant with the lustre of heavenly 
light ; truths dropped from His lips like pearls 
and gems ; His every act was the revelation of 
infinite wisdom ; His death the unfolding of the 
grand secrets of eternity ; and in His resurrection, 
as the sun after an ominous eclipse, He rose to 
illuminate, to sanctify, and save. Has He wit- 
nessed in me ? 



September 15. 

** Heaven and earth shall pass away : hut My words shall 
not pass away." — 3£ark xiii. 31. 

CouBAOE Christian ! Fear not the attempts of the 
enemies of Jesus; they have harder work than 
they imagine. Supposing they could roll away 
the heavens as a scroll, and tear up the solid 
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foundations of the great globe itself — this were 
easier than to disprove or destroy the words of 
Jesus. And why ? Because they are facts, and 
there can be no power in the universe to kill a 
fact. The heavens shall pass away, but not His 
words, 

'* Firm are the words His prophets give. 
Sweet words, on which His children li?e ; 
Each of them is the voice of God, 
Who spake, and spread the skies abroad.*' 



September 16. ' 

" Oh ! do not this abominable thing that I hate." — 

Jer, xliv. 4, 

How sincerely and intensely must God hate sin ! 
What numberless proofs has He given to manifest 
His hatred ! The curse on all contaminated with 
it ; the judgments inflicted on sinners ; the prison 
prepared for the impenitent ; the awful scene on 
Calvary — smiting His own Son, when found with 
imputed sin ' upon His sinless soul — ^how all 
teaches this solemn truth ! And shall we sin in 
face of these facts ? What ! do what God hates, 
and make Him very angry with us, and expose 
our souls to His fearful frown ! 
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September 17. 

" Whom resist steadfast in the f^th."— 1 Peter v. 9. 

Faith is a grand thing in fighting. We should 
all fight better had we more faith. Having faith, 
we have light ; we can see and distingaish friend 
from foe, which those who are in the dark can- 
not. By faith we see our allies on the field of 
battle, and are encouraged with the presence of 
our glorious Captain, nourished by His Word, 
strengthened by His Spirit, and cheered by His 
promised crown. Be believing, be bold ; fight on, 
fear not ! 

" Tho* pamfal at present, 
* Will cease before long ; 

And then O how pleasant the conqneror*i song !" 

September 18. 

" But now, thns saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob* 
and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not : for 1 have 
redeemed thep, I have called thee bj thy name ; thoQ 
art Mine." — Isaiah xliii. 1. 

How admirable is the logic of love — especially 
that of Jesus ! Mark the steps in this reasoning : 
'* I created thee/' made the material of which 
thou art composed ; a little while ago thou wast 
nothing. «I formed thee/' fashioned, shaped 
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thee 80 marvellously. ''I redeemed thee," at 
an infinite cost of agony and shame. *' I called 
thee hy name/' singled thee out of the crowd 
when thou wast running to ruin; therefore, 
whose arc thou } Mine ! Then do ye think, 
after all this, I can leave you, or lose you ? An 
infinite impossibility. 
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September 19. 

•• Thou broughtest us iuto the net."— P*aZm Ixvi. 11. 

" Man is born like a wild ass's colt." Where and 
what should we be but for the net of restraint f 
Where would Paul have gone, had not the net of 
Christ been tlirown over him when travelling on 
to Damascus ? Thus the strong man is overtaken 
and weakened in the way ; thus the man of ambi- 
tion is tamed by deep disappointment ; thus mad 
sinners are Arrested, unruly saints restrained, and 
all kept from evils innumerable. Blessed cap- 
tivity ! in which we find true freedom, liberty to 
love and live to God ! 

" Did I meet no trials here; 

No chastisement by the way ; 
Might I not, with reason, fear, 
1 should prove a castaway ? " 
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* September 20. 

' I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good 

thing." — Bom. vii. 18. 

Oira character seems as full of flaws as a sponge 
is of holes, and we draw in sin as that does 
water. "Would that we could part with it as 
readily ! Comfort to know that Paul, and all 
those now in glory, felt the same, were equally 
depraved, quite as lost, and, notwithstanding all 
the varieties of character, were vile, unclean, and 
abominable. Jesus, what but miraculous, 
infinite love could have moved thee towards such 
a race! Whose blood but Thine could cleanse 
such lepers ! What power but Thine can make 
us faultless, and flt for Thine embrace ! 



September 21. 

My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord." — Isaiah Iv. 8. 

This confronts you everywhere. How many 
things are made that we should not have made ? 
noisome insects, brutes, and we may add men! 
How many events happen that we should not 
have allowed, had we the rule! But we must 
turn to Jfcsus — the embodied Thought of Deity, 
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the Word that was with God, and was God, and 
made flesh, and His wondrous salvation — to see 
this truth in all its fulness. What created mind 
could have conceived such a plan ! Its divinity is 
a truism. 

" Here the whole Deity is known. 
Nor dares a creatare gaess 
Which of the glories brighter shone, 
The justice or the grace." 
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Septemher 22. 

'* O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself : 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." — 
Jer, X. 23. 

" Teub to the letter !" will be the testimony of the 
whole family of God. Ask them, ask the most 
aged and experienced, '^ Is the line of road along 
which you have actually travelled the one which 
you marked out for yourself ? Has it been the 
unfolding of your darling idea ? Your conversion 
to God, your finding Jesus, the rod of discipline, 
the defeat, the failure, were these in your plan ?" 
Who is the leader ? " And He calleth His own 
sheep by name, and leadeth them out. And when 
He putteth forth His own sheep. He goeth be- 
fore them." **So the Lord alone did lead him, 
and there was no strange god with him." 

B 
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September 23. 

'* If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this 
people in these days, sfaoald it also be marvelloTis in 
mine eyes P saith the Lord of Heets." — Zech, viiL 6. 

Wb are not surprised that the thoughts of pro- 
found philosophers should differ from those of a 
child. Nor should we be astonished on finding 
that the ideas of an angel differ from those of the 
philosopher. Can we be amazed if the ** Wonder- 
ful " should not wonder at that which ba£9.es all 
— the child, the man, or the angel ? We are of 
yesterday. He the Eternal ; we see but little and 
understand less, He comprehends ail ; our minds 
are bemisted by sin. He is light, " and in Him is 
no darkness at all." 
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September 24. 

"What is that to thee ?"— JoA» xxi. 22. 

Sov£BSioNT7 is a necessary truth, the oppoaito would 
involve an absurdity. What is it but doing what 
we will, independently of the opinions or will of 
others ? Now, unless it were so, unless there 
were one infinite mind, one supreme thought pre- 
siding over all, one intelligent being determinied 
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to carry oat His own purpose^ there could be no 
goyemment, no order, no happiness; creation 
would come to a crash, suns and systems would 
rush into hideous combustion, the universe would 
be hell. Precious truth, that Jesus who loves us 
more than all together is the Sovereign, the 
blessed and only Potentate. 



« 



September 26. 

For a8 tbe heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than yonr ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts." — Isaiah Iv, 9. 
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HiGHBR," that is, superior, infinitely so — ^holier, 
wiser, and more benevolent. Bat if our thoughts 
were interpreted, they would sometimes run 
thus: "I could have shaped a belter course of 
life ; I would have done so and so, which would 
have been a great improvement,'' &c. What is 
ibis but acting as though we were wiser than 
God? In this what an example is Jesus! — 
*' Even so Fath^." 

** Bat ah ! how blind ! how weak we are ! 
How frail ! how apt to turn aside I 
Lord, we depend upon Thy care. 
And ask Thy Spirit for our guide." 

R 2 



184 THE " ALL IN ALL 



ff 



September 26. 

** Let the wicked forsake hia wkj, and the uniighteons 
man his thooghts: and let him return nnto the Lord, 
and He will have mercy npon him ; and to oar Qod, for 

He will abondantly pardon." — Isaiah Iv. 7. 

CoMPABE these thoughts with those of sinners, 
and see which are the better. It seems to say, 
** Ah ! poor sinner, you think that your sins are 
too great to be forgiven; but My thoughts are 
higher than yours; you can form no adequate 
idea of My love, My grace. My beloved Son, and 
the love I have for Him, and how willing I am to 
pardon for His sake. Give up your thoughts, 
and belieye mine.'' 
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September 27. 

" Thy wiU be done."— 3fa«. vi. 10. 

It might be supposed that, if conyinced of the 
infinite superiority of the thoughts and ways of 
God, we should subside into a blessed calm, and 
say " Thy will be done." But, alas ! we do not 
find it thus ; and, therefore, need the help of the 
meek and lowly One, that we may find rest for 
our souls. Lamb of God ! stamp thine image 
on our minds. Give to us such melting views of 
the love of the Father ; such sweet assurance of 
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our interest in it; such faith, and hope, and 
every grace ; give to us — 

" A hearfc in every thought renewed. 
And filled with love Divine ; 
Perfect, and right, and pnre, and good— ■ 
A copy. Lord, of Thine." 

September 28. 

*«My thooghts are not your thoughts." — licdah Iv. 8. 
Box they will be one day ; for Jesus prays that 
they all may be one, ''as Thou Father art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in us;'' the loftiest^ sublimest, happiest condi- 
tion possible to intelligent beings I GhristiaDy 
grasp it as the most precious truth, most con- 
solatory and sanctifying. God has in the Bible 
given you His thoughts, given you His Spirit to 
help you in getting them, in order to lift you up 
to exact conformity to Himself; for nothing less 
will content Him who is Love. 

September 29. 

*• Riches in glory hy Christ Jesus.'* — PMUp. iv. 19. 
The wealth of God acquired through Christ. 
Proof: Suppose there be no Christ ; place a sinner 
alone before a holy God, with all his varied needs, 
what riches woiUd or could God bestow upon 

R 3 
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him ? It is written, '' Without shedding of blood 
there can be no remission" — ^bat that there is one 
mediator between man and God, the man Christ 
Jesus. He is the power of Gt>d. Without Jesus, 
out of that infinite fountain of blessedness which 
is in the glorious Jehovah not one drop could 
flow, to us sinners — ^inflexible justice would pre- 
vent; but through Jesus all fulness may flow 
freely to the most guilty and needy. '^ Open thy 
month wide, and I will fill it." 

SeptembeT 30. 

"Freely ye have received, freely give." — Mixtt^ z. 8. 
Thxsx must be something wrong when we think 
of receiving only, and not giving. Such selfish- 
ness is rebuked on every hand : rivers running 
into the sea, light streaming from the snn, birds 
warbling in the trees, patriots bleeding for their 
country, mothers tending their infants; but if 
these rebake the selfish, how much more must 
they be reproved at the cross of Christ! The 
Christian should be an example of generosity 
even to the angels! letting his Ufa flow fireely 
out for Him who died for him. 

" rd carve hU pawon on the bark. 
And, vocal, every woanded tree 
Should 8Ry, by some dear mystic mark, 
' My Lord was crudfled for me.' " 
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October 1. 

"And He began to be sorrowfiil and very heavy/'— 

Matt. zxvi. 37. 

Bbhold the picture ! It is midnight ; all nature 
is shrouded in darkness. In a lovely garden 
outside the city of Jerusaleffl, prostrate on the 
ground, is a human form, dismay and terror 
graven on the face, blood ooziDg out of every 
pore ! I ask in astonbhment, Who is this myste- 
rious person ? I am told that it is the God-man 
Christ Jesus, all the Mn^ss of godhead dwelling 
in Kim bodily ! Oh, the marvel ! Almightiness 
wrapped in this gory garment! How dreadful 
that agony — and all for me, a poor, worthless 
wretch! Oh, that I could be turned into love 
to Him! 



Octoher 2. 

** And 1 am glorified in them." — John iyIu 1Q. 

It is a precious thought to a lover of Jesus that, 
although we can make no adequate return to 
Him, we can glorify Him better than any other 
order of being. We can sing an anthem of praise 
others cannot ; we can speak of deliverances with- 
out number ; of a life consisting of one long series 
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of salyations; we can in ten thousand ways 
glorify Him in this world, whilst every principle, 
power, and passion will proclaiin His glory for 
ever in the world to come. Are we doing all we 
can for His glory now ? Oh, that we might with, 
eyery breath proclaim His praise ! 



October 3. 

"Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's 

wife." — liev, xxi. 9. 

Chosen before the world was ; wooed and won ia 
time ; and the marriage consummated in glory : 
for even so Christ loved the Church, and gave 
Himself for it; that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
Word, ''that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing ; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish." Has Jesus won us ? Is He 
purifying us ? 

" Both mine anna are clasped around Thee, 

And my head is on Thy breast ; 
Yes, my weary soal has found Thee 

Sach a perfect, perfect rest. 
Dearest Saviour, dearest Saviour, 

Now I know that I am bleat." 
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October 4. 

*' He that descended is the same also that ascended up far 
ahove all heavens, that He might ftU all things." — 
JE^hes. iv. 10. 

LooK; my soul ; whero is the babe of Bethlehem 
now ? As in infinite condescension He descended 
to the lowest depths of degradation, now He 
rises to the loftiest heights of honour and glory — 
" Above all heavens, that He might fill all things." 
Important question, Is he filling me ? Am I 
conscious that he occupies a larger space in my 
mental view, getting deeper down into my heart, 
filling out my faculties with His own precious 
self? Even so, come, Lord Jesus; come 
quickly." 

October 5. 

** If 1 wash thee not, thon hast no part with Me." — 

John xiii. 8. 

No part with Thee, Jesus ! Oh ! say not so, 
Lord. Set before me all the dainties of the 
table, and tell me " Thou shalt have no part in 
theae ;" I could be content with a crust and Thy 
love. Place before me all the honours of the 
world, and tell me, "None for thee; " I could be 
happy, even with the world's contempt, with 
Thee. Show me the whole creation, and shut me 
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out of all its glories, and I could be satisfied 
without them if I have but Thee. No part in 
Jesus ! not in His illuminating beams, nor in His 
justifying righteousness! then let me cease to be. 
Jesus or annihilation for me !- He is my all in 
aU. ^ 

October 6. 

** If I wasb thee not, thou hast no part with Me.'* — 

John xUi. 8. 

Precious truth ! Then to purify my soul ftom sin ; 
to wash out stains that all the waters of the ocean 
could not wash out; to cleanse me from the 
ingrained, crimsoned spots which no tears of 
repentance nor religious rites could remove : this 
is Christ's chosen, peculiar vocation. For this he 
incarnated Himself, humbled Himself, died, rose 
again, lives in power at God's right hand ; all He 
did, is doing, will do, is to wash filthy sinners 
from sin. Blessed truth ; how full of comfort ! 

" Black, I to the fountain fly ; 
Wash me. Saviour, or I die." 

October 7. 

" If I ^ash thee not, thou hast no part with Me." — 

John xiit. 8. 

As much as to say, " If you will not allow Me to 

wash you, I will have nothing to do with ycu." 
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Sucli is the kind of intercourse CIir|st will hold 
with us sinners ; the fellowship of redeemed souls 
with their Eedeemer. He came not to call the 
righteous, hut sinners to repentance. Precious 
Lamh ! How do we love Thee for these words ! 
Thou art just all we want. One to whom we 
eau talk freely of our sins, sigh out our sorrows, 
groan under our burdens ; and who can, and will, 
delight to relieve us from all ! 
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October 8. 

'* (Jntll the time that lus word came, the word of the 
Lord tried him." — Psalm cv. 19. 

Between the promise of God and His providence 

there is often apparent contradiction^ ; and from 

this arises many of the bitterest trials of the 

people of God. The word of promise tried 

Joseph in prison until the word of deliverance 

came and opened the doors for his escape. Thus 

Jesus tries His people still as He tried the faith 

of His friends when on earth. Art thou thus 

tried ? Learn to live more in the light of 

promise and less by sense, and, in the darkest 

providence, the Lord will be thy light. 

" He will not His great Self deny ; . 
A God of Truth can never lie : 
As well might He His being quit 
As break His oath, or word forget." 
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October 9. 

"Ye shall not rorely die," with ** There is no hope." — 
Oen, iii. 4 ; Isaiah IviL 10. 

The character of the Tempter is faithfdlly por« 
trayed in the Bible, and contrasted with that 
of the Saviour, that we may escape the one, and 
take refuge in the other. ** Ye shall not die "— > 
the first of Satan's falsehoods. Thus he whispers 
still in our ears, '' Do wrong, and no harm shall 
come of it.'' Look around on the ravages of sin 
and death, and behold the truth of the Tempter ! 
When the sinner yields, becomes entangled in the 
net, victimised, then comes the next lie, '' There 
is no hope : sin on, you can never be saved ; " 
sealing them up in everlasting despair. He 
tried to ensnare the Saviour; but as well try 
to catch a lion in a cobweb as conquer Jesus. 
Wouldst thou defeat the devil ? Look to Jesus. 

October 10. 

" Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness." — 

Psalm cxiU 4. 

How dark, how bewildering and distressing 
would be the entire subject of sorrow apart from 
the light of the Bible ! If in Jesus, we can say 
with Job : " "With His light I walked through 
darkness ; " by His illumination we see much even 
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in tbe dark ; good extracted from evil, pleasure 
from pain, strengtli out of weakness, riches out of 
poverty, even holiness out of ^n, glory out of 
r«in, and a course of holy discipline training us 
for a higher sphere. 
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Jesus, my Sun, Thy blissfal rays 
Can warm, rejoice, and guide my heart ! 
How dark, how moamful are my days 
If Thy enlivening beams depart !" 



October 11, 

"Your need."— P«/ip, iv. 19. 

YsBT pleasing, but very remarkable assurance. 
How came it to pass that he should feel assured 
of the safety of others ? Because of the oneness 
of the Lord's people. They are one in Christ ; the 
promises made to all are for each member of the 
family — the youngest as well as the oldest, the 
richest as well as the poorest, the feeblest as well 
as the strongest. Is this a Christian I see before 
me? wears he the marks of the Lamb? then 
ought I by faith to see the precious blood 
sprinkled on his soul, the workmanship of the 
Holy Ghost in the new creation, and with an un- 
faltering confidence say for his comfort, *' My God 
shall supply all your need." 

s 
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October 12. 

" As tbe dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deacended 
npon the mountaiiiB of Zioo."— Pm^m csxxiii. 8. 

Mount Hermon was an object of very great 
beauty, and grandeur, and venerableness. Very 
lofty, 12,600 feet in height, capped with snow 
even in summer, wet with the dew of heaven, and. 
sparkling in the morning sun, it attracted all 
beholders. And thus attractive to heaven ia 
Christian unity ; unity of heart, of aim, of effort, 
of prayer ! How does our Lord love it ! " Where - 
ever two or three meet together in My name, 
there am I/' Jesus, cause us to see Thee in 
our midst ; the sun, the centre, the source of all 
Christian unity ; and so draw us all to Thee that 
we may be drawn to each other also. 

October 13. 

*' And the government shall be upon His shoalder." — 

Isaiah iz. 6. 

And this is spoken of a child ! To Him it is 
said that all judgment is committed, because He is 
the Son of Man. What a view does this give us 
of the infinitude of Jesus ! What a breadth of 
being must there be in that shoulder which sup- 
ports the government of all things ! His essence 
must be oo-ezistent with every atom of every 
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world, with every thoaght of every miad. The 
whole creation is given to Him as Mediator, as so 
much material out of which He is to raise a revenue 
of glory to the glorious Jehovah. Upon that 
shoulder thou art, weak and timid one ! Oh ! 
learn to sing — 

'' How can I sink with such a prop 
A» my eternal God, 
Who bears the earth's huge pillars ap« 
And spreads the heavens abroad !" 

October 14, 

" Arise, and go down to the potter's hoase, and there I will 
cause thee to hear My words."— ^J^r. xviii. 2. 

What a place of instruction is this busy world to 
a thoughtful, reflecting observer I Not only do 
the works of God declare His glory, but from the 
works of man we may gain lessons of wisdom ; 
flashes of light will often sparkle forth from the 
darkest events ; joyful thoughts will spring out 
of misery. All is for education ; all around u» 
and above us constitute the materials out of which 
our character is being incessantly formed. But 
who is the Potter ? Unquestionably, it is Jesus 
now ; all is in His hands. Happy is that man, 
and highly educated, who can see Him in all 
things and all events, and who can rise from them 
t9 realise Him as Ood over all. 

s 2 
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October 15. 

'* My Beloved is mine." — Sol. Song ii. 16. 

Looking round on tbe possessions of mankind, we 
asky Of what can we say ''This is mine" more 
traly and emphatically than that Jesus is mine ? 
He is that great pearl, that good part which shcJl 
not be taken away— can we say this of any 
earthly thing? Each Christian may say, "All 
that is Christ's is mine; I have something of 
everything belonging to Him; there is nothing 
which, in some sense, does not belong to me ; Hia 
personal attributes, the offices He fills, the work 
He has done, is doing, or will do; and His 
boundless possessions— -all are mine. Can yoa 
say this confidently ? 



October 18. 

" Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ ; which 
is far better."— PAiKj). i. 23. 

Many persons marching on to meet death do so as 
criminals going to execution; preparing for the 
worst, as it is termed. And it is the worst, and 
inconceiTably rAre dismal than all their fore- 
bodings, if without Christ; but bow different 
with the assured belieyer ! To him ther^ is a 
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kind of fascination about the dying hour: the 
gloom, the terror, the dread of dying, and the 
noisomeness of the grave, have all disappeared, 
lost in the splendour of their risen Lord, and the 
visions of the coming eternity. 

" Death itself shall then be yanqaished. 
And its sting shall be withdra^m. 
Shoat with gladness, O ye ransomed ! 
Hail with joy the happy morn." 



>«\^««>«WVWS/VW^^^>^^«W%^«/%M/«««/\ 



October 17. 



" Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our jostiiication.*' — Bom. iv, 25. 

All that Jesus did was for our sakes ; believers 
especially, of all ages, are interested and included 
in all, and therefore in His glorious resurrection. 
"When He rose &ee from the load of imputed guilt, 
no longer a prisoner of eternal justice, it was as the 
Lord our Eighteousness, to appear before God for 
us, to present our claim in Him, to accomplish 
our justi£cation. Art thou a believer, united to 
Him, one with Him, then seek for grace to believe 
that thou art as free from condemnation as was 
JesuS| and triumph every day in thy risen Lord. 

8 3 
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Ootober 18. 

** BUnd gnidecL**— Jfo^. xiiU. 16. 

There are those who seem struck blind by looking 
at the bright and brilliant face of truth without 
the veil of modesty. Angels are described as 
covering their faces with their wings when they 
approach the throne of the Eternal, but these 
bold sinners venture without a veil, and so lose 
their sight. And there are minds in the mists of 
error who undertake to teach others the way to 
heaven ; for example, those who think that they 
actually swallow the Saviour himself in the sacra- 
ment, and yet may go down to hell with Jesua 
thus in them ! Beware ! for '' if the bliAd lead 
the blind, both shall faU into the ditoh." 



October 10. 

•* Abide in Me, and I in yoa."--Jbiki zt. 4. 

Ik looking into ourselves, the grand object of 
search is Jesus. We may find a multitude of 
things in this mysterious world within, but do 
we find Christ within ; in our intellect, in our 
conscience, in our heart, in our will, is there 
the mutual indwelling ? If so, mark the con- 
sequence. You dwell in Him. You are always 



FOB EVERT DAY. 199 

present to His eye, deep down in His loving 
heart, bound up in His purposes of love, an ob- 
ject of all His works, in the grasp of His mighty 
hand« 

"Amended noir in glory brigtht. 
Still one with ns Thon art ; 
^or life, nor death, nor depth, nor height. 
Thy Bwnts and Theeoui pari." 



October 20. 

** Hnshonds, loveyoar wives, even as Christ tJtso hath loved 
the Church/'— JS!pA«9. v. 2&^ 

It is because Jesus has two natures ; because He 
became flesh of our fleshy and bone of our bone ; 
because He married our nature, that He could be 
the pattern of conjugal affection. It is the 
only heavenly type ei this earthly union. There 
is union between God and angels, but nothing 
like this ; union amotg the angels themselves, but 
nothing like this ; and we are not exhorted to 
love like the angels, but to have that peculiar, 
that perfectly unique love which Christ has to- 
wards the Church. O Christian husband, is thy 
love thus tender, thus holy, thus wise, thus con- 
stant ? Jesus, make us like Thyself. 
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October 24. 

^ Cords of a man.** — Rosea zi. 4. 

How beautifally is this illustrated in the economy 
of grace. God draws man to Himself by man. 
Jesus became man, a spiritual cord to fasten 
our souls to the eternal; a magnetic cord to 
draw us into the Deity, and tie ns eternally to 
Him. Then man, himself drawn to God, filled 
with the magnetic influences which stream from 
Jesus, draws others into the family. Why not 
employ the angels? plainly, because humanity 
must be drawn by human cords, and with all 
our sins, and follies, and infirmities, saved souls 
are the best agents in saving others. Jesus^ 
make me a magnet to draw precious souls to Thee 
by Thy love. 



October 25. 

« Buida of love."— J7o«s0 xL 4. 

Wheks are they? Bather say, Where are they 
not ? What are our daily mwoies but bands to 
bind us in love to God ? and what are onr spiritual 
favours — ^the truths, promises, pardons, Banctifying 
energies, manifestations of love— what are tiiese 
but bands to hold us to Him ? Collect together 
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all the blessings of daily life, all the advantages of 
education, all the grace stored up in Jesus, all the 
gifts of the Spirit, and what are they but a 
magnificent magnetism spread all over us to draw 
us to the bosom of God ? 

'^ My God, what silken cords are Thine ! 
How soft, and yet how strong ! 
While power, and tmth, and love combine 
To draw our souls along." 



October 26. 

" And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 

unto me."-^JbA» xii. 82. 

Jesus is one mass of magnetism! Every thing 
in Kim has power to attract. His incarnation. His 
life. His example. His sufferings, His death, re- 
surrection — all, all is attractive. Think of the 
marriage union between Him and His redeemed ! 
Think of His indwelling, living in us, the hope of 
glory ! Just as when on earth there went forth a 
virtue even from His garments, so now from all 
belonging to Him there are emanations of spiritual 
virtue going forth to draw us nearer and nearer to 
Himself. O Thou mighty Magnet, put forth Thy 
glorious power; charm, attract, and fascinate us 
by Thy loye. 
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October 27. 

'* The Lord hath appeared of old nnto me, saying^. Yea, X 
have loved thee with an everlasting love ; therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee.* '' — Jer, xxxi. 3. 

Yes I it is everlasting love. All is eternal here. 
From everlasting to everlasting Thou art Gt>d ; 
Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; 
the Spirit is the Eternal Spirit. Can we ever 
cease to feel the magnetism of the Almighty ? 
Are not these cords of love immortal ? Can they 
be destroyed ? I^o ; the teeth of old time cannot 
sever them, the moth cannot eat, nor the rust 
corrode them, the sword cannot cut them, nor 
Satan and all his legions destroy them : they are 
immortal. 



« 



Drawn hy sach cordo, we onward move. 
Till round Thy throne we meet ; 

And, captives in the chains of love^ 
Embrace our Conqueror's feet.'* 



October 28. 

The Lord hath a controversy." — Rosea xii. 2. 
Natube demonstrates it ; the ground, cursed for 
man's sake, proves it; the various ills of life, 
the groans of the diseased and dying — all, all 
attest that something is sadly wrong between 



«< 
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man and his Maker. And sin is the cause of 
the misunderstanding; darkening the intellect, 
hardening and polluting the heart, deadening the 
conscience, it huilds up a wall of separation 
between the sinner and his God. Where can 
this controversy be settled ? Only at Calvary, 
where the great Peacemaker atoned for our 
transgressions, harmonised justice and mercy, and 
binds redeemed spirits in loving allegiance to the 
Lord of all. 



October 29. 

" Come now, nnd let us reason together, sfuth the Lord." — 

Isaiah L 18. 

What condescending love is this ! Does the great 
God really invite us to such a friendly interview, 
that the dread controversy may be settled ? 
Mark; it is not to reason about God, but with 
God — *' Let us reason together." It is as though 
He should say *' You have, sinner, turned your 
back upon me, wandered from me, taken away 
your heart from me, and allied yourself with 
strangers. Why have you done this ? Have you 
any fault . to find with me ? Have I been a 
wilderness to you ? Have I not given you life, 

T 
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and blessings without number ? Have I not 
giren you Jesus, My only begotten Son — sacrifioed 
Him for you ? Have I not given you the Holy 
Spirit, and the promise of eternal life! Why, 
then, do you treat me thus? Come, and let as 
reason together." 



October 30. 

'* Though year sins be as scarlet, thoy ahall be as white as 
snow ; thongh they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool." — Isaiah 1. 18. 

Sin stains the soul, the memory, the conscience, 
the character — all are impressed, imbued, defiled 
with it ; every particle of our body, every power 
of our mind, everything belonging to us, is, so to 
speak, stained, discoloured with it. my G-od ! 
what must I be in Thy sight as a sinner ? How 
great is Thy love, how wonderful Thy power, to 
make me white as snow ; so completely justified 
and so thoroughly sanctified that, when the work 
is finished, I shall be as stainless, as faultless, as 
free from sin, as though I had never sinned. 

'* The blood that purchased our release. 
And washes out our stains, 
We challenge earth and hell to show 
A sin it cannot deuise." 
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October 31. 

" I command tbee in the name of Jesns Christ to oome 
out of her." — Acts xvi. 18. 

Here all around us, and within us, are spiritual 
evils, plagues, demons. Have we tried the virtue 
of the name of Jesus to cast them out ? You are 
sorely tempted; have you pleaded the name of 
Jesus against the Tempter? You have friends 
far from God ; have you used the name of Jesus 
to bring them near ? You need many spiritual 
blessings; have you urged your request, backed 
by this plea.^ Bemember there is the same 
power in that precious name as when it over-i 
threw the kingdom of Satan at first ; power over 
self, power over men, power over Satan, power 
with God. The demon did not care for Paul's 
name, but at the name of Jesus he came out. 



Kovember 1. 

" And at midnight Panl and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto Qod : and the prisoners heard them." — Acts xvi. 25. 

Strange sounds in that old dungeon ! Probably 
the £rst time that the praises of God had been 
heard there; oaths, curses, bowlings, and blas- 
phemy — ^but no praise. Mark the power of 
praise as well as prayer ! That Paul and Silas 

T 2 
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could be 80 happy in such circamstanoes, haying 
had many stripes laid upon them, and thrust into 
the inner prison, and their feet fast in the stocks, 
demonstrated the power of the religion of Jesus 
over all the troubles of life, the fury of the perse- 
cutor, and the rage of hell. O praise the Lord, 
ye people ; shout for joy, ye servants of Jesus. Let 
the sunshine of His love be seen on your face ; let 
the holiness of His life be seen, and the praise of 
His mercy be heard, and He will be glorified. 

KoYember 2. 

" For if we bave been planted together in the likeness 
of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His 
resurrection." — Mom, vi. 6. 

BLESSED likeness to our risen and glorified 
Bedeemer ! What illustrious grace is this ! As 
he died for sin, so we die unto sin; as He 
was put to a violent death, so our old man is 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin ; as He rose to a new and glorious life, so we 
rise to the new, Ihe dignified, the holy life with 
God. Blessed Jesus ! by the glory of Tl^y risen 
state, by the power of Thy Spirit, by the magnetic 
force of Thy love, make us more like Thee now, 
that we may glorify Thee on the earth. 
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JToyember 8, 

*'OocI, that cannot ]ie."^TUui i. 2. 

Of this grand fact all things rise in proof, but the 
evidence culminates on Calvary; Christ is the 
crowning proof. It is written all over the 
universe, '' Qod cannot lie ! " it is confirmed by 
every law of nature; it is wafted by every 
breeze, and echoed in every mountain ; it is heard 
in the roar of the mighty waters, and the dash of 
the fearful cataract ; it is proved by every pro- 
yidence, and finds a witness in every living 
thing, from the loud hallelujahs of the saved 
and the woful wailings of the lost, there is one 
unanimous voice, '' God cannot lie ! ** But Jesus 
eclipses all ; '' for all the promises are in Him yea, 
and in Him amen, to the glory of God." 



Kovember 4, 

«*FiiU of truth."— 7oA» i. 16. 

"What a contrast is Christ to man, for " surely 
men of low degree are vanity, and men of high 
degree are a lie ; to be laid in the balance, they are 
altogether lighter than vanity !" What a beautiful 
mind to look into ; what a glorious Being to trust 
^-" Full of truth ! *' Yes ! in that capacious spirit 

T 3 
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must there be the archetype of every created 
being, of every principle of Providence, of every 
purpose of Redemption, '' all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge." "His understanding 
is infinite." Are you seeking after truth ? Are 
you anxiously trying to find your way safely 
through the labyrinth of life ? Go to Jesus, and 
out of His fulness receive all that you need. 

Noyember 5. 

" That He might sanctify and deanse iV^I^hes. v. 2S. 
Thb bride was in a condition which baffles all 
description ; her sins outnumbered the sands of the 
sea shore ; no angel could tell their magnitude or 
desert; she was lying a helpless captive, a 
prisoner of Divine justice, weltering in her blood, 
self-wounded, and by Satan slain. Herein is 
love ! So pure, so burning, so intense, so quench- 
less was it that, to rescue His love from this 
perilous condition, to snap the fetters, to wash 
away the filth from her polluted person^ the 
Bridegroom came, lived, suffered, died, and lives 
for ever. 

"Oar rins, our guilt, in love divine. 

Confessed and borne by Thee. 
The gall, the cnrso, the wrath were Thine, 
To let Thy members free." 
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November 6, 

^ My Boul waiteth for the Lord more than tbey that watch 
for the morning ; I say, more than they that watch for 
the morning." — Fsahn cxxx. 6, 

Yes ; such is our loye to Jesus that we wait and 
watch for Him as eagerly as the lover of nature 
ascending the lofty hUl-top watches for the morn- 
ing's sun ; as the benighted traveller, wandering 
in doubt and perplexity, waits for the first dawn 
of day ; or as the weary one, rolling in restless- 
ness and pain, longs for the bright beams of the 
morning. And why? When the Sun of Righteous- 
ness rises, we behold more beauty than poets ever 
beheld in the orb of day ; we get more glorious 
light than travellers from the rising sun ; and 
peace and joy unspeakable and full of glory 
enter when He shines. Jesus ! come — come 
quickly ! 

Kovember 7. 

" A Mend loveth at all Umes, and a brother is bom for 
ad^erstty." — Prop. xvii. 17, 

Wb may not know the brother intended by Solo- 
man, but our minds instantly rise to Him who is 
the model brother — who was born for our adver- 
sity, and who loveth at all times — aye, and eter- 
nally. He came on earth to teach us a brother's 
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in Him ! Think of Him as haxing given such 
manifold, innumerable, affecting proofs of His 
marrellons fidelity, and then consider what He 
must think of one ihrit is rot true to Him. Oh ! 
hewaie of faithlessness ; think before you promise 
to Him, or pray to Him, or profess Him ! Let 
no bribe, nor love of eelf, nor of society, nor of 
on prevail. Be Mthful to Jesus, and receive the 
cxown of eternity. 
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July 31. 

" WbeMlbr* God abo bath higUy csiltsd Him» and 
criven Him a name wbidi is aboTtt every name." — 

Jbsits is the right man in the fight place thus ex- 
alted. He gained that position by merit. He 
rose to receive what He deserved. But who can 
measure His merits? Who can say what He 
deserves, who, out of pure love, abdicated the 
threne of the universe, became a mendicant, 
captive, cursed ? What a precious truth, that He 
deserved our salvation, won our heaven by His 
great meritoriousness ; therefore our everlasting 
glory it secured to us by infinite justice to 
Him. 
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lore in its most perfect unfolding; He knelt 
down, girded Himself with a towel, washed His 
disciples' feet to show the brother ; He hungered, 
He thirsted, He fasted, He wept, He suffered. 
He died, and lives to teach the same ; and — 

" Thoagh now ascended np on high. 
He bends on earth a brother's eye; 
Partaker of the hnman name, 
He knows the frailtj of oar frame." 

Noyemher 8, 

"And while he lingered/'^G^^ii. six. 16. 

Wht linger ? Had he not been vexed with the 
wickedness of the place? Could he doubt the 
destruction coming upon it ? Was not one of the 
heavenly visitants the Lord Jesus Himself? Had 
He not proved His powcfr the previous night? 
Why linger ? Why not instantly comply with the 
Saviour's command ? Was it really the love of 
his earthly possessions? fatal love of the 
world I O fatal covetousness ! O awful wicked- 
ness, when love of the world, or love of ease, 
holds us back from duty, from Jesus, from salva- 
tion ! O precious Saviour, do Thou so charm my 
heart with Thy beauty, so enrich me with Thy 
riches, so constrain me with Thy love, that I 
may instantly and unreservedly obey. 
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If ovember 9. 

*' The men laid hold on his hand,**— Oen, xix. 16. 
Salvation by grace ! who can read this and doubt 
it ? How manifest that, had the Lord allowed 
Lot to have his own way, he would have perished I 
He stood on doomed ground, above him were the 
elements of Divine displeasure, ready to burst 
into a terrible storm, and yet he lingered ; but for 
the mercy of Jesus, he would have been burnt to 
ashes. Salvation by grace ! Here is a man fully 
and fairly warned, conducted by angels, and yet 
80 unwilling to escape ruin that they must seize 
hold of him, take him by violence, and drag him 
out of the condemned city ! Truly it is of the 
Lord's mercies we are not con&umed. 

" Deternuned to save. He watched o'er my path 
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death ; 
And can He have taught me to trust in H\s name, 
And thns far have brought me, to put me to shame.** 



November 10, 

''They brought him forth, and set him without the city." 

— Oe», xix. 16. 

CoMPLETB salvation ! Sodom was destroyed, the 
home of Lot was burnt up, he himself miraou- 
lously saved, saved as by fire ; Abraham saw the 
smoke ascend as from a fornaoe ! Wonderful 



214 THX "aix ih aix" 

•fdraticm ! and yet bat a shadow of our deliTBr- 
anoe from deaeired wrath. There is a pLiee far 
wone than Sodom, where fiercer fires bom, where 
more dreadful plagues rage, and where the smoke 
of their torments ascendeth np for ever. O mj 
Christian friend, do yon see in this a pictore of 
yourself as saved ? Lot living in Sodom, linger- 
ing instead of leaviog, led out by the Lord Him- 
self, trembling, struggling, hesitating, and yet 
saved by holy violence. Then what humility, 
what gratitude, what love, and what devotedness 
is due to our great Deliverer ! 



IToTember 11. 

"And had snflfered many tbings of many phyncianfl^ and 
bad apent all that ahe bad, and was nothing bettered, 
bat rather grew worae."— Jfo/ilr t. 26. 

Just so in the methods of mercy. The great 
Physician allows the spiritual maladies to in- 
crease ; allows the sinner to go on sinning year 
after year ; allows the evil to accumulate till it is 
intolerable and tormenting. In our distress we 
look for relief ; we try various expedients, make 
many resolutions, and fail in all. Exhausted, 
disheartened, and ready to die, we are brought 
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to see that salvation is not to be found in creationi 
not in self, not in friends, not in angels, not in 
means, not in sacraments, not in doctrines, nor 
duties, but in the Lord alone. Blessed experience 
that brin^ us to such a Saviour ! 
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Kovember 12. 



** She said. If I may touch bat His clothes, I shall be 

whole."— Ifar* v. 28. 

Ai^D was her estimate of Jesus too high; her 
faith too strong? The opinion we have of Him 
is not high enough : put all the knowledge of all 
the Church together, all combined is vastly below 
the truth, as much as the creature is below the 
Creator. Oh, who can measure that which is im- 
measurable, the infinite merits of Jehovah Jesus ! 
Who can believe strongly enough in Him in 
whom there is all the fulness of the Godhead ! 
Who can estimate what He deserves for such con- 
descension, such love, such sufferings, such a 
death ? Believe it that our faith is not up to the 
mark unless, as this poor woman, we believe that He 
has such healing power that the slightest touch 
will work wonders of salvation. 



1 
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JToYember 18. 

" And itraighiwaj the fountain of her blood was dried np ; 
and ahe felt in her body that ahe was healed of tlmt 
plague." — Mmlc v. 29. 

Saltation is in the vital contact between the 
ainner and the Saviour. Suppose I am con- 
vinced, penitent, ready for the Eedeemer : I fix 
my mind on Him ; I close my eyes to the whole 
creation ; I see him bleeding, dying, rising again, 
with infinite power to pardon — there is nothing 
now between my soul and Jesus. From the depths 
of my soul I cry out, '' Lord Jesus, be merciful to 
me a sinner;" He hears, I am saved — saved by 
spiritual contact. The touch is magnetic! in- 
stantly I feel drawn to Jesus ; I draw Him, He 
draws me ; spiritually, we are close together ; my 
hand holds His, and, as it were, aU down my 
arm into my body from Him precious influences 
streami and so I am healed. '' Out of His fulness 
we receive grace for grace. 

NoYember 14. 

« Who did hinder P^—^o^. ▼. 7. 

If the touch be so powerful, why are not more 
healed? The reason is simple enough — some* 
thing comes between the soul and the Saviour. 
What is it? There is in Jesus infinite salvation. 
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and here am I, a poor needy sinner. What 
hinders ? Is it ignorance, or unbelief, or worldli- 
ness, or self-righteousness? Oh, that we were 
all willing to part with all that comes between 
our souls and Jesus ; for if a touch be so efficacious, 
what would be a full reception, a warm, hearty 
embrace, a thorough yielding of oneself to Him 
in whom all fulness dwells ? 



« 



Oh ! ye that feel your sin, 
And coining long have heen. 
Now find yoar rest in Him, 
Jesus is here." 



Kovember 15. 

" Cast thy hurden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain 

thee."— Ptfa^w Iv. 22. 

Behold Jesus standing with out-stretched arms, 
with overflowing heart, yearning with sympathy, 
pitying thee with thy burden, and ready to put 
forth the hand of help! Why then, weary 
pilgrim, go on staggering and stumbling under thy 
load, or looking to thy fellow- worms, as hapless 
as thyself ? Come to Jesus with thy burden : by 
faith place it on Him ; look, and be lightened ; 
bring it into His presence, and leave it with Him ; 
and as the poor pilgrim looking at the Cross lost 
his load, and as Peter, when believing, walked 
bravely on the billows — so strengthened and sus- 

u 
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tained, you may walk firmly and happily to 
heaven, howeyer burdened. 
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Noyember 16. 

" Thy burden."— P*a^w» Iv. 22. 

Yes, thine ! whatever burden it may be. It is 
no question whether it be great or small to others 
— to some it might be light as a feather — ^it is 
enough to Jesus that it is heavy and oppressive to 
thee. It may be, moreover, one of thine own 
making, the effect of thine own fault, the result 
of idl the sins of thy past life, a burden under 
which you might justly be left to perish. ' Even 
this may be brought-^for you are not under the 
law but grace. Leave it to His own sovereign 
will and superior wisdom whether to remove the 
burden or strengthen thee to bear it ; in either case 
the promise will be fulfilled. this is a precious 
promise, the sheet anchor of the soul, that will 
enable us to abide the storm, until we arrive 
where there are no burdens. 



Kovember 17. 

*'Thy burden.''— Ptfo/ffi I7. 22. 
But my burden is sin, and may I bring that to 
Jesus ? There was a time when I did not feel 
this load; for as dead bodies feel no burdens. 
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heaping mountain on mountain makes no difiPer- 
ence : so dead sinners are light-hearted under 
guilt enough to crush an archangel. So it was 
with me ; and I might have heen buried many 
fathoms deep in the abyss of misery, but for the 
grace of Jesus ; but now I feel the awful pres- 
sure, and look for the burden-bearer. Yes, the 
promise is for you ; the Lord give you faith to 
plead it successfully. 

" I bring my gnilt to Jesus, 
To wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precioas. 
Till not a spot remuns." 



November 18, 

" And the Lord showed him a tree, which when he had 
cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet." — 
JExodus zv. 25. 

80 Jesus, the Tree of Life, sweetens all the 
bitters of those who receive Him. There is the 
bitterness of depravity — '^Thou art in the gall of 
bitterness " — as though the Apostle should say, 
''Thou art fearfully wicked ; thou art as odious 
and offensive as thou wouldst be if saturated with 
gall and envenomed with the yilest poison." And 
can such bitterness be sweetened? Had Jesus 

u 2 
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pleases! What sweetaess in thinking that He 
tasted them for ns Himself !— yes, and extracted 
the bitterest of the bitters ; changed the very nature 
of afflictions, so that they are no longer curses but 
blessings ; not poisons but medicines ; and will all 
work together for good until the end ! And His 
own presence, how this will sweeten ; for never is 
He more precious than when with us in these 
waters ! 
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November 22. 

*' Sorely the bitternees of death is past." — 1 Sam, xv, 32. 
Death is in itself a terrible bitter — the death 
of a child, of a wife, or husband, or dear friend ; 
what bitterness is diffused through society by 
death ! And who but Jesus can extract this 
bitterness ? He can, He does, when He assuies 
us that our friends are safe in Him, and beyond the 
reach of aU harm. Bat our own death, more 
momentous to ourselves than the death of all the 
world — what a bitter apart from Jesus ! Oh, the 
prospect of meeting a holy God with the remem- 
brance of our sins ! But in Him we are complete, 
and therefore fear not. 

'* JesuB only, He can give 
Peace and comfort while we live ; 
Jesus only can supply 
Boldness if we're oalled to die/' 
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Voyember 23. 

** Behold, I am the Lord, the Gbd of all flesh : is there 
any thing too hard for Me ?" — Jer, xxxii. 27. 

All the power ia tiie universe is, so to speak, now 
concentrated in Jesus, who is called " the power 
of God " — and for the purposes of salvation ; there- 
fore this appeal comes well from Him. It is as 
though He should say, '' Look out upon this vast 
creation, how came it into being ? these countless 
hosts, how sustained ? Look at the order, the 
harmony, the benevolence that reigns everywhere I 
Look at the work of redemption, look up to the 
heavens, and see the multitudes redeemed from all 
sin; and, in the full view of all these facts, can 
you imagine anything to be too hard for Me? 
Dismiss your doubts, resist your unbelief, believe, 
and be saved/' 



November 24. 

" Wherefore He saith. Awake thou that deepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." — 
'Ephes, V. 14. 

We often think what a waking up is in store for 
many ; and we do well to pray that the time may 
soon come. How profoundly some sleep ! There 
is the Pharisee, how soundly he sleeps on his 
imaginary righteousness-^what a waking up is in 
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store for him ! There is the poor backslider^ how 
he sleeps ! and the indolent servant of Jesas, and 
the idle pastor like a drowsy sentinel, and the 
stout-hearted sinner — ^mnltitades asleep in the 
spiritual dormitories of the Church and the world. 
What a mercy to waken them ; what a mercy to 
arouse them now ere it be too late ! ye that 
are awake, pray incessantly for souls sleeping 
to death. 

Uovember 25. 

" Thou boldest my eyes waking." — Psalm Izzvii. 4. 
We may learn our need of Jesus from almost 
eyerything, and from sleeplessness among the rest. 
Should anyone tell me, '' You will have no sleep 
for the next month," it would overwhelm with 
horror ; and if, further, it were said, '' You shall 
have no pleasant subject to think of all that 
time, but be haunted with your sins and fearful 
spectres," one would sink under the apprehension. 
But what if it were said, instead of one month, 
no sleep for twelve, then twelve years, then a 
hundred, nay for twelve hundred years — no sleep 
for ever ! Kow, without Christ this veould be my 
prospect. What, sleep with unpardoned sin! 
Sleep, without knowing that we are safe ! Sleep, 
without being certain of heaven, and liable to die 
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at any moment ! Impossible ! Without Jesus, 
no peace, no sleep, no rest. 

November 26. 

''And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting^ life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt." — Daniel xii. 2. 

But death, say some^ is an eternal sleep. How 
can they prove that ? It may be the creed of the 
coward, afraid to meet his own thoughts ! It may 
be the creed of the culprit, afraid to meet his 
Judge! It may be the creed of the captive, 
afraid to meet his own master — Satan ! But it is 
not the creed of the Bible, which declares the re- 
surrection of the dead and eternal judgment; 
nor is it the creed of the Christian, who looks 
forward to that day when Jesus shall come to be 
admired and glorified by His redeemed people. 
that we may so live as to be able to triumph 
in Jesus at that great day ! 

November 27. 

*' Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and 
His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and 
Mary Magdalene, and the disciple whom Jesus loved." — 
John xiz. 25, 26. 

MoTTENPTTL group this ! As yet they did not see 

the meaning, the salvation, the glory of that 

cross, and what agony must have filled their souls ! 



226 THE "all in all" 

The mother would look with the eyes of a mother 
seeing her illastrious Son barharously mutilated 
and murdered; the loving disciple would see 
nothing more than his best friend, his most loving 
Lord, torn from his bosom by the infuriated 
multitude ; and Magdalene would weep on seeing 
her greatest benefactor cruelly destroyed before 
her eyes. Into these minds did the dying 
Saviour pour the balm of consolation — especially 
caring to comfort the mother's heart, now pierced 
with the sword predicted. 

Bfovember 28. 

'* When JestiB therefore saw His mother, and the disciple 
standing by, whom he loved. He saith unto His mother. 
Woman, behold thy son I" — John xix. 26. 

What a beautiful blending of the divine and 
human is here ! When we think of the circum- 
stances of our Lord at this moment — the painful 
anguish of body, the enormous weight upon His 
mind, the infinite care, the imputed guilt, the 
harassing of the powers of darkness, and the firown 
of the Eternal — and yet so calm, and attending to 
every minute thing — we say, " This was the Son 
of God j" and when we hear Him say, " Woman, 
behold thy son," we exclaim '' This was the Son 
of Han." Wondrous union: Son of God in 
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symf^athy with God, and Son of Man in full 
sympathy with man ! and these blended sym- 
pathies working out our redemption ! 

November 29. 

" Jesus saith unto His mother. Woman, behold thy son ! 
Then saith He to the disciple. Behold thy mother ! And 
from that hoar that disciple took her unto his own 
home."— JbA» xix. 26, 27. 

What wisdom and love shine forth in this ! "Who 
would be so likely to care for His widowed 
mother as John the beloved? He was the 
longest liver, he survived all the rest, would 
survive Mary, and with what uncommon inte- 
rest, deep affection, and tender sympathy would 
he look on the mother of his Lord. We think we 
see them ; Mary leaning on the arm of John, whilst 
he would delight to pour into her disconsolate 
soul the consolations he so abundantly received 
from the Holy Ghost. 

Hovember 80, 

*' How is it that ye sought rae P wist ye not that I must 
be about my Father's business P " — Luke ii. 49. 

Jest7s sustained a double relationship to Mary; 
as divine, her Creator ; as human, her son. His 
wondrous wisdom is seen in the manner He acted 
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towards her. He obeyed the law which com- 
mands the son to hononr the paient ; He submitted 
to this, and yet so as not to disobey another law, 
which forbids the worship of the creature. He 
magnified the parental law when He committed 
His mother to John ; but here He stopped — ^He 
did not elevate her to the rank of prophetess, or 
goddess, nor command Divine honours to be offered 
to her. The Komanist has no ground for the 
worship of Mary : it is a pure myth ; one of the 
most palpable fictions ever invented by credulity 
or cupidity. How in every thing does the Saviour 
shine! 
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December 1. 

"ChildreD, obey yonr parents in the Lord: for this u 

right." — JSphes, vi. 1. 

CoicE, dear children, and look at the Cross, and 
learn your duty. The relationship between mother 
and child is the closest of all earthly ties, and the 
law which springs from it most' solemn and bind- 
ing. Behold how it is here magnified ! Here the 
son is the Son of the Eternal God — God Himself 
-—and the parent a frail, sinful creature ; and to 
show that there is no exception to this law, Jesus 
on the cross commits His mother to the beloved 
disciple ! Surely the law was never so honoured 
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as in this ! Be careful, then, how you treat your 
parents. Look at Jesus ; take Him as your model 
-—be kind, tender, sympathising, obedient; act 
always as though you actually heard Jesus say, 
" Behold thy mother." 



December 2. 

" And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham's bosom." — LuJcti zvi. 22. 

DisATH is a dread mystery. Han dieth, and giveth 
up the ghost, and where is he ? Heaven — the 
third heaven, the home of Jesus — where is it ? 
Probably many millions of miles from this planet. 
How then am I to get there ? Is there no danger 
of losing one's way across the mysterious gulf 
which separates earth from heaven ? Are there 
not some intimations of poor professors knocking 
at the gate, and being denied ? — striving to enter, 
and nnable ? Is there any promise that an un- 
believer shall be conveyed safely across ? Is it 
not a terrible thought, that of being let fall into — 
what? But see how safely, how gently Lazarus 
was carried up ! '^ Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall 
be heirs of salvation ?" 
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December 3. 

" Woe Ifl me ! for I am undone." — Isaiah vi. 5. 
Such is the experience of the saved ; such is the 
way the Holy Ghost leads ns to Jesus. To look 
into myself and see ten thousand dreadfol evils, 
each one of the nature and having the elements 
of a real hell ; to see that I have committed more 
sins than an angel can count, and each one merit- 
ing perdition; to feel myself in the grasp of 
legions of demons, the least of which is more than 
a match for all my strength ; to look out, and see 
no power to help — oh ! this is to feel undone ; but 
the way to be saved. 

" He sees you fall of sin — 

Jesus is here ; 

He knows you, why you come, 

Poor, wretched, and undone, 

Seeking Him, and Him alone — 

Jesus is here." 



"w<v%rf%^«^%^«^^^<v«^i^^^a^^w«^^«^v^^%^#« 



December 4. 

"This cup."— Jfa«. xxvi. 39. 
It is written, He was " made sin " — " made a 
curse for us ; " and this looks very like it truly, 
for of the cup of the wicked it is said, '' in the 
Lord's hand there is a cup, and the wine is red ; 
it is full of mixture ; and he poureth out the same : 
but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth 
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shall wring them out, and drink them.'' Thus 
was He treated as the wicked ; for in that cup 
were the deadliest elements of misery — the con- 
centrated essence of the curse due to our sins, the 
cup of the fury of the Lord, and He drank it to 
the very dregs. Ah ! poor trembling believer, 
remember that thy deserved hell was in that cup. 
It was thy cup, and you have the cup of salvation 
instead. 

December 5. 

'* I will say to them which were not my people, Thoa art 
my people ; and they shall say. Thou art my God." — 
Soaea iL 23. 

And where is the evidence of this mutual recogni- 
tion ? One infallible proof is, when God works 
savingly in us, and we recognise His working. 
Has He acted as a redeeming God to thee, dear 
friend? Has He illuminated thee, revealed 
Jesus to thee, and the way to heaven ? Has He 
convinced thee of sin, given thee repentance, and 
pardoned thy sin ? Has He regenerated thee, 
sanctified thee, and drawn thee into fellowship 
with Him ? Go in peace — He is thy God, and 
thou art His child. 

«0 this is life! O this is joy! 
My Qod to find Thee so; 
Thy face to see, Thy voice to hear. 
And all Thy love to know." 

X 2 
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Deceml)6r 6. 

" My 8onl doth wwt" — Psalm cxxx. 6. 
The service of Jesus is spiritual ; He is spiritually 
discerned by the gracious help of the Holy Spirit. 
There may be the bended knee, the uplifted hand, 
the upturned eye, the loud-toned voice of prayer 
and praise ; but no soul in the service. We may 
draw nigh with the lip whilst the heart is far 
from Him. Ah ! what is aU this worth ? Can 
we say, " My soul doth wait ? " As the thirsty 
earth in times of drought opens and waits for the 
rain, as the hart panteth after the waterbrook, so 
do our souls wait for Thee ? Would you increase 
the sensation of spiritual thirst, look at the loveli- 
ness of your Lord, see what blessings flow from 
Him, and how willing He is to turn the tide 
into you. 



December 7. 

" He that covereth his sins shall not prosper." — 
Prov. xxviU. 13. 

The soul of the sinner is like a volcano. Here 
deep down is sin, which is as a fire ; we may try 
to conceal it, cover it with excuses, palliations, 
procrastinations ; we may try to extinguish it, re- 
solve on reformation, self- improvement, without 
confessing to God — but in vain: the fire lives 
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within, and barns and rages, and sooner or later 
it will burst forth, blasting and blighting all fair 
hopes and promises, and if not extinguished by 
Divine grace will bum forever and for ever. But 
why cover up sin ? Is there no remedy ? "Is 
there no balm in Gilead ; is there no Physician 
there ? " Look at Jesus ! why wounded ? why 
smitten and slain ? why did He endure the fire 
of Divine wrath ? All invites thee to confess, to 
forsake, to give up sin for ever. 



December 8. 

** If we confetss oar sins. He is faithfal and just to for^ve 
OS oar sins, and to cleanse us from all anrighteonsness." 
— 1 John i. 9. 

Confession is the safety valve of the soul. Sin 
pent up within will consume all peace and joy ; 
confession is the means of relief. There must 
be in it self-accusation; self-justification spoils 
confession. '' I have sinned ! " — there must be 
sincerity, frankness, penitence, and sorrow; and 
made under the shadow of the Cross, beneath the 
crimson stream of a Saviour's blood. Then, mark 
the promise ; not. He is merciful and loving, but 
''faithful and just to forgive." All the attri- 
butes, all the promises, all the covenant engage- 
ments demand the pardon of the penitent be- 

X 3 
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liever in the Lord Jesus. glorions troth, oar 
salvation is a righteous salvation! the honour 
of Jehovah is pledged to save all in Jesos. 
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December 9. 

** Thon art my hiding-plaoe ; Thoa shalt preserve me from 
trouble ; Thoa shalt compass me alxmt with songs of 
deliverance." — Psalm xxxii. 7. 

A DELI0HTFT7L Calm after the storm. Before^ the 
atmosphere of the sonl was chained with the 
deadliest elements of destruction ; now, become 
mild, temperate, salubrious. It was the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding. The spirit 
that had raised the storm now stilled it; the 
convincer of sin was now the comforter; and he 
who was just before down in the depths of 
sorrow is now lifted up into the regions of bliss, 
encompassed about with songs of deliverance. 

" O predons blood, O glorious death. 
By which the sinner lives ! 
When stung with sin, this blood we view. 
And all our joy revives," 

December 10. 

" I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich." — Sev» iii. 18. 

This is no dream, but a glorious reality. Jesus 
is infinitely rich, and all who are united to Him 
have His riches. A believer is graced with God, 
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and the good of all things; wealthy with the 
wealth of Deity. Could we even see onr pos- 
sessions, the body wonld not be able to hold the 
soul in its leapings and boundings of joy. But 
He calls it "gold tried in the fire" — real, pure, 
lasting gold, that will stand the test of fire, and 
will endure for ever. And it suggests the 
affecting thought, that all the wealth Jesus has to 
bestow passed through the fire — when He Him- 
self, with His unsearchable riches, was tried in 
the furnace of wrath for us. Pardon, peace, 
holiness, heaven — for nothing ! 



December 11. 

" And white raiment, tbat thou mayest be clotbed, and 
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear."— 
Sev. ill. 18. 

What an offer is this to those who see defect 
everywhere, sin in everything, and the prospect 
of standing before the great white throne, and 
the holy Qod and holy angels, the gaze of num- 
berless eyes who can look only on perfect purity ! 
When Adam sinned, he lost the beauteous robe of 
innocence, and was spiritually naked ; and not one 
of his children, by all their doings, can re-clothe 
themselves with a garment in which they can 
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nets ; for -who can help Ttjmssng idien established 
in the knowledge of hb safety in Ghrist and pre- 
servation to eternal glory ? Ghiod for dnty ; who 
is so happy nnder Christ's yoke, who works so 
cheerfoliy, as the Christian who is established and 
strong? Oood for trial; who stand so firmly 
amid all the tossings and bnffetings of life as 
those who are strong in the graoe of Christ? 
Good for dying; who can meet the Master so 
well as the established belieyer, to whom the 
grisly phantom is a herald of joy? 
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December 15. 



" Not with meats, which ha^e not profited." — 

Seb, ziii. 9. 

BBLiaioT7s principles require food. "No created 
thing is self-sustained; every living creature 
requires support from without. Just so with 
faith, love, penitence, and hope ; all require 
nourishment. Bites, ceremonies, ordinances, how- 
ever correct and well-administered in themselves, 
cannot nourish the soul. The inner man may be 
dead in the midst of the most splendid formaJism 
-—the Church may be the sepulchre of souls ; and 
so it is where Jesus is not the substance. They 
are but pictures, and can no more feed the soul 
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tban the picture of a banquet can appease the 
hunger of body ; they are but channels, and can 
no more renew the mind than the river without 
water can fertilize the parched land. 
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December 16. 

« Established with grace."— ^tf(. xiii. 9. 
Gbace means here all spiritual good communi- 
cated to man through Jesus ; truth, the truth as 
it is in Jesus ; spirit, the Holy Spirit given by 
Jesus ; it is Jesus revealed by truth as applied by 
the Spirit. " I am the bread of life : he that 
eateth Me shall live by Me." Spiritual essences 
are sustained by spiritual food, gained by prayerful 
meditation on the Lord Jesus Christ. Would 
you be established in grace? Cultivate com- 
munion with Jesus. Believe it, there can be no 
substitute for daily fellowship with Him. All 
that ministers or books can do is to spread out 
the banquet. You must eat and drink for your- 
self, or famish and die. 

December 17. 

** He thanked (3toA, and took courage."— -4c^ xxviii. 15. 
Dakoebs and deliverances make up a large pro- 
portion of human experience. Ifonc of us are 
fully aware of our perils or our preservations; 
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but when conscious of tbem, we should cherish 
the sentiments and adopt the resolution of the 
motto of this day. How appropriate to those 
seeking Jesus, when they feel more charmed with 
His beauty, and attracted by His grace ! how 
becoming to the returning sinner, as he finds bad 
habits giving way, the world vanquished, the 
devil defeated, and the path to glory opening! 
how proper to the advancing Christian, as he 
finds himself growing in grace ; and to the weary 
pilgrim, approaching the- glorious home of the 
righteous, to dvi ell with Jesus for ever, to thank 
Grod, and take courage. 



December 18. 

" It IB like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard : that went 
dawn to the skirts of his garments." — Psalm czzxiii. 2. 

Aaron, robed in his gorgeous vestments on the 
day of consecration, must have been an object of 
great beauty and fragrance. The ointment with 
which he was anointed was most costly and sweet 
smelling, composed of oil of olives, myrrh, cinna- 
mon, capia, and sweet calamus ; and thus fragrant 
is it to God when we love as brethren. But in 
Aaron we see Jesus, and the fragrance of His 
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infinite love, and righteoasness, and salvation; 
and, therefore, brotherly love is pleasant, because 
like His love, flowing from it, and returning to 
Him as the sweetest incense. Oh ! for Jesus' 
sake, cultivate love and unity, and fall not out by 
the way. 



December 19. 

" He that overcometh shall inherit all things." — 

JSev. xxi. 7. 

Behold the Christian conqueror crowned by 
Christ ! What a magnificent heritage ! He shall 
gain a most complete victory over all his foes ; 
there shall be no invading enemy, no intruding 
temptation, no ensnaring allurement; there all 
may be touched and tasted, and enjoyed fully 
and freely, and without fear of evil. He shall 
inherit all the good derived from his conquests. 
There is, there must be, good from every single 
victory ; a deposit of mental and moral treasure 
in our nature after every storm. He that over- 
cometh shall inherit all this, all that by Jesus he 
has acquired. "Wonderful truth ! All this, the 
blessed effects of fidelity, shall be his possession 
for ever ; a part of himself, never to be diminished, 
but increasing for ever. 

Y 
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December 20. 

" He thai OTercometb shall iaherit all things."—- JSar. xzu 7. 
KEAYSir is the metropolis of the universe. There 
the riches of creation are being gathered ; every 
moment is it becoming enriched more and more 
from this world, and perhaps other worlds. The 
Christian hero at death enters this bright abode, 
and a full right is given to him, by and through 
Jesus, to possess and enjoy all that is to be enjoyed. 
Who can tell what happiness will flow from con- 
versing with sinless angels, with departed friends, 
with children snatched away from earth and 
educated in glory ; above all with Jesus, to whom 
we owe all our conquests, and who in Himself is 
more than all beside ? What a motive , to over- 
come ! Shall we, for anything this poor world 
can offer, lose this inheritance ? Be faithful unto 
death ; let no man take thy crown. 

Deoember 21. 

« Go tell Peter."— 3far* xvi. 7. 

How unchangeable is the love of Christ to His 
people ! Peter had surely forfeited all claim to it 
by his grievous offending. What, deny his rela- 
tionship to his loving Lord ! Curse and swear, 
and rave like a madman ! Yet Jesus sends a 
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special message by the angels, '' Go tell Peter/' 
to assure him that he was pardoned ; that, not- 
withstanding his sad conduct, such was the love 
of Jesus that he would be still employed in His 
service, still embraced in His friendship. Behold, 
beloved, your motive and your model! Your 
motive in returning to the Eedeemer, against 
whom you sin so often; and your model in 
receiving a fallen brother, who may, like Peter, 
have denied the Master. 
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December 22. 

" Go teU Feter:*-^Mark xvi. 7. 

What balm to the poor penitent : " He went out, 
and wept bitterly." Ah ! what have I done ? 
What could have possessed me? What, deny 
Jesus, my Lord and my God, my Saviour, 
after all He has done for me ! O monster of 
ingratitude, after receiving such favours ! cruel 
wretch, to deny Him, when being mocked and 
scourged and spit upon by His enemies ! cursed 
sin! dreadful devil, to tempt me thus! 
wicked self, the prince of devils ! how could I 
act thus? How can I ever meet my Master? 
What can I expect but to be cast out for ever, and 

Y 2 
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then who can save me ? Losi^ lost — lost for ever ! 
Not 00, poor penitent! JesuB caUB, He pities 
ihee, prays for thee, loves thee stiU. 
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December 23. 

"The knre of Cbritt ooostnmefeh ns.**— 2 Cw. t. 14. 
" Call me mad, or call me sober ; praise or blame ; 
oppose or assist ; I cannot help going aboat, and 
telling all of the love of Jesns." Blessed com* 
pulsion ! Wonld that all disciples vrere thus com- 
pelled. The love of Jesus! It is the light to 
illumine the road along which we travel to glory ; 
the fire that melts. our stony hearts like wax 
before the sun; the magnet to draw us away 
from sin and Satan to holiness and God ; and the 
golden chain which binds us in loyalty and love 
for ever. 

** O loTe divine, how sweet thon art ! 
When shall I find my longing heart 

All taken np by thee P 
Oh, may I pant and thirst to prove 
The greatness of redeeming love— 
The love of Christ to me V 

December 24. 

" The love of Christ, which passeth knowledge." — 

Ephes. iii. 19. 

Thb love of Jesus is' not only a life study, but an 
immortal study. Could you live to the age of 
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Methaselah, and were it your sole occupation to 
contemplate this love, yon could not see it in all 
its endless varieties and unfoldings. Should it be 
your unutterable privilege to reach heaven, and 
study it in the light of glory, as the ages roll on 
you will be no nearer to the height of it. Gould 
you converse with every angel, and hear tbeir 
testimony, or listen to the story of every re- 
deemed soul recounting its wonders, you would 
still be immeasurably behind the mark ; it will 
for ever be the love which passeth knowledge. 
Blessed, brilliant, rapturous prospect ! feasting on 
this love for ever. 



December 26. 

"Then said Jesus unto the twelve. Will ye also go 

away ? " — John vi, 67. 

What a painful, humiliating spectacle is a 
deserter, handcuffed, and marched off between 
bayonets, to be flogged, drummed out of the 
regiment, or shot ! But more pitiable is the 
sight of a deserter from Jesus. What a Master 
to leave ! What a Prince to rebel against ! 
What love to slight ! What threatenings to de- 
spise ! What prospects for the future ! Ah ! ye 
who have left off to be wise and do good, return 

Y 3 
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to your loving Lord, and He will have mercy, 

and abundantly pardon. 

" RetnrD, O wanderer, to tby borne, 
'Tig Jesus calls for thee ; 
The Spirit and the Bride say. Come ; 
O now for refnge flee." 

December 26. , 

" SerTe the Lord with gladness : come before His presence 
with singing." — Psalm c. 2. 

It is exceedingly desirable that the servants of 
Jesus should be very happy in His service, not 
only for their own personal comforti but for the 
glory of their Master and the credit of His 
religion. It would be appropriate to the slaves 
of sin and Satan to wear the garments of mourn- 
ing, to hang down their heads like a bullrush ; 
and they would, did they see their master, their 
wages, and their prison ; but surely those whose 
sins are pardoned, whose inheritance is secure, 
who can triumph in such a Lord, such a service, 
such a heaven, should appear in His presence 
with great gladness and cheerful devotion. 

December 27. 

" Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord." 

— John zx. 20. 

And when do we serve Jesus with gladness ? Is 

it not when He discovers Himself as He did to 
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the disciples? when coming into our soulsy He 

says " Peace be unto you/' and showB His hands 

and His side } As belieyers, all our spnngs of 

holy gladness are in Jesus, and nothing more is 

required to kindle a perfect rapture in His ser- 

vice, than to unveil Himself to us. And this He 

has promised to do to all who love Him and keep 

His commands. Blessed Redeemer, fulfil Thy 

precious promise! let me see Thee clearly, 

vividly, brilliantly! Let me see Thee in Thy 
matchless glory and grace ! Let me feel Thee 

embracing me, entwined round me, locked in my 

arms of faith and love; then can I serve Thee 

with gladness ! 



December 28, 

O Lord, tmly I am Thy servant ; I am Thy servant, and 
the son of Thine handmaid ; Thou hast loosed my bonds." 
— Piolm cxvi. 16. 

WoxTLD you, brethren beloved, serve Jesus with 
gladness ? Then look again to your unregenerate 
condition, its bondage, its misery, its danger, and 
think again of the infinite grace displayed in 
saving you from it. Now art thou free — Jesus 
has loosed thy bonds, opened thy prison, and en- 
listed thee in His service ; and canst thou do less 
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#^/f*6 M^f-# irf^ f»^>4 with J«ii0. '• Bmj &f- 
^/.|f '' triftr w)»ftft tihP^nXfitm Aid, the oartjis 
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^f H/|ft/»^ fht \hMn f '' J)>*, miA carte to Me in 
^iMf ^ ** iiw^f>fi^4 Ati4 bent of all commands to the 
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D^sember 30. 

''And lie tihat reafeth reoaTeth wages, and gathereth 
fruit onto life eternal." — Johi^ It. 36. 

Thb grand, spiritual, saving results will be the 
wages of the faithful labourer ; and they will 
surpass the powers of an angel to reckon. What 
a precious thought^ that the feeblest member of 
the family may be the means of uniting a soul 
to the SaYiour, saying it from hell, leading it to 
heaven, or bringing back some stray sheep, or 
comforting some eickly saint ! And who can tell 
where the good will stop ? Stop ! it will never 
stop, but go on multiplying itself for ever ! Kot 
only will the redeemed be blessed, but every 
angel wiU be wiser, holier, and happier through 
our feeble services — for into these things they 
desire to look ; and looking, love ; and loving, 
obey and glorify Jesus. 



■% ^v^\ ^* *\ *■■» ^v ^% ^> *^ ^ 



December 31. 

** Come ye blessed." — Matt. xxv. 34. 
But this will be the crown, the very topmost 
blessing — the reception of the loving soul by its 
loving Lord. He is susceptible of love ; in- 
fluenced by the least manifestation of it, delighted 
with the least in the repenting sinner, promises 

z 
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to reward the cap of cold water. The dying look 
of the poor thief delighted Him more than all 
the services of the holy angels ! How glad will 
He be to see yon up yonder, ye fdthfdl ones ! 
How glad to embrace you, reward you, and en- 
throne you in glory everlasting. 

" Welcome, welcome ! Saviour hear me ! 
Come into my panting heart; 
Then haat so completely won me. 
We can never Uve apart ; 
O come quickly. 
Precious Jesns ! quickly come.*' 
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